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PROGRESS ON EURO-ARAB COOPERATION REPORTED 


London ARABIA in English No 6, Feb 82 pp 82, 83 
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Community and the Arab 
League states are still trying to 
reach agreement on the political 
elements of the Euro-Arab dia- 
logue. significant progress has been 
made by both sides in identifying a 
number of key economic issues 
where Euro-Arab cooperation 
could flourish in the vears ahead. 

The Euro-Arab dialogue, laun- 
ched by the EEC and the Arab 
League in 1974. came to a standstill 
in 1979, following the League’s de- 
cision to exclude Egypt from 1ts 
ranks. The League also made it 
clear that any attempts to revive the 
dialogue would have to take 
sccount of its members’ demands 
for the inclusion of political ques- 
tions within the scope of the dia- 
logue with Europe. The decision to 
relaunch the dialogue at the “high- 
est political level” was taken by 
EEC ministers in the summer of 
1980 

Political discussions between the 
EEC and the League, however. 
have faltered on the crucial qucs- 
tion of Europe's relationship with 
the Palestine Liberation Organtsa- 
ton. While most European states 
have informal contacts with the 
PLO. no FEC country -— with the 
notable exception of Greece —- has 
rccormscd the PLO as the sole 
legitimate representative of the 
Palestinians. The League has made 
it clear that. unless the EEC can 
accept formal contacts with the 
PLO, the dialogue will not get off 
the ground. 

Yet lack of progress on political 
issues has not prevented European 
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and Arab League experts from 
making significant headway on eco- 
nomic issues. .At a series of recent 
meetings both in Brussels and the 
League's Tunis headquarters, 
Euro-Arab experts succeeded in 
drawing up the first draft of the 
“economic com: iunique” which 
will be issued when Euro-Arab 
foreign ministers finally agree to get 
together in 1982. 

The priorities identified by the 
EEC and the Arab League include 
cooperation in trade, investment 
and technology transfer. Both sides 
agree that a centre for trade promo- 
tion should be set up with the speci- 
fic goal of helping Arab business- 
men expand their exports of “non- 
traditional” goods to the EEC. The 
centre, probably to be situated in 
ether Brussels on Pon! wall atv 
Work to promote contacts bo twcen 
Arab and Luropean businessmen 
and to diffuse information in the 
EEC on the business opportunities 
existing in the Arab countries 
Although both sides acknowledge 
the need for such a centre. prob- 
lems have arisen on finance. The 
Arab League has stressed that the 
Europeans should provide SO per 
cent of the funds. while EEC ex- 
perts stress that the Arabs should 
shoulder more of the financial re- 
sponsibility. 

Both the EEC and the Arab 
League have also shown interest in 
the rapid negotiation of a special 
Euro-Arab convention for the 
promotion and protection of invest- 
ments. Once concluded. the con- 
vention will guarantee that Arab 
investments in Europe (and vice 
versa) will not be discriminated 
against. These will be given similar 
treatment to that accorded to 
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national investments. Further dis- 
cussions are required, however. on 
such issues as the transfer of capital 
and indemnities against expropria 
tion. 

ry ting up of a special centre 
to promote the transfer of Furo- 
pean technology to the Arab states 
has, likewise, been agreed. It has 
thse boon dear tod taw pup Work 
on the formulation of pout proce 
dures for tendermy and p imncipa 
Hon in contracts tor devclay 
Propects 

Vithough Peoyptois curenth ex. 
cluded trom the chaloyue. the Com 
munity has stepped up ats bilateral 
hooks with Core Past tow 
vears: Tn oa decrsion taken in Brus 
sels reconthy EEC Ministers agreed 
to give Pyeypt 276 nilhon ECU (I 
ECU $1.1) in development: assist- 
ance for the next five years. The 
European Commission has also 
announced plans for the organisa- 
fon in Alexandria of a special “in- 
Vestors: forum” designed to prom- 
ote European investments in 
Egypt. The forum will be held from 
March 28 to 30, 1982. 

Commission experts underline 
that the forum aims at encouraging 
“all kinds of cooperation agree- 
ments — investment. turnkey in- 
dustries. supply of equipment. sub- 
contracting, Management contracts 
and marketing -— between Furo- 
pean and Egyptian businessmen.” 
Such agreements are expected to 
cover such areas as fishenes. agri- 
business. construction materials, 
chemicals, textiles and tourism 

About 300° Furopean business- 
men are expected to attend. 
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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


JORDANIAN COMMUNIST PARTY MEMBER INTERVIEWED 
Beirut AL-SAFIR in Arabic 10 Jan 82 p 13 


[Interview with Na'im al-Ashhab, member of the Politburo of the Jordanian Com- 
munist Party, by Musa 21-Sayyid; date and place of interview not given] 


[Text] The Most Urgent Task Is to Bring About Unity of the 
Palestinian Revcoiution's Military Groups. 


The Birth oi the Palestinian Communist Party Is in Its Final 
Stages. 


During the course of an hour and a half Mr Na'im ai-Ashhab, member of the Polit- 
buro of the Jordanian Communist Party, answered a number of questions within 

the framework of an interview which dealt with a whole series of essential 
points concerning the policy of the Jordanian Cormnunist Party. The questions 
concerned his assessment of Jordan's present policy, his opinion concerning the 
question of uniting the Palestinian left, the ma.ter of reestablishing the 
Palestinian Communist Party, and his position wi-h regard to the armed struggle, 
the nature of the U.S.-Israeli onslaught against the Arabs and the most impor- 
tant features thereof, as well as his position with regard to some of the caus- 
es of the Arab liberation movement. 


Here is the text of part of the interview: 


[Question] In your opinion, what is the position of the Jordanian regime con- 
cerning Prince Fahd's plan to provide a "settlement" for the Middle East crisis? 


[Answer] Indications are that the Jordanian regime--which has taken a negative 
stand with regard to the Camp David conspiracy basically for pragmatic reasons 
because the Camp David agreements would have Jordan merely play the role of 
policeman in the occupied territories in order to insure that Israel continue 
its occupation of Palestinian territory and expansion at its expense--feels 
that in the Fahd plan it has found what it has long been looking for. The posi- 
tion which it has taken with regard to the Fahd plan has been different [from 
its position with regard to the Camp David agreements]. In fact it has been 
very enthusiastic about the Fahd plan. This became clearly apparent after King 
Husayn's visit to Washington when he announced that Jordan was prepared to par- 
ticipate in what he called the peace process in case Fahd's plan were accepted. 
My belief is that the fact that Jordan's rulers have taken a positive stance 

















with regard to the Saudi plan suggests that the plan will be providing the Jor- 
danian regime with a role sufficiently large to tempt it to participate in the 
plan's implementation. This helps to clarify the truth about the Saudi plan, 
that is, the fact that it would not carry out the provisions which have been 
formulated, but rather would transform them into a facade which would be con- 
cealing another plan which is totally different from what has been stated as 
the U.S. approach to a solution or settlement of the Palestine question. This 
would be a plan in which the Jordanian regime would play a major role. It means 
that the plan would be either similar or virtually identical to Britain's plan 
which was proposed in 1972 after the liquidation of the Palestine resistance 
movement in Jordan. 





[Question] During the iast few months and especially after the Jordanian-Syrian 
dispute, the Jordanian regime has greatly stressed its recognition of the PLO 
and has made appeals to have the PLO participate in all local and international 
efforts which seek the creation of a solution to the Palestine problem. In 

your opinion, what is the reason for this position taken by the Jordanian media? 
Does this indicate some change in Jordanian political thinking? 


[Answer] I believe that, above all, this is a tactical stance and that we 
should make use of it. This is a [good] starting point. But it is a different 
matter when it comes to the reason why this position was taken. This position 
was taken for more than one reason. The Jordanian regime took this  osition 
first of all--and especially in view of the deterioration in its retations with 
Syria--because it wants to outbid and outtalk [other Arab countries with regard 
to the Palestine question]. The second reason for Jordan's regime taking this 
position is linked to the first reason. It is that this effort to outbid and 
outtalk [the other Arab countries with regard to the Palestine question] is 
taking place under circumstances which the Jordanian regime feels make it now 
unlikely that the Palestine question will be solved on the basis of giving the 
Palestinian people their rights. Consequently, the Jordanian regime is losing 
nothing by taking these verbal stances. Jordan's rulers see that the PLO is 
now being subjected to a new and sweeping wave of conspiracy, pressure, and 
muscle-flexing being carried out by the imperialists and Israel. They see that 
Israel's expansionist greed sometimes ever l°uds Israel to proclaim its ambi- 
tions to expand at the expense of Jc. uan itself or to make frequent mention of 
t. 4 alled +>. " ..crnative Palestinian homeland" in Jordan. In the midst 
»f all of these complicating circumstances the Jordanian regime does not feel 
tnat the Palestine question is close to being solved. In view of this, Jordan 
is suggesting its own ideas and plans and sees no harm in participating in 
efforts to gain political capital and outbid and outtalk [the other Arab coun- 
tries], proclaiming that the PLO is the sole legitimate representative of the 
Palestinian people. I am convinced that this position will change 180 degrees 
when Jordan feels that the Palestine question is close to actually being solved. 


[Question] You mentioned the matter of making use of this position [taken by 
tle Jordanian regime]. Could you please clarify how this could be done as far 
as the Palestinian people and the PLO are concerned. 


[Answer] This position can be utilized to outflank all of those who have mis- 
givings about the PLO being the sole representative of the Palestinian people. 
We know that the Jordanian regime is one of the main opponents of the idea that 














the PLO is the sole legitimate representative of the Palestinian people. Such 
opponents also include, of course, the clients of Israel who are now being 
brought back into the limelight within the framework of the so-called "“autono- 
mous rule" and "village leagues." It is possible to make use of this Jordanian 
position in order to reaffirm to the international community that the PLO is 

the sole legitimate representative of the Palestinian people and that it person- 
ifies the will of the Palestinian people to have their own independent state 
established on their national soil. 


[Question] Most of the Palestinian political forces have had a lot to say about 
the subject of unifying the Palestinian left, and this subject has aroused, and 
is still arousing, controversy. Most of the Palestinian national groups are 
stressing the vitality and necessity of such unity. However, so far none of 
them has come forward with a practical political formula for achieving such 
unity. In your opinion, why is this so? 


[Answer] When speaking about the unity of the Palestinian left, we should view 
this matter as a broad concept and within a flexible framework. What I mean is 
that the Palestine question now, at the stage which it is going through as a 
cause of national liberation, has arrived at a certain level. The objective of 
our people's struggle now is to attain a homeland, an identity, a banner, and 
territory which we can stand on. It could be that such aims are on the lower 
levels of a democratic national revolution. But i. this situation which the 
Palestinian national liberation movement finds its 1f, the thing which is need- 
ed more than anything else is to preserve and strive for broad national unity. 
None of our efforts should be wasted in our confrontation with this broad front 
of imperialist enemies, especially the U.S., Israel and the Zionist movement 
which is behind it, and the forces of Arab reaction which are making common 
cause with both the U.S. and Israel. What is needed more than any talk about 
unity is for broad national unity to be asserted and vigilantly maintained. 
Naturally the leftist forces, which are effectiv:, are waging a struggle, and 
are anxious to achieve national unity, should be the nucleus of this unity and 
the dynamic force behind it. As for the formation of "blocs" within the frame- 
work of the national movement, this is something which is rightist and against 
the interests of the leftists. We believe that it is the right-wing forces 
rather than the left-wing forces which would benefit from this. The right-wing 
forces would find in this a justification for splitting up national unity, and 
would be supported in this by their backers, the forces of Arab reaction. The 
unity of the Palestinian left will crystallize in its efforts to assert, estab- 
lish, and develop national unity and to play a distinctive role in the Palestin- 
ian unity. 


[Question] From remarks previously made by you I gather that the Jordanian Com- 
munist Party does not go along with the slogan "unity of the Palestinian left." 
But in the newspapers and magazines there is a discussion going on concerning 
the importance of this unity within, rather than outside, the framework of Pal- 
estinian national unity and within, rather than outside, the framework of the 
PLO in view of the fact that the attainment of such unity would create a situa- 
tion which would be the opposite of a situation characterized by fragmentation 
into small groups and scattering of the [Palestinian] forces. 




















[Answer] Naturally our concept of Palestinian national unity does not mean 

that we are against two or more organizations uniting if they feel that they 
have, with time, acquired a common ideological background. This is the first 
thing that should be said about this. The second thing that should be said is 
that the unity which we are urging the attainment of is unity of action and 
unity of activity. This is why we have concentrated, and are still concentra- 
ting, on the unification of military groups. Revolutions which have been vic- 
torious have been victorious because they were carried out by unified [military] 
groups. This has been trve in Vietnam, Algeria, Cuba, Nicaragua, and in all 
revolutions. This does not preclude--on the contrary it reaffirms--the exis- 
tence of political organizations or independent parties within the framework of 
national unity. The reason for this is that this expresses an objective real- 
ity, which is the fact that our Palestinian nation is composed of classes. The 
result is that these classes have differing ideologies, even within the frame- 
work of a single class. Except for the working class, we find that these class- 
es are composed of strata. Each stratum is relatively distinct ideologically 
or takes political stances which differ to varying degrees from the other legi- 
timate stances taken within the same class. This both explains and justifies 
the matter of the existence of organizations and parties within the framework 
of national unity. 


What I am interested in is the unification of the military groups. This is what 
we have proposed from the beginning. We believe that military unity is the ba- 
sic element which our efforts should be concentrated upon. We also have been, 
and still are, against fragmentation. When we decided to merge the supporting 
forces, the above-mentioned was one of the considerations involved and we want- 
ed to furnish our example of striving toward national unity and unity of the 
military groups. This is why we merged the Ansar forces into Fatah, in view 

of the fact that it constituted the largest military organization in the revol- 
ution. 


[Question] At what stage is the matter concerning the restablishment of the 
Palestinian Communist Party? 


[Answer] It would be perhaps be inappropriate to go into exact details concern- 
ing this matter. But it could be saiu that the matter right now is in its final 
es. Our reasons for establishing the Palestinian Communist Party stem from 
the fact that we believe that [it represents the culmination of] the crystalli- 
zation of the personality of the Palestinian people and the recognition by the 
international community, and before it by the Arabs, that this nation has the 
right to have an independent state on its own national soil. This has made the 
establishment of the party a relevant and current issue. 
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We believe that the impetus in this party naturallly must come from the Pales- 
tinian communists, their struggle, and the positions which they have been taking 
ever since the twenties. 


I believe that the Palestinian Communist Party, for all practical purposes, al- 
ready exists, especially in view of the existence of the Palestinian Communist 
Organization in the West Bank and Gaza Strip and which, in addition to its affil- 
iated organizations abroad, plays a role which is both basic and recognized in 














the struggle against Israeli occupation. Right now work is being done to deter- 
mine the core of the party from among the Palestinian communists inside the 
Jordanian Communist Party and those in the Palestinian Communist Organization 

in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 


[Question] We gather from this that the Palestinian Communist Organization in 
Lebanon is an extension of the [Palestinian] Communist Organization in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 


[Answer] Basically this is true. And this is the way it should be. It is my 
view that it "should be." But how matters will actua‘ly turn out is another 
matter. I can assure you that the basic foundation of the Palestinian Commun- 
ist Party is the communist organization in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. 


[Question] As we know, the Palestinian Communist Organization in Lebanon has 
accepted student members from the Jordanian Communist Party in the framework of 
the Palestinian General Mobilization and has offered facilities for training 
them. However, there has been no formation of a special group composed of such 
student members. Why is this? This experiment has made some people think that 
the Jordanian Communist Party has already begun the process of adopting the ap- 
proach for its struggle both at the present time and in the future. Do you 
have any comments concerning this matter? 


[Answer] First of all I would like to say that tl s experiment, in terms of an 
initiative and in terms of supervision, has not been restricted to the Pales- 
tinian Communist Organization in Lebanon. It [also] represents an initiative 
taken by the Jordanian Communist Party which includes both Palestinians and 
Jordanians. Up till now the Palestinian Communist Organization in Lebanon has 
been a branch of the Jordanian Communist Party. Consequently the decision 
taken was a party decision, and the [party's] participation in the mobilization 
has confirmed a number of facts: 


As far as our position is concerned, we have been, and still are, in favor of 
armed struggle. This has been particularly true since we eliminated those in 
the party leadership who had taken a skeptical position with regard to the 
armed struggle and the benefit of waging it. The issue of the armed struggle 
is, as far as we are concerned, essentially an issue of possibilities. The 
mobilization has solved this problem for us because the PLO has undertaken the 
responsibility of paying the material costs. The result was that our young 
people began to express their degree of readiness to make sacrifices. They 
showed their distinction, and this is something which we are proud of. The 
other characteristic which was reaffirmed in our participation in the mobiliza- 
tion was the international orientation of our party. A considerable number of 
our Jordanian comrades enthusiastically responded to the call and set a great 
example. This shows the spirit which has guided them ever since they have been 
in the party, and for us this is a source of great pride. 


We were waging the armed struggle when we established the supporting forces in 
cooperation with the Iraqi, Syrian, and Lebanese Communist Parties. Then these 
forces were merged after the liquidation of the existence of the resistance 
movement in Jordar and after it had to deal with very difficult circumstances 
following these events due to the terrorism and schism which was engaged in by 








the splinter group in 1971 and due to the very difficult material circumstances 
which were being faced by the communist parties in our fellow-Arab countries. 
This is why it was no longer possible to continue to spend money or. these for- 
ces. Then in 197% we once again began to wage the armed struggle in the occu- 
pied areas and we suffered quite a few blows which affected the organization. 
When we had the opportunity during the last mobiiization and the one before it, 
we participated and we were, and still are, prepared to participate in any mo- 
bilization. Of course, for security reasons we did not allow any of our com- 
rades fren the occupied territories to participate in the mobilization so that 
the enemy would not use this as a pretext to prevent them from returning to 
their areas. We want them to return to the occupied lands since that is the 
basic arena of our battle and struggle. 


Furthermore I wish to tell you quite frankly that our orientation is clearly 
that of forming an armed group. However, we lack material resources. Some of 
the Palestinian organizations know this because we have informed them of this. 
We are looking for sources of financing. But we wish to have sources which do 
not attach strings to the independence of our party and do not affect our free- 
dom of political decision. This is an essential point. The mobilization ex- 
periment has confirmed the fact that we are in favor of the armed struggle and 
are engaging in it within the limits of our resources as a party which must 
fight on several fronts and must do so with limited resources under the circum- 
stances of being persecuted. 


[Question] Let us take up another aspect. What does King Husayn's visit to 
the Soviet Union mean as far as you are concerned, especially since the visit 
was followed by the news of the arrival of Soviet weapons to Jordan? 


[Answer] In the final analysis we are not against such visits. On the contrary, 
the visit is significant and meaningful for more than one reason. It demon- 
strates the fact that even the reactionary regimes in the Middle East are no 
longer able to ignore the importance of the Soviet Union in international is- 
sues, including the Mid’le East problem. It has also highlighted the temporary 
and ephemeral conflicts which exist between the Jordanian regime and the U.S. 


We are not against making use of these contiicts and we have no illusions about 
how large the conflict: are or how iong they will last. We have numerous cri- 
tcria to enable = s to see whether or not the regime has changed the course of 


its general policy or whether or not this or that behavior demonstrates a tac- 
tical action. 


The Jordanian regime, both during and after the visit, continued its policy of 
oppression and terror and continued to prevent the undertaking of any action 
against U.S. imperialism and the Camp David policy. This is a clear indicator 
as far as we are concerned. The U.S. administration, which is striving to 
achieve absolute domination over our region, will have to shelve it. This is 
the source of the tactical dispute between Jordan and the U.S. The dispute be- 
gan when some U.S. officials, including Reagan himself, began to talk about the 
fact that the Palestinians could set up their state in Jordar. The rulers of 
Jordan understood this to mean that it was to be their fate to be removed. This, 
of course, was to be for the benefit of the plans [being hatched by the U.S. 
and Israel] and not for the benefit of the Palestinian people or the other Arab 
nations. It was to be for the benefit of settling matters in the area and for 








the benefit of the rulers of Israel since the idea was to give them.all of 
Palestine and prevent the Palestinian people from establishing their state on 
their national soil. This is the background of this temporary dispute. But 
we note that, during Husayn's latest visit to Washington, mutual understanding 
was achieved between the rulers of Jordan and the U.S. The proof of this is 
that King Husayn, after he returned from his visit, once and for all stifled 
all criticism [in Jordan] of the U.S. and its policy in the Middle East. 


King Husayn's visit to Moscow may have been a manuever to put pressure on Wash- 
ington and may have been a gesture of thanks to the Soviet Union for giving 
even reactionary forces the possibility to have a greater margin of maneuver! 


During King Husayn's visit to Moscow the "missile" deal was concluded. We'wel- 
come this because we, first and foremost, are in favor of protecting Jordan 
from the attacks and expansionist aims of Israel, regardless of who is ruling 
Jordan. It is not in our interests to have the rulers of Israel grab even a 
single centimeter of Arab territory. For this reason we are in favor of all 
measures which seek to protect Jordan. But will the rulers of Jordan continue 
this policy--that is, the purchase of weapons from the Soviet Union? This is 

a different matter. If they continue to do so, it will be because they are re- 
sponding to a popular demand which has been made for more than a decade. 


[Question] How do you explain the fact that a num»er of statements have been 
made by U.S. officials concerning the so-called al ernative Palestinian home- 
land, that is, Jordan, and that these U.S. statements were followed by similar 
Israeli statements? How serious is this U.S.-Israeli proposal? 


[Answer] As far as the Israelis are concerned, tere is no doubt about their 
ambitions nor about the fact that their desire for territorial expansion and 
expansion in economic and political influence is boundless. The rulers of 
Israel are constantly attempting to convince Washington that they are capable 

of being the caretakers of the entire Middle East for the benefit of imperial- 
ism and for the benefit of Washington in particular. One of the reasons for 

the Israelis’ attack on the Iraqi nuclear reactor was to prove and demonstrate 
that the Israelis have the capability of reaching any spot in the Arab world. 
Thus they wanted to demonstrate their capability of being the caretakers or the 
policemen who watch over the destinies of the Middle East. Thus it should be 

no surprise that Israel is saying that the Palestinian people must decide their 
fate in Jordan. Israel is saying this in order to avoid international pressure 
and also because of international recognition of the fact that the Palestinian 
people should have their own state. This implicitly justifies their takeover 
and annexation of all of Palestine. As for the U.S., its primary objective in 
the Middle East is to have the rulers of Israel be content with the dirty role 
which they are playing in the Middle East for the benefit of Washington. We 

are now seeing dangerous phenomena take place [in the Middle East]. We are see- 
ing the strategic alliance and U.S. suppert, by means of the Camp David conspir- 
acy, for all of Israel's ambitions. The U.S. is supporting these ambitions by 
providing Israel with all types of advanced weapons in order for Israel to main- 
tain its military superiority and to carry out all of the acts of aggression 
which it is embarking on in Lebanon and against the Palestinian refugee camps 
there. 














Washington has definitely come to rely more and more on Tel Aviv after the Iran- 
ian revolution and after the jolts which have been experienced by the Arab reac- 


tionary regimes. 


This applies to Saudi Arabia and Egypt, among other nations. It has been demon- 
strated that U.S. imperialism counts on such regimes, but only up to a certain 
point. The reason for this is that these regimes are fragile and exposed to 
real dangers from within. At the same time, Washington's most secure base in 
the Middle East is a strong Israel. Because of this situation, Washington must 
take into account the fact that Israel's rulers must be kept happy. It is a 
mistake to view Israel as merely an underling and client of Washington. Israel 
is more than that. Israel is a partner of the U.S. And this partner has rights 
and wants to be repaid for its efforts, and the Americans realize this. 


For this reason they are prepared, when the circumstances are appropriate, to 
compensate the rulers of Israel in the matter concerning an alternative home- 
land for the Palestiniins when this is in harmony with the general U.S. strat- 
egy in the Middle East. At this point it is important to reaffirm the fact 
that not everything which is desired by Israel and the U.S. is possible to be 
achieved. 
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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


INVESTMENT GUARANTEE CORPORATION ACTIVITIES 
London ARABIA in English No 5, Jan 82 p 52 


[Text ] Fae The Inter-Arab Investment Guarantee [AIGC is automatically attilated to the 





CY Corporation (LAIGC) based in F uwait ts 
A unique jomnt venture insuring inter-Arab 
investments against political turmoil and other 
hazards The organisation came of age at the 
end of LYS} when the last two members of the 
Arab League, Bahrain and Somalia, finally 
decided to join. 

“We have nothing to do with profit and 
loss, but We protect investors against risks in 
which they have no hand.” the Corporation's 
chief executive Mamoun [brahim Hassan said 
nan interview with Arabia. Hassan, a former 
Sudanese diplomat, said that risks can arise 
trom acts such as nationalisation, contisea- 
Hon. and the imposition of moratoria of un- 
reasonable length. As such the Corporation ts 
trving hard to attract Arab investors to areas 
where they might not otherwise seek to go. 

“Our chents are covered when a host coun- 
try delays the transfer of original investments 
or bona tide earnings because of a hard cur- 
reney shortage,” Hassan said, adding that, 
“investors are also protected against: diseri- 
minatory rates of exchange.” 

In addition, TAIGC insures against wat 
risks. nulitary action by internal or external 
torees. and acts of violence and civil unrest. 
At the same time it undertakes research work 
to identity opportunities in Arab states. 

The idea of such a corporation was first 
mooted in 1966 when Arab governments ex- 
pressed a need for an effective agency capable 
of improving their investment climate and 
promoting the tlow of capital The Corpora- 
tion finally came into operation in 1975, the 
first multilateral institution in the field. 

According to Hassan it was the Kuwait 
Fund tor Arab Economie Development which 
took the initiative of pushing the project 
forward, led by tts director, Abdhatif al- 
Hamad, who ts now Finance Minister tn 
Kuwait 


Arab League, but it does not have the same 
Status as the League's specialised agencies, 
like the Economic Unity Council or the Edu- 
cational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation. 

Unlike other institutions in the Middle 
East, the Corporation is not run by a board of 
directors, but by a plenary representative 
group composed of one representative trom 
each member stat’. This body, Known as “the 
council,” functions as both a general mecting 
and a managing body. 

A five-member committee of elected Arab 
experts supervises the Corporation's activity 
and provides professional consultaticy ser- 
vices. A general manager and deputy are 
entrusted with administration ino accordance 
with the counct!’s directives. 

Saudi Arabia, with a share worth KID3.75m 
($13.3m) has tie largest stake in the Corpora- 
tion, followed by Kuwait with KD3m. The 
next biggest shares, worth KD1.25m each, are 
held by Tunisia, Algeria, Sudan, Morocco and 
Egypt, although the latter's membership was 
temporarily suspended in 1979. The Corpora- 
tion’s total capital now stands at KD2E.Sm, 
but its structure has deliberately been lett 
open-ended to allow for changes ino mem- 
bership. 

According to tts convention, TATGC will 
last for 30 years from 1975. In 2005 the 
founding agreement will be renewed auto- 
matically unless a majority of member states 
decides to dissolve it. 

Executives of the Corporation are all 
staunch advocates of the increasingly accepted 
theory that Arab economic performance 
should, as far as ts practically possible, be kept 
tree of political differences. As such) they 
extend special priorities to) Arab investors 
engaging In projects that promote economic 
cooperation among member states and effec- 
tive development in host countries. 
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“Tnvestnent guarantees are much more 
complieated than commercial insurance but 
we have succeeded in laying down rules which 
govern investment process and settlement of 
compensation,” Hassan said. In concluding 
guarantee contracts with investors, the Cor- 
poration insures the full or partial ownership 
of projects, stocks and shares, as well as the 
loans and equipment used to implement 
schemes. ‘ 

[AIGC has concluded guarantee contracts 
with investors from Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and 
Moroceo and also with a number of joint 
ventures in’ which Arab nationals hold a 
majorty share. [ts operations extend trom 
North and South Yemen to Sudan, Maurita- 
nia and the UAT. 

Ihe Corporation will also guarantee loans 
for trade between member states, provided 
that this trade involves goods which are pro- 
duced. processed of manufactured in one of 
the counties concerned, and so long as the 
county in question derives an obvious benefit 
and ccononue return, In return for its ser- 
vices. the Corporation charges investors an 
annual premium. Several consortia banks 
eligible for guarantees have already signed 
loan agreements and contracts. 

So tar, PATGC has guaranteed several pro- 
jects im teal estate, industry, livestock rearing 
and toursm. Envestors under its aegis are 
currently active in small and medium sized 
projects insseven Arab states, 
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ISLAMIC AFFAIRS 


ISLAMIC CONFERENCE HELD IN TRIPOLI 
Tripoli AL-FAJR AL-JADID in Arabic 20 Jan 82 p 6 


{[Article: "The Decisiqm@ms and Recommendations of the Islamic Committee for 
Economic, Cultural, and Social Affairs at the Cmclusion of the Meetings of Its 
Eighth Sessim in Tripoli") 


[Text] The Islamic Committee for Econanic, Cultural, and Social Affairs con- 
Cluded the meetings of its eighth session in Tripoli yesterday evening. 


The committee made a number of recommendations ani decisions which will be 
referred to the 13th meeting of the foreign ministers of the Islamic countries 
which is to be held in the city of Niamey, the capital of Niger, during May of 
this year. 


The following are the recommendations which the committee made concerning 
various fields: 


1. Concerning the Cultural and Social Realm 


The committee definitely decided that the city of Benghazi in Libya shall be 
the permanent headquarters of the International Crescent Islamic Camnmittee. 

It requested that the Secretariat General of the Islamic Conference Organi- 
zation prepare the final text of the Internatioal Crescent Islamic Canmittee's 
agreement so that it can be signed during the next conference of ministers 
which will be held in Niamey, Niger. 


The committee decided to postpone the study of the current legal and admin- 
istrative status of the International Islamic Educatim Center till the 9th 
session of the Islamic Cammittee for Econamic, Cultural, and Social Affairs. 


The committee adopted the program of action for 1982/83 which was decided 

upon by the Administrative Board of the Center for Research of Islamic Culture, 
Arts, and History, and will submit it to the 13th Islamic Comference of 
Foreign Ministers for ratification. 


The canmittee called upon the member states which have not yet paid their 
share of the center's budget to hasten to pay their share so that the center 
will be able to begin carrying out its noble tasks. 
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The committee decided to request that the secretariat general take into account 
all of the proposals and modifications voiced by the delegates of the member 
States. [The committee also requested that the secretariat general] prepare 
the final text of the constitution of the International Islamic Heritage Can- 
mittee so that it can be submitted to the 13th Islamic Cmference. 


The committee stressed its belief in the necessity of having Palestine 
represented in the membership of the above-mentioned committee, and in all of 
the Special Islamic Heritage Committees in view of the special status of the 
city of Jerusalem and a number of other Palestinian cities within the framework 
of the committee's interest in preserving our Islamic heritage. 


The committee decided to reaffirm the decision of the 13th Islamic Conférence 
to refer the matter of saving the Islamic historical cities in the member states 
to the Islamic Capital Cities Organizatim. 


The committee urged the secretariat general to pursue its contacts with the 
Islamic Capital Cities Organization in order to carry qit the above-mentioned 
decision aS soon as possible and in order that a detailed report concerning 

the results of such contacts be submitted to the 13th Islamic Conference of 
Foreign Ministers. The committee decided to call upon the secretariat general 
to pursue its efforts to hold a meeting of the expanded committee in compliance 
with the decision of the above-mentioned 13th Islamic Comference. 


The committee decided to cooperate and coordinate with Algeria concerning the 
matter of providing an opportunity to the other member states to participate in 
the special symposium which will be held there. 


The committee recammended stressing the importance and vital nature of this 
project as well as the necessity of having the member states intensify their 
efforts to carry out the plan and guarantee implementation of the initial 
stages of the plan as soon as possible. 


The committee urged the member states to provide the material support necessary 
for this project and to publicly announce that they will effectively contribute 
toward the realization of this great Islamic objective during the next session 
of the Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers which will be held in Niger. 


The committee expressed its gratitude to the Permanent Council of the Islamic 
Solidarity Fund for the special concern which it has always demonstrated con- 
cerning the project to establish the Islamic university in Niger, and the com- 
mittee urged that it continue its support for this project amd continue its 
positive contribution toward financing its implementation. 


The committee praised the establishment of the Athletic Federation and urged 
the member states, which have not yet submitted their remarks and proposals 
concerning the draft constitution of the Islamic Solidarity Athletic Federation, 
to please comply with this request by the secretariat general as soon as pos- 
sible. 
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The committee requested that the secretariat general provide the 9th session of 
the Islamic Cammittee for Econanic, Cultural, and Social Affairs with infor- 
mation concerning the latest developments dealing with the preparation of the 
final text of the above-mentioned draft constitution. 


The committee stressed the importance of the establishment of the Institute of 
Supplementary Studies in Pakistan and called for rapid completion of the mea- 
sures necessary for the establishment of this institute. The committee gave its 
blessing to the steps undertaken by Pakistan and the International Islamic Arab 
Federation of Schools within the framework of coordinating their efforts to 
camplete studies dealing with the establishment of the institute. 


The committee requested that the secretariat general include this same subject 
in the draft agenda of the 9th session of the Islamic Cammittee for Econanic, 
Cultural, and Social Affairs after the Government of Pakistan completes all of 
the necessary procedures concerning the implementation of the plan to establish 
the institute. 


The committee recanmended reaffirming the contents of the resolution made by 
the 12th Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers concerning the importance of 
having all of the member states participate in the meeting of the expanded 
committee dealing with the preparation of the fincl text of the draft consti- 
tution for the Islamic Jurisprudence Association, and concerning the importance 
of having them furnish high-level representation curing the work done by the 
constituent assembly of the above-mentioned association. The committee 
requested that the secretariat general submit the results of the two above- 
mentioned meetings to the 9th session of the Islamic Committee for Econanic, 
Cultural, and Social Affairs in preparation for wringing the subject up during 
the 13th Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers. 


The committee recommended stressing the commitment of the Islamic Conference 
Organizatiqm, in principle, to the implementaticn of the Islamic university 
project in Uganda. It recommended that an Islamic delegation be sent as soon 
as possible to f:miliarize itself with how work on the project is proceeding, 
to obtain further information, to conduct consultations with the Ugandan 
parties concerned, and to submit a detaiied report both to the Permanent 
Council of the Islamic Solidarity Fund and the 13th Islamic Conference of 
Foreign Ministers. The committee recommended that the Islamic delegation 
include two delegates each from the secretariat general, the permanent council 
[of the Islamic Solidarity Fund], Kuwait, Palestine, Iraq, and Libya in the 
Islamic Committee. 


The committee requested that the permanent council of the Islamic Solidarity 
Fund continue to allocate annual financial allotments to the project on the 
basis of the report which will be submitted to it by the delegation referred 
to in Paragraph 2 above. 


The committee requested that the secretariat general include the matter of 
the Islamic university project in Uganda in the draft agenda of the 13th 
Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers. 
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The committee expressed its appreciation of, and gave its blessing to, the 
cooperation of the Islamic Broadcasting Organization, the International 
Islamic News Agency, the Palestine [News Agency], and the secretariat general 
in working together to implement the informational media pla@. 


The committee called upon the parties concerned to cmtinue their efforts to 
inform [the world] concerning Jerusalem and the Palestine question, in 
accordance with the programs decided upon in this plan. The committee 
requested that the secretariat general add the costs of the informational 
media plan--approved by the llth Islamic Conference and ratified by the 12th 
Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers--to the budget of the secretariat 
general for fiscal year 1982/83 and the fiscal years thereafter. 


The committee praised the steps taken by the secretariat general to prepare 
the holding of the meeting of the Expanded Cammittee of Experts to formulate 
the final text of the draft cmstitution of the International Islamic legal 
Committee. 


The committee expressed its gratitude to the Iraqi government for volunteering 
to host this committee's meeting. 


The committee requested that the secretariat general submit the results of 
this committee's work to the 9th session of the Islamic Cammittee for Econamic, 
Cultural, and Social Affairs. 


2. Concerning the Economic Realm 


The committee recanmended that the Committee of the 13th Islamic Conference of 
Foreign Ministers adopt the program of action mentioned in the report issued by 
the high-level meeting of government experts. [The cammittee also recanmendea 
proceeding according to] the studies included in the report and the time-frame 
for meetings in order to carry out the recommendations of the plan of action 
dealing with the various sectors. 


The committee urged the secretariat general -o continue to take the necessary 
steps concerning, and to follow up wi, the implementation of the plan of action 
Lne basis of the report of the high-level meeting of government experts 
concerning the implementation of the plan of action, and urged that periodic 

reports concerning this matter be submitted to the Islamic Committee. 


The committee urged the member states to provide all possible aid and 
assistance to the secretariat general as well as to its specialized bodies and 
branch organizations in order to facilitate their tasks in connection with 

the implementation of the plan of action to strengthen econamic cooperatiamm 
among the member states. 


The committee recanmended that the 13th Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers 


adopt the secretariat general's report concerning its participation in the 
Paris Conference. 
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The committee called upom the secretariat general to keep close track of 
developments occuring concerning following up on the decisions made by the UN 
conference dealing with the lesser-developed countries which was held in 
Paris, and requested that periodic reports concerning this matter be submitted 
to the Islamic Cmference of Foreign Ministers. 


The committee urged the member states of the Islamic Development Bank to pro- 
vide more assistance to the lesser-developed nations in accordance with the 
recommendations of the 3rd Islamic Summit Conference. 


The committee decided to submit the report of the Ministerial Conference on 
Food Supply and Agricultural Development to the 13th Islamic Conference of 
Foreign Ministers. 





The committee requested that the secretariat general follow up on the imple- 
mentation of the recommendations found in the report of the Ministerial Con- 
ference on Food Supply and Agricultural Development in accordance with [those 
parts of the report “hich are] ratified by the 13th Islamic Conference of 
Foreign Ministers. 


The committee urged the member states to, aS soon as possible, prepare and 
complete the studics which they were asked to do ly the Ministerial Conference 
on Food Supply and Agricultural Development, and u.ged that these studies be 
furnished to the secretariat general. 


The comrittee recommended submitting the report of the Labor Force, Skills, 
and Social Security Work Group to the 13th Islamic Conference of Foreign 
Ministers. 


The cam:ittee welcomed Malaysia's offer to host che meeting of the Group of 
Experts on Social Security, and welcomed Pakistan's offer to host the second 
meeting or the Labor Force, Skills, and Social Security [Work Group]. 


The committee requested that the Islamic Technical Training, Vocational 
Training, and Research Center conduct research and studies dealing with the 
area of mutual exchange and development of the labor force. The committee 
recommended that this include a detailed study concerning the brain damage 
problem and the reasons why this problem exists in the member states. The 
committee recommended that this be done in cooperation with the Ankara Center 
and the Islamic Science, Technology, and Development Organization. 


The committee called for the holding of a second meeting of the development 
funds of the contributing member states for the purpose of preparing procedures 
to implement the decision made by the 12th Islamic Conference of Foreign 
Ministers. 


The committee called upon the member states to submit their proposals concerning 
developmental projects in the areas of the development of infrastructures, 
electricity, and agriculture to the secretariat general in order that it con- 
vey these proposals to the national development funds in the contributing member 
states. 


16 











The committee requested that the national development funds in the contributing 
member states show as much concern and interest as possible in the projects 
submitted by the member states. 


The cammittee recommended submitting the report of the meeting of the group of 
experts who got together to study financial and monetary problems, as well as 
the other recammendations made by the governors of the [central] banks, to the 
13th Islamic Cmference of Foreign Ministers to be ratified. The committee 
recommended that this be done after the 5th meeting of the governors of the 
central banks and monetary authorities has already dealt with this report. 


The committee recommended that the Cammittee of the 13th Islamic Conference of 
Foreign Ministers approve the proposals in the report of the second meeting of 
the Ankara Center's General Assembly, and recommended that these proposals be 
adopted. 


The committee urged the member states to provide financial assistance to the 
center by paying their comtributions for the current year to the center's 
budget, by paying past dues which are still unpaid, and by making other volun- 
tary contributions to the center. 


The committee urged the member states to effectively participate in the acti- 
vities of the center and to provide employees necessary to fill the vacant 
positions in the center. 


The committee urged the member states to proide the Ankara Center with up-to 
date statistical reports concerning ecomoamic areas so that they can be utilized 
in the center's work. 


The committee recommended that the Committee of the 13th Islamic Cmference of 
Foreign Ministers adopt the report of the 5th meeting of the Caincil of 
Directors of the Dacca Center. 


The committee urged the member states which have not yet paid their ocontri- 
butions to undertake to do this as soon as possible. 


Lie committee c..jled upon the member states to make generous donations to the 
‘enter and to undertake to pay their shares of the 1982/83 fiscal year budget 
so that it will be possible to oontinue, without delay, the project dealing 
with the building of the center's headquarters. 


The committee also called upon the Islamic Solidarity Fund and the Islamic 
Development Bank to make generous donations in order to enable the earliest 
possible campletion of the project to build the center and in order to insure 
that the project be campleted in the manner expected. 


The committee requested that the secretariat general take appropriate steps to 
provide the necessary financial resources for the center. 
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The cammittee recanmended that the variqs buildings of the center be named in 
accordance with the contributing member states and the organizations connected 
the rewith. 


The committee again stressed its previous recanmendation which called upon the 
member states to provide the necessary reports to the center ooncerning their 
requirements in the area of training, [and which called upon the member states] 
to hasten to appoint the employees and experts needed by the center and to 
establish national bodies for maintaining contacts with the center. 


The committee condemned the Ziqmist aggression against Iraq, labelling it a 
barbarous action which violated all criteria of international law and which 
was directed against the development of the utilization of nuclear technology 
for peaceful purposes. 


The committee supported the right of Iraq and all of the other Islamic nations 
to acquire and develop research potential, including the development of nuclear 
technology for peaceiul purposes. 


The secretary general of the Federation of Islamic Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry, who participated in the meetings of the Islamic Cammittee for 
Economic, Cultural, 2nd Social Affairs which was held in Tripoli, said: "The 
discussions of the Economic Committee were oonstrictive and we wre able to 
overcame antagonism and conflicts which existed a ong the delegations. 


The objective of the meetings of the Economic Committee was the implementation 
of the plan of actiao which was established by the 12th [Islamic] Foreign 
Ministers' Conference. If the work which was discussed is achieved, then we 
will have made great progress in the economic re#lms which are involved in the 
plan of action. This is true since this work besically involves the econanic 
development process not only qm the national level, but also on the level of 
the entire Islamic world." 


"The plan of action has set a number of priorities which shauld be the focus of 
concern and which we should strive to carry out." The secretary general of 
the Federation of Chambers of Commerce and Industry clarified this when he 
said: "The Federation of Chambers of Commerce and Industry engages in the 
following tasks:" 


"A. The development of trade relations between the member states of the 
Islamic Conference [Organization] ." 


"B. The development of cooperation in the field of industrial production. 

The chambers of commerce also are striving to bring about mutual trade between 
the Islamic nations so that they will play an effective role in the area of 
cammercial development. This is not restricted merely to the area of mutual 
trade. [The chambers of commerce] also encourage industrial production in 

the Islamic natims." 
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He went @m to say: "I want to make it clear that there is a close link between 
mutual trade and industrial productian. 


The objective of industrial production is to increase production on the basis 
of expansion of industrial productim in order to enable us to prevent the West 
from exploiting the Islamic natiqms." 


"In the realm of industrial productim we are engaging in a variety of 
activities, which are: 


"A. Studying the industrial structure of the member states so that we can 
formulate a policy of industrializatiam which will serve the interests of the 
Islamic peoples. 


"B. As for the practical approach involved, we encourage joint projects. For 
several months we have been calling upo all of the members to submit tangible 
proposals concerning joing projects. During this short period of time we have 
received a number of proposals--comcerning about 25 joint projects--which have 
been submitted by the member states. 


"These joint projects can be carried out by means of using our own resources-- 
both human and material resources. This is particularly true since w have the 
expertise to implement these projects. 


"I personally believe that if we begin to implement even a small number of 
these projects, they will yield good results for the Islamic nations and will 
result in more joint projects." 


He went on to say that the Federation of Chambers of Commerce and Industry 
attaches great importance to cooperation between the federation and [the nation 
of] Libya because Libya is one of the pillars of Islamic solidarity. 


He added: "The Federation of Islamic Chambers of Commerce and Industry, which 
was founded more than 2 years ago, has problems of financing. Tle success of 
this institution basically depends on the degree of action taken by the 
Islamic natiqms and the distinctive situation of these nations. I am confident 
that all of the member states will not hesitate to offer financial support to 
the chambers of commerce and industry so that they will be able to oercame 
the difficulties which they face. This will be especially important since the 
federation is embarking upon the construction of its own building in Karachi, 
Pakistan, which is the locatim of the federation's headquarters. I am oon- 
fident that the nations will endeavor to make their cmtribution toward this 
project." 


Concerning the activities of the federation, he said: "When mention was made 
of the theoretical aspect of commercial and industrial exchange, we were taking 
into consideration carrying out a study concerning semi-finished goods and 
commercial products. This will be an extensive study, and this study is still 
being discussed at the present time. However, we have finished with two other 
studies. The first one had to do with maritime transport. This study resulted 
in the establishment of the Islamic Maritime Transport Federation. The second 
study had to do with reinsurance. There are moopolies which are in the hands 
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of the Western nations and which are used against the Islamic natiqms, and in 
an effort to shake off damination by these monopolies we have embarked upm 
preparing a study dealing with reinsurance. This study will be discussed by 
experts next March in Dacca, and approaches will be determined to achieve 
joint cooperation in this vital and important field." 


In conclusion he said: "I would like to say openly and in all frankness that 
I have witnessed the tremendous achievements that have actually been brought 
about by the great [Libyan] revolution." 


During the meetings of the 8th session of the Islamic Cammittee for Ecmanic, 
Cultural, and Social Affairs, the chairman of the UAE delegation said: "The 
meetings of the committee ended in great success, and they were characterized 
by a spirit of Islamic brotherhood. All of the items on the agenda were dis- 
cussed by the members of the delegations in a spirit of awareness and serioqus- 
ness." 


He went on to say: "The issues which were brought up for discussion during the 


meetings dealt with the econamic and cultural situation in the Islamic coun- 
tries. The subject of econamic development in the Islamic oountries was dis- 
cussed. A sum of $4 billion has already been earmarked for this Islamic 
project, and it has already been discussed during the meetings of the 
development funds at the headquarters of the secretariat general of the 
Islamic Conference [Organization]. 


"The committee also discussed the subject of food supply. This matter con- 
cerns the Islamic nations generally, and the lesser-developed nations in par- 
ticular. Other subjects included in the agenda were also discussed." 


He said that Libya has played a great role in making the conference meetings 
a success. The chairman of the UAE delegation also had words of praise for 
the development in variqus fields which he witnessed in Libya, and he praised 
the Arab hospitality which he enjoyed there. 
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WORLD'S MOSLEM MINORITIES’ PROBLEM TO BE RESEARCHED 


London ARABIA in English No 6, Feb 82 p 82 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


Ge Delegates from 30 countries 
“ met in Sherbrooke, Canada in 
January to discuss the economic 
status of Muslim minorities world- 
wide. The point of the seminar 
Was to assess What aid needs to be 
given to these minorities. It was 
organised jointly by the Institute of 
\Mlusiim Minority Affairs (IMMA) 
of King Abdulaziz University in 
jeddah. Saudi Arabia. and the 
Uinmah Islamiyah Research Insti- 
tute in North Hatley, Quebec. The 
event was to have been held in 
Jeddah in November but was post- 
poned and transferred to Canada 
because of the Hajj. 

The opening session of the five- 
day conference was told that three 
fellowships for the study of the eco- 
nonuc problems of Muslim minor- 
ities had been set up. The confer- 
ence coordinator, Dr Saved Zainul 
Abedin, who also edits IMMA’s 
journal, told Arabia that the aim ts 
to “discover the vanijous Muslim 
minorities of the world: to investi- 
gate their economic problems and 
to suggest ways of improving the 
expertise of Muslim businessmen 
and entrepreneurs. 

Dr Abedin has been involved in 
Mushm minority affairs for many 
vears and recently organised con- 
ferences on the Muslims of the Phi- 
lippines and ‘East Africa. IMMA 
and its journal have been going 
through a lean period, however. 
and this was pointed out at the 
conference, Which agreed that pub- 
heaton of the yournal must be reg- 
ularised. 

The conference papers sanied 
fromone continent to the other, but 
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concentrated heavily on Muslims in 
the Soviet Union and China. Sub- 
jects pinpointed for further re- 
search included employment pat- 
terns of Muslims in western 
Europe: the Muslim contribution to 
the manufacturing sector in 
Guyana. awqgots (religious endow- 
ments) in Ethiopia, Muslim indus- 
try in India; traders and agriculture 


in southern India and Sm Lanka: 
economic trends in west: Affican 
Muslim communities: and the eco- 
nomic status of Muslims in Yugos- 
lavia. 

Some interesting recommenda- 
tions were adopted. Financial sup- 
port is to be provided, for example. 
for census surveys of Muslim 
ponulations in Taiwan, the Peoples 
Republic of China, Hong Kong, 
and for the publication of educa- 
tional materials. The conference 
also agreed to concentrate research 
on Soviet Muslims and Muslims in 
China. | 

One research project, costing 
$140,000, is due to start in March. 
This will look at the conditions and 
obstacles to success in business 
faced by Muslim entrepreneurs in 
Australia, Canada, the US and the 
UK. A four-man team headed by 
Sulayman Nyang of Maryland, US, 
and including Shabir Hussein of 
Queensland University in Austra- 
lia, Dawood Hamdani, an econom- 
ist with the Canadian government, 
and Muhammad Anwar of the 
Commission of Racial Equality in 
the UK, is expected to take 18 
months to complete the project. 
They will concentrate on the finan- 
cial and political problems affecting 
Muslim business development. 
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ISLAMIC AFFAIRS 


Another result of the conference 
is the setting up of a cooperation 
exchange between King Abdulaziz 
University and Northwestern Uni- 
versity. Hino. in the field of de 
sign research. faculty exchange. 
and joint projects dealing with Mus- 
lim minorities. 














PERSIAN GULF AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


CONTAINER VESSEL PURCHASE--The United Arab Shipping Company (UASC) is to purchase 
nine container vessels, bringing the total number of its fleet of such freighters 
to 16. The director general of UASC, Abdul Aziz Salatt, announced two weeks ago 
that a contract for $400m had been signed, but he did not give any further details 
about the contract, only adding that it also covered the purchase of 14,000 con- 
tainers and that UASC would include liquid cargo transport in its service. UASC 

is jointly owned by Bahrain, Iraq, Kuwait, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the UAE. [Text] 
[London 8 DAYS in English No 9, 6 Mar 82 p 40] 


CSO: 4400/177 
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EGYPT 


MUBARAK INTERVIEWED ON PERSONAL BACKGROUND, RELATIONS WITH AL-SADAT 
Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT in Hebrew 5 Feb 82 Weekend Supplement pp 1-2 


[Interview with Egyptian President Husni Mubarak by Mira Avrekh at the Presi- 
dential Palace in Cairo; date not specified] 


[Text] The black, shiny Mercedes-Benz that stopped in front of the marble steps 
leading up to the white presidential palace, in the Heliopolis section of 
Cairo, carried no identifying marks. The Egyptian flag did not fly above it, 
the wail of sirens vas not heard, and there was no motorcycle escort. 


From the car an elegant gentleman emerged, wearing a dark, striped suit. His 
low black boots and sunglasses were of the same tvyoe worn by pilots in the 
Egyptian airforce. The compact man with a powerful biild quickly climbed the 
steps, like a gladiator entering the arena. It was Husni Mubarak, the third 
president of the Arab Republic of Egypt. 


"The Egyptian people, and the rest of the world, know very little about Husni 
Mubarak," says an American diplomat in Cairo. "He's an enigma, but remember 
Harry Truman, who at first seemed so weak in the shadow of Roosevelt. Then he 
surprised everyone." One might add: Remember how Anwar al-Sadat surprised 
those who saw him oly in the shadow of Nasir. 


The Natural Successor 


Even now that Husni Mubarak is president of Egypt, the citizenry of his country 
do not use superlatives when speaking of him. They don't fully appreciate him, 
but at the same time they don't fear him, the way they did Gamal ‘Abdal-Nasir. 
They don't feel at a distance from him, as they did with Anwar al-Sadat. He 
does not have a messiah complex, like Nasir, nor does he see himself as a 
prophet, as did al-Sadat. Husni Mubarak's approach is direct and simple in his 
attempt to bring progress and stability to Egypt. 


Husni Mubarak is campletely free from the exaggerated emotionalism with which 
Nasir excited the masses of Egypt to the point of hysteria. Even the cunning, 
sophisticated manner of al-Sadat is foreign to Mubarak, Unlike his predecessors, 
who owed political favors to numerous people and factions, Mubarak owes nothing 
to the political or econamic pressure groups in Egypt. The only debt he owes 

is to a leader who is no lamger among the living: Anwar al-Sadat. 
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"Husni Mubarak will succeed me upon my death," al-Sadat said repeatedly to the 
world leaders with whom he met. "He is my natural successor and will cmtinue 
all my plans. He is dedicated, consistent, indebted, loyal and honest.” 


Since he was appointed president--2 days after President al-Sadat's murder, on 
last October 6--Husni Mubarak's world has been concentrated in a narrow strip 
of about one kilometer in length: from the presidential palace where he has 
his office and his modest, two-story hame in the Heliopolis section--where he 
lives with his wife Suzanna and two sons, 2l-year old Ali and 17-year old 
Gamal--to the airforce officers' club at the bottom of the hill where he plays 
squash and spends his few free maments. 


A well-known Egyptian industrialist says: "All of a sudden there are no more 
traffic jams in the center of Cairo. Mubarak simply never leaves home. Al- 
Sadat used to drive through the center of the city at least twice a day, to 
his various offices, to the parliament, etc. That always caused traffic to 
stand still for hours at a time." 


The palace living roam is a great hall the walls of which are covered with 
hand-embroidered wallpaper, exquisite and delicate. It is full of expensive 
vases, crystal chandeliers and authentic furniture from the era of Louis XIV. 
But Egypt's president prefers to meet his guests, who came for "face to face" 
discussions, in a small office 4 meters by 8 in area, with just a small couch, 
two arm chairs, a coffee table, a dresser and a small desk. Here he offers 
them Turkish coffee or mint tea. Here he talks with them, listens to their 
opinions, sometimes argues--all for the purpose of "moving things along" in 


Egypt. 


Husni Mubarak's stare is resolute and direct. His handshake is warm and strong. 
He is a detailed, exacting man, aman of numbers. The pilots in the Egyptian 
airforce used to set their watches by the time he arrived at his office. His 
voice is deep and authoritative, but at the same time--soft. He speaks with 

a very clear accent. He delivers his speeches in classical, rich and flowery 
Arabic. 


I Have Not Changed 
Question: Are you the total antithesis of President al-Sadat? 
Answer: Antithesis? 


Question: Yes, I mean your style, your approach, your way of life, your per- 
sonality. It contrasts with that of al-Sadat like black and white. 


Answer: Not quite. I have experience from the time of al-Sadat. I saw the 
reaction of the people after President al-Sadat's murder. I have to act accor- 
ding to what the people want, so that they'll feel comfortable. My person- 
ality didn't change in the least when I started working in the government or 
the airforce, and it didn't change when I rose to the rank of lieutenant 
general. My approach remained the same. I've never changed nor can I change 
these things. 
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Question: Do you mean to say that you're "me of the gang?" 

Answer: Do you mean that I'm like the boys, like my sons? 

Question: No... 

Answer: Are you referring to the people? 

Question: Yes. 

Answer: It doesn't matter who I'm with. My feelings do not change. 
Question: Have you kept your old friends? 

Answer: I have a lot of friends. 

Question: Do you have true friends? 

Answer: Yes. 

Question: People you cam rely on, people you can always place your trust in? 
Answer: Yes, of course. Like any other man in the world. 

Question: Not everyone has friends. 

Answer: I have friends. But I don't let my friends use me. There are 
friends who might try to use me, Or ask for favors. I've never agreed to do 
that. When I was in the airforce, I had many close friends. But when they 


asked me for a pramotion, I refused to get involved. 


Question: You told me, shortly after you were appointed president, that you 
learned your values from your father. What influence did he have on you? 


Answer: I was very close to him. I stayed in our village a long time. 
Question: Until what age? 

Answer: Until I went to the military college, at age 19. From then on I 
lived qm an amy base. Only occasionally did I go into town. Maybe one day a 
week. 


Question: What did you do in town? 


Answer: I would just walk around, meet friends, go to a club, and at the end 
of the day return to my quarters on base. 


25 











To the Best of My Ability 


Question: But what made you join the airforce? Yao told me that when you were 
a child, you wanted to be a judge...when you were a small child in your native 
village. You respected your father. What did yq dream of being when you grew 
up? 


Answer: Well, my father was a clerk in the court, and he taught me that a 
judge is a just man who helps the weak. That's why I wanted to be a judge. 


Question: Now, as President of Egypt, you have milliqms of poor, weak people. 
Can you meet their expectations? 


Answer: I will do the best I can. I have qmly my salary. I have only my 
feelings. Believe me, I'll do the best I can. 


Question: What made you abandon your dream of being a judge and go into the 
airforce? 


Answer: I will answer you very candidly. I didn't have enough money to live 
in Cairo and rent an apartment of my own in order to study law. SolI stayed 
with my family in the village of my birth. 


Question: You have told me about your father. Did your mother have a big 
influence on you? 


Answer: My mother was a woman with a very good heart. She was very good and 
compassionate toward us...Mother lived in that village most of her life. She 
was very much the village woman type, always looking for ways to help the poor. 
If she had a lira in her pocket, she would give it to the poor... (laughing) 

she was capable of taking my father's entire salary and in 10 days, she could 
give it all away to the poor, and we'd be left with no money. 


Husni Mubarak was born on 2 May 1928 ina small village, Kfar al-Musayliha. 

This village, like the village where al-Sadat was born, is in the Minufiyah 
district. Mubarak's family has lived for 300 years in this village which is 
famous throughout Egypt for a special reason: it is the only village in Egypt 
with no illiterates. Every resident knows how to read and write. Because there 
is not enough land in the village, the people have to go to the cities to get 
work. 


Husni Mubarak's personal file in the airforce, No 00201, shows that he has had 
6,000 flight hours on "Spitfire" fighter-planes, Soviet bambers, and other types 
of craft. As a cammander in the airforce Mubarak was known as a first rate 
administrator. Al-Sadat saw in Mubarak the man who brought respect back to the 
airforce, respect it had lost after being totally wiped out in 1967. 
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At first glance, Mubarak's quiet expression can be misleading. Only after he 
opens up does he reveal to his partner in camversation the warmth and humor 
within him. He grasps things quickly, but he does not hesitate to say: "I 
didn't understand what you meant. Would you mind explaining?" Of himself he 
says: "When I have samething to say, I say it clearly, withqt skirting the 
issue. I like direct questions and I answer directly and hmestly." 


A New Way 


Question: Allow me to go back to the subject of the differences between you 
and President al-Sadat. Is it just a difference in style or is it a qualitative 
difference? 


Answer: Give me an example. 


Question: Shortly before his murder, President al-Sadat, for example, ordered 
the arrest of many intellectuals. You released them. There are many other 
qualitative differences oi this kind. 


Answer: I would like to tell you samething- When al-Sadat instituted the 
democracy, he did it too quickly. Many people advised him to move slowly, 
step by step, until the people could absorb and irternalize this freedom. But 
his idea was to give everything to everyme. Immediately afterward, the 
Situation began to deteriorate and he started impesing limits. He arrested 
many people: zealots and politicians. But his murder changed the situation. 
I have to start anew with respect to my relationship with the people. I have 
to release the politicians, find a new way to grapple with the oountry's 
problems. I have to open talks with other parties in order for everyone to be 
able to work toward the good of the country. 


Question: Many thought that al-Sadat wasn't fiim enough, that he arrested 
these people too late. They said: "Husni Mubarak is different. He's tough. 
He'll hang them all." And now it turns out that you are more lenient than 
al-Sadat. 


Answer: I always want to be fair, but at the same time I'm very exacting. 

When samething isn't right, I don't leave it aloe. I tend to give warnings 
first, omce or twice...If people have different ideas or opinims, I can dis- 
cuss that with them. But when a decision is made, everyone must respect it. 


Question: How do yaw arrive at your decisions? 

Answer: I have to talk with many aides, and to people with experience. Take 
for example the econamic situation. I'm not an econamist. Therefore I have 
to invite experts in econamics and ask them about subjects on which decisions 
need to be made. I let them conduct discussions and arrive at conclusions for 


the government to adopt in order to establish lomg range policy. 


Question: Do you listen to advice? 


Answer: Yes, of course. I have to listen. 
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Question: In other words, yo are part of a team? 


Answer: If I oppose their conclusions, I tell them so. But I am always pre- 
pared to listen to their ideas. 


Question: Dam't yq feel alme at the top? 

Answer: Why? 

Question: Because as "boss" you can't show your weaknesses. You can't show 
your doubts or your fears. You have accepted a responsibility toward a country 
whose situatim is not good. Surely there must be times when yq wake up at 
night and say: "God, here I am all alq™me, at the top of all this. Can I 
really do it all?" 

Answer: When I sleep--I sleep. I don't wake up, except in the morning... 
Question: And you know no fear? 

Answer: No. When I accepted the airforce command, I knew that I was preparing 
for war. I knew that 90 percent of the responsibility would be qm my shoulders, 
because if we failed, the blame would be laid on the airforce. I had to work 
very hard. 

Question: Are you trusting or are you a doubting type? 

Answer: Of course, I am a trusting type. But I have my daqbts about certain 
things. When I feel that something is not right, I go to the responsible party 
and demand to know: "Why did you say that? What did ym mean?" AndI Say it 
with complete candor. 

Question: Do yo have good instincts? 

Answer: Yes, definitely. 

To the Devil With You 

Question: How do you know the people's feelings? 

Answer: I have many friends in many positions, and I'm always speaking with 
different people. Once I went up to aman who was paving the sidewalk here and 
I started talking with him. 

Question: How could you, with 10 bodyguards hovering around? 

Answer: Well...in the afternoon, the bodyguards go hame. I even answer the 
phone myself. Sametimes I get wrong numbers...Once sone woman, an operator, 
called and asked: "Is this number such and such?" I said I didn't know my 


phone number because I never phome myself. She asked if I had placed a call 
to Alexandria. I said: "No. Thank you. I didn't place that call." She 
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asked my name and I said: Husni Mubarak (breaks into loud laughter). She 
started to shout (he raises his voice): "Goto hell. You're nct Husni 
Mubarak. Who are you trying to kid? Yaou're not the president. To the devil 
with you. If you were the president, you wouldn't be answering the phone 
yourself. (Laughing) I couldn't convince her, no matter what I said, that I 
was Husni Mubarak. 


Question: Do you still meet with your old friends? 

Answer: Yes. I goto the airforce club every day at 2:00, to play squash. I11l 
spend 2 hours there. I play for an hour and afterwards sit and talk with 

f riends. 

Question: Could we photograph you on the squash court? 

Answer: I don't feel at ease when I'm being photographed. 

Question: How long do you spend each day with yor family? 

Answer: My sons are very busy with their exams at the university. When I 

have time, an hour or two in the day or evening, they sit and talk withme. I 


don't like to go places without my family. 


Question: Do you sanetimes miss the airforce? Dc you feel sentimental about 
that period? 


Answer: You know, I have so many friends in the airforce. I worked there for 
a long time. I used to work mm base 19 hours a day. I slept there. I Know 
them well--officers, soldiers, technicians, civilians. They know me and I 
know them, even their family problems. I even know when their children were 
sick because their wives would call me. When one of the airforce boys wanted 
help, he could always call me directly. That's how I got to know them all. 


Question: And do ym still maintain ties with them? 

Answer: Yes, of course. 

Question: And they simply call and say: "Husni, how are yo?" 

Answer: They say: "Mr President." 

Question: What is your daily routine? 

Answer: I get up quite early in the morning, 6:00, 6:30, and sanetimes I see 
my sons. One of them gets up even earlier than I do because he rushes to the 
university. I read the newspapers. I get an idea of what's being written in 
our press and every day I get briefings on the international press. Sametimes 
the briefings are given to me in the morning, sametimes in the evening. After 


I finish going through the papers, I dress. That's usually around 8:00. 


Question: You no longer wear a uniform? 
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Answer: No. In the presidential palace I hald many meetings and discussions, 
on everything. That's how it goes until afternoon. Sametimes I have to come 
back here in the evening for urgent meetings. If nat, I go and unwind at the 
little airforce club here, where I meet military and civilians. Anyone with a 
problem can go there and wait for me (laughing) so sometimes, I get there and 
find a lam@g line of people waiting... 

Question: And they can all get in? There are no sequrity measures? 

Answer: Usually I know them, or my security people know them. 

Question: Yq go tothe club, sit, drink and talk? 


Answer: First I play squash. Some of them watch me, same of them play with 
me. If they have questions, they ask me. 


Question: What else do you play other than squash? Do yqm have other 
hobbies? 


Answer: Sometimes I run, or engage in other sports. 
Question: Do you play chess or backgammon? 


Answer: Sometimes I play backgammm, but the truth is that since I was 
appointed president, I have not even played mmce, because I don't have time. 


Question: Do sports relax you? 
Answer: Yes. I forget all about work during those 2 haurs. 
Question: Do you write yqr own speeches? 


Answer: I give the basic idea to sanmeme who translates it into a written 
Speech. 


Question: Are you nervous before you deliver a speech? 

Answer: (spreading his hands) I'm used to giving speeches. I've had a lot of 
experience, from the time when I was vice president. I started on my first 
trips to Morocco and Algeria, when we tried to mediate in the dispute between 
them on the Sahara. That was when I met King Hassan and President Boumedienne 
for the first time. Boumedienne was a difficult man. He wasn't easy to talk 
with. 


Question: How did you feel on your first diplamnatic missim? 


Answer: The first time I was very tense, but by the second meeting I already 
felt very comfortable. 


Question: How did you feel when you met with Mao Tse-Tung? 
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Answer: I felt that I had met a great man. I read alo about him. I sat 
with him around 45 minutes. Even that was too lmg for a conversatiam with Mao 
Tse-Tung. We started talking about almost everything in the world. 

Question: Did you feel completely at ease? 

Answer: Yes. 

Question: Amomg world figures, what man has influenced you the most? 


Answer: (after a brief pause) That's a hard question. 


Question: Could you say samething about women in politics: Indira Gandhi? 
Golda Meir? 


Answer: What I can say is that they are strong women, very strong, if they 
can manage in politics the way they do. President al-Sadat used to call Golda 
Meir "the old waman." He liked her. 

Equal Relations 

Question: Do you read books? Do you have time tc read books? 

Answer: Sametimes. 

Question: What kinds of books do you like to read? 

Answer: Sometimes I read scholarly books, which discuss the principles of 
policy and things of that sort. Stories, too, like the story by Hasnin Haydad 
on the Ayatollah Khomeyni. I also read the biographies of the world's great 
leaders. 

Question: How long did your trust in Russia last? 

Answer: A total of 3 years and 3 momths. 

Question: What do you feel toward the Russians? Yq are known to have said 
that one should be cautious about Russian penetration in the Middle East because 
this might be disastrous. 

Answer: I want to tell yo that I will maintain relations with any country 
that will maintain relations with me qm the basis of equality. However, to 
Maintain relations with a country that regards itself as a superpower and me 


as a weakling--that will not work for the time being. 


Question: Do you not fear that a Palestinian state will bring the Russians, 
initially to our doorway and subsequently to yaurs? 
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Answer: Most meticulous measures will be taken when a Palestinian state is 
established to prevent any kind of foreign presence to it. Under all circun- 
stances, we will certainly not accept a Russian presence in such a state or in 
any other country in the region. However, when we reach a decision on any kind 
of Palestinian state, we must give the Palestinians the choice to decide for 
themselves. This is not just a vital problem to you, it is vital to us also. 


Question: You disbanded the Egyptian government and announced that there would 
be a new order. Are you willing to explain in more detail what yq meant? 


Answer: You know, I meant to make changes in the government anyway, following 
the withdrawal from the Sinai inA,.ril. But when I realized that some of the 
government ministers were involved in an incident with a contractor who was 
found guilty of bribery, I decided to make the changes in the government now. 


Husni Mubarak keeps his private life private. A few days after he became 
president, Mubarak read in the newspaper AL-JUMHURIYAH an article which said 
that his wife Suzanna (the daughter of a Welsh mother and an Egyptian father) 
was studying for a masters degree in social science from the American University 
of Cairo. Mubarak personally "dressed down" the editor-in-chief of thz paper, 
Muhsan Muhamed, saying: 


"I don't want to see anything personal about my family, not about my wife, my 
children, or me. Not my native village or my school. What we do, where we go 
is our private affair. And also, don't call me the "hero of the airforce." 
And don't call my wife the "first lady." There is no first lady, there is 
Mrs Mubarak. And my children are not the president's children. They are two 
boys in their own right. | 


Suzanna Mubarak heads a group of teachers and volunteer women who work mainly 
toward the establishment of modern schools in developing areas of Egypt. But 
her work is done in quiet privacy, far from the spot light of attention. She 
has never granted an interview to the media. 


The Breakthrough 

Question: I'd like to go back and ask you about your relations with President 
al-Sadat. Were you always involved in the decisim making process? When you 
were vice president, did you know about his visit to Jerusalem ahead of time? 
Answer: I knew about it 5 or 6 days in advance. 

Question: That's all? 

Answer: I knew samething about it. But in the beginning, President al-Sadat 
was not sure himself what route he wanted to take. He started talking about 
the problem in March 1977. He said samething at one of the security committee 
meetings about having to go and talk with the Israelis. Later, he forgot 


about it. Ne one took it seriously. 


Question: Did they think he was kidding? 
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Answer: Yes, that is what we thought. It was a new way of thinking--a new 
breakthrough in a 30-year old problem. In September 1977, he received a personal 
letter saying that the problems among Arabs themselves were far worse than those 
between Arabs and Israelis. The Geneva Camference, you're familiar with that 
subject, was proof that we hadtostand up and do something. 


At the time, President al-Sadat was about to leave m his trip to Romania, Iran 
and Saudi Arabia--the trip that preceded the peace initiative--and he told me: 
"Mubarak, I want to do something when I return. I'm thinking about something." 
When he came back, he called me to come to see him at the place where he goes 
to be alome and contemplate--Isma'iliya. We walked through the garden. It was 
quiet and peaceful. You could hear the sound of the sprinklers spraying water 
on the grass. 


Then President al-Sadat said to me: "I'm planning to go to Jerusalem. I'm 
going to make a breakthrough there." I asked: Have you thought it aout well? 
And we started discussing the issue. But he didn't tell me when he planned to 
leave for Jerusalem. A week or 10 days after 19 November, he delivered a 
speech to the parliament. It was a Thursday evening. In his speech he said: 
"I'm ready to go to the ends of the earth, even to Israel, to tell them in 
Jerusalem that the way to resolve the problem is thus and so." Ail those 
present cheered and applauded, even Yasir ‘Arafat, who was sitting close to me, 
applauded. He tried to deny it later, but it was seen on television. 


The next day, Friday, I left for Morocco and Algeria. On my way to Algiers, I 
received a telegram from President al-Sadat in which he asked me to end my 
mission and come back without delay. I arrived in Cairo on Mmday at midnight. 
On Tuesday we met with several Americans. Herman Eilts, who at the time was the 
U.S. Ambassador to Cairo, was among them. One of the Americans asked the 
president: "Are you really considering going to Israel?" He answered: 

"Yes." That was the first time I really believed that he was going. 


When the sessio was over, Herman Eilts asked me: "Will the president go to 
Israel?" I answered: "Yes." He just couldn't believe it. He almost fell 
off his chair. 


Question: Do you expect relations between Egypt and the Arab countries to 
return to normal inthe near future? 


Answer: The Arab countries feel that they cannot do anything without Egypt. 
Look at the Fez Conference, what happened there, what was said there, what the 
Arab League secretary says--You see that everybody realizes that without 

Egypt the Arabs are scattered. As Al-Sadat said: "There is no Peace without 
Egypt and there is no war without Egypt." Most of them now realize that the 
only way to peace is the one taken by al-Sadat. 


Question: Let us assume that Syria decided to declare war on Israel. You 
have recently said that if they do not consult yq, you will not come to their 
aid. However, let us assume they consult you. What will yam do then? 
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Answer: I will discuss the problem with them. What is their purpose for 
launching a war? What are the reasons for war? What will war give them? 

Every problem can be solved through war or peace or one may sit and scream 

over the radio and television...We have tried war several times, and it led 
nowhere. War has never led to peace. Where did war between the United 

States and Vietnam lead? Ultimately they sat around the negotiating table. 

Can this not be dme directly, withaqt resorting to war? Wars will never solve 
the problem. We are not ready to undergo another war. 


Question: Are you aware of the difficulties Israel is now undergoing regarding 
the withdrawal from Yamit and everything related to it? 


Answer: That was the price of peace. We want eternal peace. 


Question: What do ya have to say to those opposed to the withdrawal from 
Sinai? 


Answer: Look, in the wake of President al-Sadat's initiative we chose the 
process of peace. We signed the Camp David accords. We signed the peace 
treaty, and we hope that the latter treaty will be implemented in its entirety. 
If I remember correctly, according to the provisios of the treaty a full 
withdrawal from the Sinai must be carried out. If certain groups want to go to 
Yamit and stir trouble there, that is an internal problem of the Israeli 
government. It is not my problem. When Prime Minister Menahem Begin visited 
here I asked him: "Peace forever?" And he replied: "Yes, peace forever." 

To those who want to stay in Yamit I want to say just this: Peace is dearer 
than anything else in the world. In order to have peace we must honor all our 
commitments. 


Question: Does it not worry you? Are you not apprehensive that Israel will 
not fulfill its commitments? 


Answer: I am certain that Israel and Prime Minister Begin have undertaken to 
Carry out something and they will fulfill their commitments. I have no doubt 
about it. 


Question: What guarantees does Israel have that after it returns the entire 
Sinai on 26 April that you will fulfill all yor commitments and you will not 
change your position? 


Answer: What can I do to put the Israelis at ease? It seems that I will have 
to order a huge poster bearing the words: "There is no change, there is no 
change..." for everybody to see. 


Question: From your meetings with Menahem Begin, would you say that the same 
"chemistry" that existed between him and President al-Sadat can develop between 
the two of you? I mean, a relationship on a first name basis? 





Answer: Why not? You know I worked very closely with President al-Sadat, and 
I had many opportunities in the past to meet with Prime Minister Begin. 


Questio: Do yqm call him "Menahem," too? 


Answer: Well, I am not accustomed to calling people older than myself by 
their first names, and as yo know, Mr Begin is older than I. 


Question: Is it true that you are a very religiqis man? 
Answer: Yes, I am a religious man, although I am not an extremist. 


Question: What makes a man like yourself, who avoids the spot light and 
ceremonioqus events--who wants to be alone... 


Answer: No, not to be alme--to lead a normal life. 

Question: All right, But why do you want to be president? 

Answer: I didn't ask to be president. 

Question: True, but you accepted the positim. 

Answer: I had to accept it. There was no other way. 

Question: What attracted you to the position? 

Answer: No. I accepted the position for Egypt, not for the glory of the 
presidency, not for the name, and not in order to lead a loose life. I see 
all the responsibility inherent in the job. The only interest I have is to 
confrot problems and resolve them. 


Question: When will you visit Israel? 


Answer: Maybe toward the end of February. If that doesn't work out, I'il come 
the first week of March, no later. 


When I left President Mubarak, at the end of the interview, the photographer 
who accompanied me asked: "Mr President, would yq stand still fer amament, 
in a natural pose, so I can photograph you?" 

"Of course," smiled the President of Egypt, and he stood up straight with his 
arms folded on his chest, looking straight into the camera. 


"Please relax," I said 


"I am relaxed," answered the president with a tight mouth, apparently due to 
the "allergy" he has to cameras. 
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"Couldn't you at least take your arms down fran your chest?" I asked. 


"Really," answered Husni Mubarak with a smile, "and what would yq have me do 
with my arms? Sh-wld I bury them in my pockets, like an American?..." 


9811 
CSO: 4423/88 
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EGYPT 


'TAL-AHRAM' OFFERS WORKING PAPER FOR ECONOMIC CONFERENCE 
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 29 Jan, 5 Feb 82 


JArticle by Mahmud Murad: " Working Paper on the conclusions of AL-AHRAM's Sym- 
posia To Be Presented +o the Conference the President Has Convened"/ 


[29 Jan 82 p 9/ 


LText/ AL=AGRAM, through its weekly symposium, is today taking an advanced step 
putting the conclusions of these symposia and experis’ ideas into a working paper 
which it will present to the great economic conference President Husni Mubarak has 
convened in order to discuss the seven issues presented and put forward an Egyptian 
economic strategy that will govern the course of the economy, which, first and last, 
has as its objective the welfare of society and the welfare of man, so that Egypt, 
as the president has stated, will be by and for everyone. 


Proceeding from this premise, the president has prosented the major issues for pub- 
lic discussion. He has also assigned a group of major economic experts in Egypt to 
express their notions on them, while others, and other official, unofficial and 
academic bodies, work to the same end. 


AL-AHRAM, in its symposium, has been anxious to mobilize experts from various intel- 
lectual and political currents and approachers to discuss issues most freely and 
honestly. A large number of people who have assumed charge of ministries in pre- 
vious cabinets and are doing so in the present one, in addition to officials with 
various agencies and bodies, have also participated in it and the opinions of the 
masses and interested persons have been sought through their letters and through 
meetings. After all this, AL-AHRAM set aside a special symposium to lay out views on 
a vision of an Egyptian economic strategy. Then, from all these opinions, a working 
Paper was extracted for presentation to the great conference, and the publication of 
this starts today. 


While AL-AHRAM®S work is to be described, in accordance with the journalistic ex- 
pression, as a service to its readers and society, the paper would like to state that 
this effort is only a response to one of the genuine rights the readers, the society 
and the nation can expect from it. 


It is from these readers, from Eqyptians, whoever they are, that we may receive illu- 
mination along the road, and it is to them that the goal is directed. 
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Finally, this paper is an attempt at a positive contribution to national action, just 
as AL-AHRAM, through its numerous channels, including the Friday symposium thet 
entered its third year a few days ago, has contributed a commitment to objectivity 

in discussion, honesty in presentation and truth in treatment. 


It is our thorough hope that this paper, along with others, will be a basis for a 
takeoff toward attainment of the great goal, the solution of panding problems and 
definition of the signposts of the roed towerd a more brilliant morrow! 





Now, let us head for the great conference. Let us mobilize the output of all peo- 
ple's thinking, objectively, and in scholarly honesty, we present a humble “work- 
ing" paper to the great economic conference which is to be held next month by invi- 
tation of President Husni Mubarak. We will try to set forth a conception of Egyp- 
tian economic strategy whose goal is the progress of the society and the Egyptian 
people. While AL-AHRAM's symposium discussed numerous issues in the course of many 
weeks so that we could extract this strategic conception from it, AL-AHRAM has 
devoted a special symposium to this subject, leying before those in attendance a 
summary of the conclusions it reached so that the discussion could start with a 
limited number of experts possessing unlimited ideas and expertise. From all of 
this, from the output and from the symposium, we are setting out this paper, so that 
it, along with other efforts, may constitute a basis from which the conference may 
set out in order to achieve its objective. It is clear that the results of the con- 
ference will be presented for general discussion in turn. 


Therefore the dialogue will resume once again in order to arrive at a single con- 
solidated formula governing the course of the Eqyptian economy for many years to 
come . | 


Some people might imagine that this strategy concerns economics in its pure, ab- 
stract sense. However, this is very far from the truth. The movement of sife itself 
is governed by economics and one must therefore state that what the conference will 
discuss, and consequently what we will address ourselves to here, are also the bases 
for the social and indeed cultural progress of Eqypt, its society and its people. 

It is natural that the cost lies in the context of a consumerist economy "of the 
pound or the dollar" where dominance ccas to those who earn or have more, indeed, 
where artistic life is dominated by activities which are engulfed in a decline into 
the appeal for convenience and comfort, where publishing, writing and translation 
activity regresses and thinkers are torn apart by sorrow or die of hunger, and 

where education becomes a ladder to “improvisation and cleverness,” speech becomes 
rigid, and dreams become stiflid! 


AL-AHRAM: We mean to say an Egyptian" economic strategy and not an economic strat- 
egy "for Egypt," because we imagine that we do not want a ready-made strategy which is 
right "for Egypt" but rather an Egyptian strategy through and through, one which 
arises from our actual situation and from the circumstances of society, with its 
social and economic composition, its productive and consumer relations, and every- 
thing that lies within it and is connected to it. 


Dr Ahmad Jami', law professor at ‘Ayn Shams: We want to discover the broad lines 
which are likely to govern the course of the Egyptian economy for a period of no 
less than 15 or 20 years, on grounds that that is indeed the pace of change in 
Egypt. Socialist tendencies started in 1961 and lasted until the economic liberali- 
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zation came in 1974. Therefore we are agreed on the subject-matter we are going 

to discuss, proceeding from the point of dissatisfaction with the current state of 
the Egyptian economy, because thinking about making a change for the better begins 
with rejecting the actual situation. In my opinion, dissatisfaction arises from two 
grievous errors: first, liberalization is not achieving the desired goals, in terms 
of quantity and quality, and second, the national product is not being distributed 
equitably enough. 


Dr Kamal al-Janzuri, minister of planning, said, at the symposium on wages and prices 
which was published on 15 May of last year, that the National Planning Institute had 
made a study titled "Support in the Egyptian Family" to ascertain the degree of severity 
of inflation that resulted from the rise in prices. It was clear that the Egyptian 
family, in the fifties, consisted of five persons on the average, supported by one or 
one and a half persons; at the end of the seventies the same family was being supported 
by two or two and a half persons. When we take the wages the government pays the indi- 
viduel, aside from any other private wages into consideration, we find that the aver- 
age each individual was receiving per year in the fifties was 250 pounds; this rose 

to 600 pounds in the svventies. This means that the family income rose from 375 pounds 
(the wages of the person and a half who took charge of supporting it), to 1,500 pounds 
(the wages of two and a half persons), about a fourfold increase. Nonetheless, they 
complain that they do not enjoy the same services and commodity purchases they had 
been enjoying before. 


At the same symposium, Eng Sa'd Hijris, deputy mini:ter of agriculture, said that we 
import 40 percent of our sugar consumption each year, or about 400,000 tons, priced 
et about $320 million, because we produce only about 100,000 tons, and we import more 
than 61,000 tons of lentils, priced at about $49 m‘llion, because we produce only 
24,000 tons. Dr al-Janzuri commented on that by s:.ying that we were being supplied 
with 80 percent of the world's production, which comes to 100,000 tons per year, and 
this could be saved if we planted 30,000 feddans. 


Eng Hijris added, "We produce 1.8 million tons of wheat per year and import 6 million 
tons of wheat and flour priced at about $1.32 billion." And so on! This symposium 
amphesized that there was no solution to the problem of wages and prices except 
through production, and greater production. 


Dr Ramzi Zaki, senior expert with the National Planning Institute: We want Egypt to 
have a strategy for economic and social progress, and not just for economic develop- 
ment. That is, it should add the social dimension in order to w>rk to raise living 
standards and justly distribute the fruits of development. A great number of think- 
ers in the third world have agreed over this, and believe that they should set out 
strategies that arise from their own countries and are not imported from the outside 
world. Then, following «a study of prevailing conditions and problems we will have 
to face, I can say that there is no "readymade prescription." 


At the beginning, after a proper identification of the case, it is necessary to lay 
emphasis on three matters: what is the goal that the Eqyptian economy is trying to 
achieve in the long run, let us say 25 years; in whose benefit will this goal be 
determined; and what is the best method and what are the means that will lead to that? 


In my conception, the goal is to bring the Egyptian economy to an independent advanced 
status, able to grow intrinsically and raise the living standard of the overwhelming 
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majority of the people of Egypt, that is, benefiting the broad base. As for the 
means, or the best way to carry that out, that depends on the sound scientific admini- 
stration of society, which can be achieved only through comprehensive nati nal plen- 
ning. For example, if we deal with the liberalization period from 1974 to now, we 
will find that it was founded on the basis of the laws of the distribution of the 
resources and fruits of economic effort. Therefore it turned in’o a consumerist 
liberalization, and some sectors allocated resources to fields which did not yield 
benefit for the broad base of the citizens. 


Dr Muhammad Hasan Fajjeal-Nur, deputy minister of planning: There is no argument over 
what Dr Ramzi said, except in its formulation. For example, I differ over his demand 
that a strategy be set forth for economic and sociel progress, and not a strategy 

for development, because development is economic and social. These two are elements 
of strategy. Therefore I prefer the designation "development" to "progress" because 
it means carrying out structural changes in the social and economic structure of the 
society, not just making increases in rates of development. The word “strategy” has 

a long-term meaning. Having discussed that, we will be in agreement over the defin- 
ition of what the goal is and who it benefits. As for the means, we have a number of 
methods at hand. If we ask whether we will use the laws of the market or comprehensive 
national planning, I do not find any conflict between the two. In fact, when planning 
does not make use of the laws of the market, many problems appear. That does not 
mean that these laws should govern planning but rather that they will be one of its 
instruments. I might add that planning must be binding and comprehensive. However, 
penetrating into the real situation in Egypt, we find a great difference between 
Preparation for planning and the planning process; we must know who is preparing the 
plan and who is carrying out the planning process! The Ministry of Planning, which is 
extremely serious, is not performing the planning process but is preparing the plan, 
and that causes problems! 


Having said this, I agree with Dr Ramzi on the point that the Egyptian economy should 
be able to grow by its own power and that dependance on foreign loans should be re- 
duced. One should bear in mind that there are grants, and there will be no fears on 
that score if we have a specific strategy where, if policies change, the goal will 
remain fixed. 


I might then add that we have always neen concerned with two questions: What shall 
wa produce and how shall we produce? We have totally neglected “Where shall we 
produce?" This leads us into a new dimension of the planning process, which is very 
important in Egypt, in light of the structural disturbance, entailing distribution 
of production within the area of Egypt that is made available. We must get out of 
the 6-million-feddan area and engage in all forms of productive and human activity. 


Dr Muhammad Subhi ‘Abd-al-Hakim, chairman of the Consultative Assembly, stated, at 
AL-AHRAM'S symposium on the Nile and its effects on the lives of Eqyptians published 
on 8 August 1980, "The river is without a doubt the most important element in the 
environment, in terms of effect on mankind, and it has made the Egyptians live on 

the narrow strip of its two banks and the triangle of the Delta. However, while 
Egypt has been the gift of the Nile, it has also been the oift of the Egyptians. The 
will of the Egyptian people has been proved, and the river has been dominated by 
shifting its course through the construction of the high dam. Therefore it is 
necessary to call upon the Egyptians to emerge from their restricted area.” In this, 
he was supported by Dr Husayn Khallaf, who demanded that one not distinguish between 
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the Nile and the desert, indeed that every governorate on the strip of the river 

be made to include some of the existing fertile land and some of the desert 
adjacent to it. Or Subhi ‘'Abd-al-Hakim added that 40 million Egyptians live on the 
two banks of the river, and just half a million live in the desert, although the 
area of the Nile Valley is no more than 3.5 to 4 percent of Egypt's total area 
while the rest is desert. The population density in the valley now comes to 1,200 
persons per square kilometer, which will rise to 2,000 if the situation remains as 
it is. Therefore it is necessary to establish industrial towns in the desert as 
part of a plan to redistribute the population. 


Or Ramzi Zaki: If you will permit me to add some touches, I might say that "a 
progressive economy” means one that is independent and is able to raise the level 

of individuals, in the sense of seeking changes that might occur in the stucture 

of the Egyptian economy, whether industrial or agricultural, so that it will be able 
to fylfjll the needs of the Eqyptian people and grow continuously. This leads us 

to /ask/, what pioneering sectors must we concentrate on in the future? Are they 
agriculture, industry ‘ir services? Then what healthy growth relationships must pre- 
vail among the various sectors? In addition, in investment tendencies and the pro- 
cess of investing the fruits of investment, the foreign sector must not be the 
dominant factor. ile want cqypt to have an independent economy so that development 
will arise from Egypt's circumstances and not from haphazard foreign factors. Our 
self-reliance must gradually lead to ridding us of i'xe need for foreign loans and 
aid. Therefore it is necessary to concentrate on tte development of local resources. 
For instance, we might point out that in the recent liberalization period, reliance 
was on the outer world more than domestically, since 50 percent of the investments 
during the last 10 years were financed from abroad. 


This cannot go on, because a country that is alway. borrowing will reach a point 
where it will be facing severe obstacles and difficulties in paying off creditors and 
the rescheduling process, and it will be faced witn very many internal pressures 
which we do not need! It is no secret that Eqypt, in the past period, was exposed 

to numerous foreign pressures because of the accumulation of debts, as far as the 
International Monetary Fund, the consultative group or the Gulf Authority were con- 
cerned. Just the volume of long-term loans came to $18 billion by 31 June 1981 -- 

the purchase of arms, and medium and short-term loans do not enter into these! 


Or Muhammad Hasan Fajje-al-Nur: I would like to distinguish between the possible and 
the impossible. Is it possible, in the context of current economic conditions not to 
rely on the outer world? We will need it during the current stage because what is 
needed is not just future development but also the solution to pressing urgent cur- 
rent problems. Today is the product of yesterday; we cannot tell people “Look to 
the future,” we cannot sacrifice the present generation for the sake of the gener- 
ations of tomorrow! We cannot sacrifice the generations of tomorrow for the sake 

of the present one! Therefore what is desired is a balance. 


[5 Feb 82 p 9/ 


Ltext/ Last week we started publishing the working paper on the fruits of AL-AHRAM's 
symposia which was presented to the great economic conference which President Husni 
Mubarak called for, to take place this 13 February, in order to set out an economic 
strategy that will solve the problems of the foreseeable future over the 5-year plan 
period, from 1982 to 1987, and sketch out the broad lines of the future. 
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To take part in the discussion of this strategy and the solutions it may entail, 

we are offering the conclusions of AL-AHRAM's symposia held in the past 2 years which 
discussed a number of general issues, including the seven points the president has 
set out for disCussion. 


Reading closely, with scholarly accuracy and objectivity, we have devoted a special 
symposium to strategy, specifying that its identity be Egyptian, that is, that it 
arise from the circumstances of Egyptian society, and be humble, with its conditions 
totally in harmony with its resources and in harmony with the nature of man, while 
not ignoring -- and this is of utmost importance -- the social aspect, since it is 
aimed at the interests of the Egyptians, the citizens, whoever they might be. The 
president laid emphasis on this notion more than once in his speech on 26 January 
when he said, “Upright economic policy must have a clear social content because the 
philosophy which governs our construction of a new Egypt is that Egypt is for all its 
people and therefore that it is not allowable for its bounties to be restricted to a 
privileged few or for the toiling masses to bear burdens for which they do not have 
the strength.” In the same speech, he said that the choice among different alter- 
natives to solve problems is aimed at what entails “the good of the overwhelming 
majority of the fighting Egyptian people." 


In the first part, which we published last Friday, we said that some people might 
think that this strategy is related to economics in its pure, abstract sense, but 
that is radically different from the truth; the process of life itself is governed by 
economics, and one must therefore say that the great conference to which we are 
presenting this paper will also discuss the bases of the progress of the culture and 
civilization of Egypt and its society and people. 


Being directly specific, we said that this Egyptian economic strategy must name its 
goal, which is the attainment of Egypt's social and economic progress, so that the 
economy will become independent and intrinsically able to grow. While it is relying 
on foreign loans now, in some of its stages, it must emphasize domestic production, 
and support and develop that in s manner which will gradually reduce reliance on 
these loans, especially since they came to $18 billion as of last 31 June -- a 
Figure which, enormous as it is, does not include grants, arms loans, or short or 
medium-term loans, that is, is concerned only with long-term loans. It is true that 
it is possible to act by working these loans around in a manner that will serve the 
tgypiian plan, but they might expose the country to different sorts of pressure that 
we do not need, and therefore planning is necessary so that we can eliminate re- 
liance on loans at some point and rely on our own resources. This goal, which will 
have the effect of raising the level of the overwhelming majority of the fighting 
Egyptian people, can be achieved by having a comprehensive plan whose execution is 
binding, provided that the body concerned, which is the Ministry of Planning, pre- 
pare the plan and the planning process itself, that, in the course of doing so, it 
not fall prey to the laws of the market, while at the same time observing these laws 
and the local and international variables in them, and that the management of the 
society which has been entrusted to it be scientific and sound and, in its priori- 
ties, take healthy growth relations among the various sectors in the country into 
account. Then, through all this, we must distinguish between the possible and the 
impossible, in order to deal with both in the context of existing conditions and 
available resources. Since today is the product of yesterday, and tomorrow is the 
cover of the public interest, nor must one sacrifice the present generation for the 


42 








for the alleged interests of the future and coming generations. By the same cri- 
terion, one must not sacrifice the coming generations for the sake of the happiness 
of the current generation. 


This is the problem or the difficult equation; where do the emancipation from it, and 
the solution to it, be? 


The decisive point which governs the whole course of the econumy, not just in Egypt 
but in any other country, is: How can we put forth a decisive plan which will solve 
Problems in the context of current unsatisfying, unhealthy conditions, without dis- 
rupting the individual's rights, proceeding from the eternal lew which represents 

the social contract between the citizen and the state, and, at the same time, with- 
out disrupting the rights of the generations, that is, without acting in the inter- 
ests of one generation at the expense of another, while hoping, in spite of all that, 
for an independent economy which is not dependent on others for imports or loans? 


Dr Ramzi Zaki, senior «xpert at the National Planning Institutet Loans are exposing 
Egypt to much pressure, anc therefore the issue that must be stressed in the new 
strategy is to reduce the burden of foreign loans, and develop society's savings 

and production to the point where it will get to dispense with loans and will rely 

on itself, as a nece -er; condition for the attainment of economic independence as 

an essential goel. We stress this because reliance %n the foreign world for develop- 
ment makes the country subordinate to some degree ea Jj, if the dependence on loans end 
grents increases, the degree of subjection to forei-1 pressures and factors which we 
cen do without increases, so therefore it is necessary to develop local resources. 


The road to development in backward or developing : ountries like ours must be in- 
dependent; otherwise, development will falter and : tray and the country will lose 
its economic independence and be incapable of rea}.zing welfare for its people. 
Similarly, that will not enable it to be fair in its distribution of resources. 
The more the debts increase, the more the country allocates the main share of in- 
vestments to productive capacities which are producing for exports, to provide re- 
venues to pay loan instalments, and the more it tries to reduce imports, thereby 
entering into a vicious circle! 


Therefore comprehensive planning based on the exercise of awareness of economic laws 
is necessary in order to distribute society's limited resources in a manner which 
will realize the best results. 


AL-AHRAM: This, therefore, is the necessity, the comprehensive plan that is de- 
sired, which must depend on local resources. How, though in the light of this, can 

we set forth solutions to economic problems without disrupting citizens’ rights, 
Proceeding from the law of the social contract? If the government, in the legislation 
it sets forth, is administering the functioning of society and relations among its 
members, and is taking from the effort and the sweat of citizens, it is compelled to 
provide a dignified life for them. Whether that is the minimum or maximum, or some- 
thing between the two, will depend on the extent of the individual's effort and 
self-sacrifice. The government is not distinct from the masses, merely designing to 
give them handouts; rather, it is an embodiment of their will, and is bound to 

achieve political objectives in accordance with our notion that politics means solv ing 
the masses’ problems, the problems of the ordinary citizen, the citizen whoever he 
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may be. What therefore can be done without disrupting the right of the individual 
and without disturbing the rights of different generations, without grinding down 
one generation at the expense of another, in the contuxt of the current circum- 
stances which we are trying to change, on behalf of the society and not just a 
privileged few? 


Or Ahmad Jami', professor of law at ‘Ayn Shams: I believe that there are four 
points that cell for intervention at the present time in the context of current eco- 
nomic conditions. These ere: the public sector, which the historic period requires 
be preserved; the private sector, whose existence must also be cared for; what is 
known as economic liberalization, in the light of these conditions; and increased 
production capability which is a necessity, along with equity in distribution. 
Through these four points, one must eliminate discrimination between the private 
sector and the economic liberalization sector; treat the public and private sec- 
tors equally in terms of the laws by which they are managed; realize economic ac- 
countability in order to adopt economic decisions, in the field of production or 
consumption; and manage the domestic economy through economic measures, not bureau- 
cratic administrative decrees. 


In greater detail, to raise production capability, it is necessary to eliminate dis- 
crimination in treatment between the private and liberalization sectors. Thr In- 
vestment Law 43 for 1974 failed to achieve its basic goal, which was to attract 
foreign capital to Egypt in order to take part in projects which would increase the 
country's foreign currency revenues, bringing advanced levels of production technology 
along with it. Proof of that is the fact that the price of imports increased and 
axports (exclusive of oil) covered only 20.1 percent of them in 1980-81. This means 
the failure of the production of commodities to replece imports on the one hand; on 
the other it means we also export commodities! Further proof of failure is the fact 
that 66 percent of the total capital in projects that are subject to this law is owned 
by Egyptians. In my opinion, the solution is to set out a unified investment. law 
which will retain the privileges now being granted to the companies and will not in- 
fringe on them, while expanding the number of people benefiting from them, provided 
that the privileges be based on the nature of the activity, regardless of who its 
owner is, or the type of the capital, and that the privileges increase in accordance 
with the contribution of the productive activity the domestic economy requires. 


With respect to the demand for equality in circumstances of work and management rules 
hetween the two sectors, the private and public, the reason for this is the fact that 
the public sector's movement is restricted and its management does not enjoy freedom 
and is made to bear heavy social commitments in the form of the labor it has to employ 
and the pricing of its products, which does not yield profits. 


While not ignoring that the public sector can have ea social goal, one must draw a 
distinction between the economics of the public sector and social goals, That is, 
one must distinguish between the economic administration of the public sector and 
its ownership, and the fact that we impose the social duty of absorbing labor and 
selling at low prices on it and should allow it to achieve productive competence in 
accordance with economic costs. After we have done that, we can adopt measures to 
realize social goals, such as establishing a price equilibrium fund which will defray 
the difference between economic and sociel costs. 











The third point, which is the need to realize economic accountability as a basis 

for adopting economic decisions in the field of production and consumption, means 
that it is very important that the prices of the goods and services produced be con- 
sidered on the basis of their supply scarcity relative to the demand for them, that 
is, their relative scarcity. Thus, everything produced will have an economic price, 
as a consequence of the concurrence of the forces of supply and the forces of the 
demand for it; this will not just have the effect of expressing the extent to which 
the goods or services are able to satisfy the need for them, that is, the demand for 
them, but will also express the degree to which they are available in the market, that 
is, their supply. This is what I mean by looking after the Eqyptian situation and 
looking after the presence of the Eqyptian public sector. It is necessary that the 
Prevailing prices of products reflect the importance that the overall consumers of 
various goods and services attach to them and the productive efforts required to 
sring them into being at the same time, so that these prices will be the result of 
the arbitration which society conducts between ite requirements for various products 
on the one hand and material and technical resources for producing them on the other. 
One cannot dispense wih eccnomic accountability in society as an inevitable basis 
for determining the volumes of various products that must be produced from the limit- 
ed economic resources available and for guaranteeing that the use of all materials 
produced is not badly handled as a result of the artificial planning of the price at 
which it is sold, which is at variance with the economic price which expresses its 
productive scarcity. In actuality, economic accoun. ability is an essential condition 
for the attainment of sound economic activity, in ts realm of production or in the 
realm of consumption. 


The fourth point, that concerned with giving attention to actual affairs, and not 
what might take place in 20 years’ time, is the need to manage the domestic economy 
by economic measures, not bureaucratic administrat ve decrees. In reality, it is 
necessary that we realize that we are functioning “n the context of a “market econ- 
omy," not a "central planning economy" based on directing the resources available 

to the society to various possible uses by decrees of the central planners, which is 
considered one method for managing the national economy, as compared with the other 
method which is that of the market and price apparatus. In a central planning econo- 
my, only decrees by planners determine what is produced, where it is produced, how 

it is produced, how it is distributed and what its prices will be. 


Therefore the government must play a role, because no domestic economy runs by it- 
self. However, this role must not be realized through bureaucratic decrees that 
disregard the rules of the market and supply, demand and the prices in it. There- 
fore intervention must be through the forces of market action. An example of the 
method of intervention through bureaucratic administrative decrees is what happened 
in the exchange market, the exchange rate of the pound and imports policy. This 
failed to realize the declared goal, which was to raise the price of the Egyptian 
pound, and it also failed to reduce prices! 


AL=AHRAM: How can we set out a comprehensive binding plan that will realize various 
Qoals and meet society's needs in other areas of activity? The starting point is 
"the need to have precise data, information and statistics available in all fields." 
Unfortunately, it has been established, through AL-AHRAM's symposia, that this in- 
formation does not exist at all and, on top of that, it is not available to respon- 
sible leaders and planning agencies in the fields of industry and domestic produc- 
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tion, agriculture or elsewhere. Therefore attention must be devoted to precise 
information and statistics on everything and anything the centers for gathering 

that must be spread about by the most modern methods in every location so that proper 
beginnings for planning may be provided. I also believe that solutions to existing 
problems do not start from a vacuum but from an originating force and from reality 
itself. Isn't that so? 


Dr Muhammad Hasan Fajjeal-Nur, deputy minister of planning: That is so. In addi- 
tion to precise scientific data, we must have en accurate definition of goals so that 
we can plan for them accurately. Then there are the current circumstances of the 
Egyptian economy, which is broken down into public, private, cooperative and liber- 
alization sectors. Therefore I consider that it is necessary to consolidate the 
"economic society” within the context of a new strategy, then that it is necessary 
to support domestic production, which involves the restoration of the “Egyptian 
village” so that it will be productive, by supporting the means of production ard 
encouraging production more than subsidizing consumption. Then we must have popular 
participation in the adoption of decisions and definition of goals, by encouraging 
decentralization, so that the dependence of a large part of the society on the govern- 
ment, relying on centralized decisions from Cairo not continue; this hes led to 
Cairo's cultural dominance and a negative attitude in society, which is totally at 
variance with getting people to take part by expressing opinions and defining goals 
of development activities in their societies and increasing incentives to produce. 
This enters into what is called “development or regional planning.” That is, put 
simply, to have the people in each region take part in defining the future form of 
their region within the context of the comprehensive plan and the higher national 
interest. 


Therefore one must have comprehensive aware planning based on data which combines the 
preparation of the plan and the planning operation itself, and people must partici- 
pate in an effective manner so that their efforts to push the wheels of development 
forward will be effective. 


It is necessary, in the symposium's view, that a consolidation of labor take place 
between the planning agencies and the bodies connected to them. Perhaps we are 
calling here for the convening of a conference which will involve the Ministry of 
Planning, the National Planning Institute, the Central Agency for Mobilization and 
jtatistics, the Central Accounting Agency, the Central Agency for Planning and 
Administration, and such banks as the National Investment Bank and the Export-Import 
jank, in order to set out the foundations for the plan and reach agreement on in- 
tegrating its activity and roles. We ere calling for such a conference which would 
follow the great economic conference, in order to start the executive steps toward 
work and activity. 


11887 
C50: 4504/1868 


46 








REGIME SEEN UNDERGOING PERIOD OF CONSOLIDATION 


London ARABIA: THE ISLAMIC WORLD REVIEW in English No 5 Jan 82 p 26 


[Article by Roger Cooper: 


[Text ] 


ge Lo the outside world. Tran seems to have 
6 pone very quict in recent weeks, with 
rumour and speculation replacing the hard 
news that has flowed so strongly for the past 
three years. 

Phere are several reasons for this. On the 
“active” side, the regime's policy of limiting 
the issue of press visas to all but a handful of 
semi-trusted correspondents, banning all 
others and closing down established bureaux, 
has made it difficult for the media to cover 
events directly. On the “passive” side, the 
news-consumer has become satiated with 
Iran. 

With the American hostages released, the 
war with Irag bogged into stalemate, and the 
wave of exccutions and assassinations reduced 
to a ripple. it needs a major new development 
to stimulate the jaded appetites of the west- 
erm public. Monitoring of the state-controlled 
radio and press is considered adequate for the 
time being. . 

In the absence of reliable news from on-the- 
spot correspondents, the rumour-mongers 
have been free to promote their versions of 
events and eventualities without fear of con- 
tradiction. The Iranian preference in political 
analysis for the improbable and exotic at the 
expense of the probable and banal means that 
these outlandish (in every sense) reports and 
prognostications are readily believed and even 
confirmed by Iranian sources that ought to 
know better. The denials of the authorities are 
usually so factually unconvincing that if any- 
thing they add credence to the rumours. 

The past few months have in fact been a 
period of consolidation for the regime. The 
threat from the Mujahidin-e-Khalq, the Iraqi 
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invaders and the discontented ethnic and so- 
cial minorities has been at least temporarily 
contained. Although it is unlikely to have 
been based on agreement or even discussion, 
the campaign of terror unleashed (presum- 
ably) by the ‘‘ujahidin has abated, while 
reprisal executi ns of their alleged supporters 
have diminishec.. 

Both sides suffered heavily last summer. 
The regime lost its president, prime minister. 
prosecutor-general, dozens of ministers and 
members of the ruling party. including its real 
leader, and :ost of the top military brass 
(though this was probably through accident 
rather than assassination). 

The Mujchidin, young Islamic socialists 
alienated by the clerical take-over of the 
Revolution, lost over 2,000 followers to the 
firing squads. Both sides may have seen that 
the killings were counter-productive. There 
was no shortage of replacements for the dead 
officials, while growing middle-class sympathy 
for the young radicals and a boost in their 
recruitment must have worried the author- 
ities. 

The regime has. in fact. recently scored 
several successes. The most outstanding has 
been the counter-attack in south-west Iran, in 
which Iranian forces regained territory up to 
the Iraqi border near Bostan, cutting off 
enemy troops. This follows the relief of the 
siege of Abadan. The two successes, believed 


to be reliable by western military experts. are 
the first signs of an Iranian breakthrough after 
months of phoney war. Later, the Iraqis 
claimed to have killed over 500 Iranian 
troops, but they have not specifically denied 
the two important Iranian victories. 

Good news also outweighs bad in the vital 
oil industry. The recent Opec agreement 
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means that Iran has now brought the price of 
its crude down from $37 to about $34 per 
barrel, making it once again competitive with 
other Gulf producers. A senior official has 
announced that Iran is aiming at increasing 
production from the present level of about 1 
million to 1.5m bpd, which would effectively 
double exports, and provide a much-needed 
boost to the country’s foreign exchange re- 
serves. 

A drive to recruit foreign oil experts to help 
raise production is under way, and industry 
sources believe Iran’s plan is realistic, given 
the capacity of over 7m bpd before the Re- 
solution. Already Shell and a number of 
Japanese customers have shown interest in 
buying Iranian oil. 

On the domestic political front, although 
conditions are relatively stable, rifts have 
appeared in the ruling hierarchy. It ts difficult 
to assess their seriousness, but there is no 
doubt that the establishment is to a large 
extent divided into a hard-line group. headed 
by President Ali Khamenei which wishes to 
promote radical social and economic reforms, 
and a more conservative group, linked to the 
former interim Prime Minister Ayatollah 
Mahdavi-Kani, who has recently tightened his 
control over internal security. 

lic and Majlis speaker Hashemi-Rafsanjam 
both feel that revolutionary “gains” should be 
consolidated, and no further alienation cre- 
ated. Ayatollah Khomeini appears some- 
where in the middle on the main issues, 
anxious for radical reform, yet conscious of 
the risk such a policy entails. 

A typical disagreement between the two 
groups has arisen in the proposed nationalisa- 
tion of foreign trade, first formulated by for- 
mer President Bani Sadr, and now being 
pushed through the Majlis against the objec- 
tions of the larger bazaar merchants, on whom 
the mullahs have always relied for support. 
The bill will go through. after strong hints that 
Khomeini wishes it to, but some concessions 
are being given to the merchants in the field of 
domestic trade. 

Perhaps inevitably, the most vociferous 
foreign commentators concentrate their 
efforts on the external threat to the regime. 
There ws wild talk of armed groups poised to 
invade the north-western province of Azerbai- 
jan from Turkey, and of an alleged 100,000 
Iranian prisoners-of-war being freed by Iraq 
to fight the regime. There is little, if any, 
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substance to most of these reports, and the 
regime can be equally unconcerned about the 
endless talks between exiled leaders of 
Opposition groups in Paris. 

The outcome of negotiations as to whether 
this or that former general allies himself with 
this or that former politician, and whether or 
not they agree to a possible restoration of the 
monarchy, causes the ruling mullahs no loss of 
sleep. If anything, the circulation of such 
stories helps them entreach themselves among 
a populace still deeply suspicious of anything 
connected with the West, however indirectly. 

None of this should be taken as implying 
that the present regime will remain in power. 
at least in its present configuration, indefinite- 
ly. The biggest single unknown is Khomeini’s 
life expectancy. He is generally believed to be 
in his 82nd year, and since his heart attack last 
year the long-term prognosis cannot be good. 
but he is nevertheless in reasonable health. 
Actuarily, he must be good for another three 
years or so, and that is a long time in Iranian 
politics, long enough for the regime's popular- 
ity to improve (if only by familiarity and rising 
econsmic prospects). 

If the past 60 years of Iranian history means 
anything it is that the Ayatollah will remain in 
power until a viable alternative leader makes 
his appearance, or until he is overthrown by 
non-Iranian forces. So far there is no other 
potential leader in sight and the chances of 
foreign intervention are remote. 
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PRESIDENT REITERATES IRAN'S NONALIGNMENT STANCE 
Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 14 Feb 82 p 12 


[Text] The ISLAMIC REPUBLIC NEWS AGENCY, quoting from DPA [GERMAN PRESS 
AGENCY] of Manheim, Germany, states: "Mr Seyyed Ali Khameneh'i president 
of Iran, explained in an interview with the newspaper MANHEIMER MORGEN, 
published in West Germany, that Iran continues to press its preconditions, 
before a cease-fire, of a pull-back by Iraq to pre-war borders and the pay- 
ment of indemnity. Mr Khameneh'i stated in this interview: "Iranian forces 
are capable of pushing back the Iraqis or of burying them there." 


He added: "One of the conditions for ending the ‘'7-month war is the estab- 
lishment of a commission to investigate the events surrounding the war in 
order to determine the aggressor and decide upon the punishment that should 
be meted out to it. 


In answer to a question about Afghanistan, he said: "Iran was the first 

country to condemn the Soviet attack onthis neignboring country." The 

President of Iran said: "Under no conditions can we accept the occupation 

of an Islamic country by a foreign power." He added: ''The problem of 

Afghanistan is only one of several factors in our relations with the Soviet 

Union--our relations with a country that has 2,500 miles of common border 

with our country. Other factors also play a part." In answer to a question 

regarding Iran's relations with the West and the fact that no signs can be ) 
observed of any progress towards relations with the United States, | 
Mr Khameneh! said: "Our relations with Western Europe--in view of the fact 

that these countries, in subservience to the United States were withdrawing 

from their normal relations--could have been friendly from thestart. During 

the interview, the president of Iran accused France of actively aiding Iraq 

in its war against Iran. 


The ISLAMIC REPUBLIC NEWS AGENCY quoting from the French News Agency in 
Tokyo states: "Hojjat ol-Eslam Khameneh'i, the president of Iran, declared 
in an interview with the Tokyo newspaper YOMIURI SHIMBUN: "In spite of its 
economic relations with Russia, Iran will continue its policy of no 
agreement." 


Hojjat ol-Eslam Khameneh'i then stated that the United States was his country's 
biggest enemy and consequently there seemed no prospect of better relations 
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between that country and Iran. He said: "In its policy towards Moscow, 
Iran will maintain the principle of nonalignment that it follows in its 
foreign policy."" He added: "This principle is based on following an inde- 
pendent and neutral political course that is not connected with the East or 
the West. But this fact does not prevent Iran from having normal relations 
with both the East and the West." 


In regard to differences between Iraq and Iran, Hojjat ol-Eslam Khameneh'j 
said: "This will will end with Iraq's total defeat."" He added: "Iran is 
searching for a peaceful solution; but Iraq not only does not have the 
courage to do the same, but it also does not have the power to establish 
peace." 


In regard to Iran's relations with Japan, the Iranian president said during 
the interview: "Iran wants to preserve its friendly relations with Japan, and 
is ready to expand these relations." He emphasized that the petrochemical 
complex being built in Bandar-e Imam Khomeyni with Japan's participation 
should be completed in a logical and productive manner. Hojjat ol-Eslam 
Khameneh'i considered the delay in the cempletion of the complex, 85 percent 

of which already has been constructed, the responsibility of the Japanese. 
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IRAN 


PLO REPRESENTATIVE MEETS WITH PRESIDENT, MAJLIS SPEAKER 
Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 13 Feb 82 p 16 


[Text] Mr Khatab, the head of the PLO delegation participating in the cere- 
monies of the third :inniversary of the Iran's Islamic Revolution in Tehran, 
met with the preside:.t and the speaker of the Majlis. 


The visit with the president lasted about 2 hours. First, the representa- 
tive of Yasser Arafat congratulated the start of the fourth year of the 
victory of the Islamic revolution and then referred to the poisonous propa- 
ganda of the United States and Zionist news services on the dispute between 
the Iranian revolutionaries and Palestine, and ta'’ked about the accusations 
and the false position of some of the people of the Palestine Liberation Or- 
ganization and the future efforts of the officials of that organization to 
correcting matters and eliminate the air of misunderstanding. 


Then Mr Sayyed ‘Ali Khameneh'i said: ''We do not think that the Palestinian 
revolution only belongs to you, but on the contrary, we recognize it, con- 
nected and adjacent to the Islamic Revolution of Iran. Our revolution is 
not complete without the Palestinian revolution. Your revolution is lucky 
since all the government officials of the Islamic Republic, like the revolu- 
tionary people of Iran, regard the Palestinian movement as their own, and 
cannot stand it to be damaged or injured. Yesterday, in the ceremony of the 
victory of the revolution, following the people's slogans of 'Death to 
America’ and ‘Death to the occupier regime of Jerusalem (Israel),' were 
salutes to Palestine. These deep and positive feelings of our people toward 
you justify some expectations, and these are a decisive and clear position 
of the Palestinian officials, especially the Palestine Embassy in Tehran, on 
the side of our affairs, until the people feel that the hearts and tongues 
of our Palestinian brothers are with them. With the mutual understanding 
between the officials of the PLO and the Islamic Republic of Iran, I am sure 
that the malicious propaganda of the enemies of the two revolutions will not 
affect our relations." 


Meeting With the Speaker of Majlis 
Mr Khatah also met with Mr Hashemi Rafsanjani, the speaker of the Majlis of 


the Islamic Republic of Iran and submitted a message from Yasser Arafat. The 
head of the PLO delegation emphasized in the meeting that with the cooperation 
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of the Islamic Republic of Iran and the PLO, the final victory will be 
achieved and that reactionary Zionism and imperialism will be demolished. 

He said all the efforts of imperialism and Zionism propaganda apparatus are 
aimed at eliminating Iran's protection of Palestine, but the people and the 
Palestinian resistance organization know precisely that the Islamic Republic 
of Iran is their protector and co-fighter. He added: "Iran must play the 
role of the protector of the small countries of the Persian Gulf, and these 
countries must realize that Iran is their only protector." At the conclu- 
sion of his talk, he asked for more cooperation between the two, the Islamic 
Revolution and the Palestinians. Mr Hashemi Rafsanjani, in this meeting, 
emphasized the point that had been announced from the beginning, that our 
revolution is not complete without the victory of Palestine and the freedom 
of Palestine's occupied lands. He said: "We continue the same policy of be- 
fore and after the revolution, and regard the people of Palestine like the 
people of Iran and consider the occupier regime of Jerusalem, Zionism and 
imperialism our joint enemy, and we do not overlook any opportunity to pro- 
tect the Palestinians and inflict a blow on Zionisa."” 





The speaker of the Majlis added: "We assure the Palestinian people that the 
separatist powers are not able to strain our relations and seize the support 
of Iran's nation from them."" Mr Hashemi Rafsanjani concluded: "I declare 
that the countries of the Persian Gulf do not fear Iran and are certain that 
we will protect them from the unreasonable demands of Saddam and the region's 
reactionaries." Mr Rafsanjani added: "About the war, we abide by what we 
said in the beginning, that the aggressor must be identified and duly pun- 
ished and damages must be paid." The ambassador from Palestine at the end of 
this visit, again strongly condemned the misleading propaganda about the 
relations of Iran with the occupier regime of Jerusalem and said: "Sometime 
ago I proclaimed that this propaganda against Iran was false and for this rea- 
son my life has been threatened several times by the enemies of the Islamic 
Revolution. Since we know that in the region there is no country that is more 
of an enemy to the regime of the occupier of Jerusalem than Iran."" Yesterday 
afternoon the Lebanese mission visiting Iran met with Mr Hashemi Rafsanjani. 
During this visit, the Lebanese mission informed the speaker of the Majlis 
about the situation inthe region and Mr Hashemi Rafsanjani also talked about 
“J syne subject. 
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London ARABIA: 


[Text] e Iran's battle to increase oil 


4 sales has been having some 
success. At the end oi November 
exports were nearing Im bpd for 
the first time in nearly a vear. Just 
one month after the National Ira- 
nian Oil Company (NIOC) for- 
sook its hard line stance on oil 
prices by reducing crude rates 
from $37 per barrel to $34.60 per 
barrel, several major customers, 
including the Japanese and North 
Koreans, were back at the load- 
ing jetties on Kharg and Lavan 
islands. 

Before the price cuts oil ex- 
ports had dropped to 450,000 bpd 
while imports of refined products 
had climbed to 400,000 bpd. Iran 
was actually spending more 
money On oil than it was earning. 
Consequently it had no foreign 
currency receipts with which to 
pay for essential imports. 

Foreign reserves were being 
used up at the rate of $500m per 
month and had fallen below $2bn. 
The spectre of bankruptcy — 
which former Central Bank Gov- 
ernor Alireza Nobari had forecast 
as long 7go as March 1980 — was 
too clese to be ignored and prac- 
tical steps had to be taken to avert 
a crisis. 

The reduction in the official 
rates for crude did bring certain 
oil customers back. but NIOC 
knows that it is not sufficient to 
raise sales to the desired level in 
the continuing glut. The company 


RECENT OIL DEVELOPMENTS VIEWED AS POSITIVE 


is therefore trying to negotiate 
more deals in which oil exports 
are tied to trade in other com- 
modities and thus are not so easi- 
ly turned on and off. 

Iran already has arrangements 
with the Soviet Union, Turkey 
and several eastern Europ:an 
countries including Yugosl: via 
(see Arabia December pw7). 
under which crude is exchanged 
for a wide range of goods and 
services. Some of the arrange- 
ments are true barter deals with 
no money changing hands. Many 
more, however, are simply bi- 
lateral trade agreements with 
payments made in hard currency. 

For example, an oil-for-goods 
deal has recently been worked 
out with Italy. the first western 
European country to become in- 
volved with Iran in this way. 

Details of the agreement be- 
tween the NIOC and ENI. the 
Italian state hydrocarbons con- 
cern, have not been released. but 


it is reported that the Italians will 
be buying over 300,000 bpd and 
will supply in exchange military 
equipment. refined products, in- 
dustrial equipment and some ex- 
tremely critical spare parts. 

Iran's present need for spares 
in the oil industry itself is re- 
ported to be acute and to be 
nearing the stage where produc- 
tion itself could suffer. Sources 
within the industry estimate pre- 
sent production capacity at 1.7- 
2.2m bpd, but say that this is 
constantly declining. 
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NIOC has recently approached 
several western engineering firms 
with a view to getting help with 
maintenance and reconstruction 
programmes, as well as with ex- 
ploration and other development 
projects. NIOC production en- 
gineers say the greatest need for 
foreign expertise is in drilling. 

NIOC is also interested in de- 
veloping new i.elds. Several sub- 
stantial discoveries have been 
made this year, including a major 
offshore field called Fateh, 25km 
south of Sirri Island in the Gulf 
and close to Dubai waters. Fifty 
test borings in this field have 
yielded promising results and 
three new fields have also been 
found in the southern part of the 
Caspian Sea. 

In addition to this the govern- 
ment plans to invest heavily in 
projects that will boost domestic 
refining capacity beyond the cur- 
rent level of (hon. bpd trans 
largest refinery, the 628,000 bpd 
Abadan refinery and the smaller 
Kermanshah refinery have been 
out of action since the beginning 
of the war with Trag. The four 
remaining refineries at Teheran, 
Tabriz. Isfahan and Shiraz cannot 
meet domestic demand. Large 
quantities of kerosene and heat- 
ing oil have to be imported. 

Help with new refinery projects 
will come from Yugoslavia under 
a recent agreement between the 
two governments. The Yugoslavs 
are reported to have been discus- 
sing design possibilities with the 








firm of Kellogg Pullman, who 
were involved in an Abadan re- 
finery expansion programme be- 
fore the revolution. 

In the meantime Iran is also 
anxious to develop its mch gas 
industry. The National Iranian 
Gas Company (NIGC) $11bn 16- 
year gas plan unveiled last year 
has been shelved for the moment 
but the company intends to go 
ahead with exploitation of the 
massive Kangan field and con- 
struction of the southernmost 
part of the IGAT II gas trunkline 
to link Kangan with the existing 
IGAT I line. Low oil output 
means that natural gas is now 
needed to supplement the associ- 
ated gas which is used to fuel 
many factories and power stations 
as well as in secondary recovery 
programmes in the oilfields. 
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IRAN 


NEWSMAN DESCRIBES IMPRESSIONS OF LIFE TODAY IN TEHRAN 
Rotterdam NRC HANDELSBLAD in Dutch 6 Mar 82 pp 21-22 
[Report by Pieter Varekamp: "Location: Iran, in the Ayatollah's Shadow" ] 


[Text] Latest reports from Iran: the leaders sent by 
Allah are in urgent need of money. They want to turn 
the hated Shah's capital art collections into money. 
After all, the deposed monarchy was satanic, their 
goods the devil's playthings! 


In the meantime, the people's path of sc-rows leads 
even further. Again this week the radio reported that 
21 "enemies of the revolution" were executed in the 
Teheran jail. Two Dutch journalists got the chance 
(for the first time in years) to ‘see the new Iran with 
their own eyes. Reporting under the ali-seeing eye of 
Khomeyni and his crowd: 


We stepped into a taxi headed for Teheran 2 hours after our arrival at the 
Mehrabad airport. Last year, the whole process took 5 hours. Once again 

there were endlessly repeated passport checks, once again all suitcases 

were turned upside down and dumped; even the numbers of articles of clothing 
were checked minutely. The bodily inspection is thorough; the money is counted 
a few times and the total amount is noted in the back of the passport. A 
female fellow passenger had her gold bracelet and earrings taken. Crying 

did not help any. Foreign diplomats' wives report that even wedding rings 
are taken regularly. The yield disappears into the as-good-as-empty national 
treasury. Strangely enough, the precious metal appears in full a few days 
later in the gold shops in the bazaar for sale: the illogic of the revolution. 


The ride from the airport to the Hotel Intercontinental does not last as long 
as on earlier occasions. There is much less traffic on the roads. One of 

the current regime's better regulations is opening the inner city to 
automobile traffic only a few hours per day. 


Outside these hours a special pass is needed to get through. But the traffic 
situation is still crazy: stoplights do not count; you cannot find a car 
without dents in it, and you do not drive without leaning on the horn. 
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Another reason for the reduction in automobile traffic, and perhaps the most 
important, is the scarcity of gasoline. Even after registration in a mosque, 
you get tickets permitting the purchase of only 40 liters of gasoline a month, 
and you do not get far on 40 liters of gasoline in an old American clunker. 
Furthermore, since the ougbreak of the war with Iraq 17 months ago, the price 
of gasoline has risen from 10 to 30 rials per liter. 


The Teheran Intercontinental Hotel dates from before the revolution. It 
was the meeting place of well-situated Iranians, foreign men of affairs and 
diplomats. Photographs taken right after the revolution showing the pouring 
out of thousands of bottles of strong drink and French wine were published 
everywhere. Now only a small number of foreigners still stay here. The re- 
maining guests were invited by the Iranian government: family members of 
"martyrs of the revolution" close to those who fell during and after the 
turnover or in the war with Iraq. Inspection on entry is strict. All pack- 
ages and bags are investigated and everyone is searched. Men and women in 
separate rooms. There are apologies in the name of the management to the 
foreigners for this inconvenience. 


Inspections and searches take place at every building in Teheran you want to 
enter. Even at a mass prayer meeting of soldiers and revolutionary guards 
held on the capital's university campus, everyone without exception was 
searched. Besides that, a couple of times a day prayer meetings were held in 
the hotel lobby. 


At the Ministry of Islamic Guidance (formerly the Ministry of Information) 
we received a press card. "An interview with Khomeyni is ruled out, but we 
will do our best to arrange an interview for yo with the president." The 
ministry honors our request for an interpreter. We decide just to make an 
orientation circuit of Teheran first. 


The construction work next to the hotel remains in the same state of incomple- 
tion as 3 years ago. The tall cranes are still set up. Construction materials 
are lying around going to waste. The enormous apartment buildings in the 
northern part of the city still stand empty, too. No work has been done on 
them since the revolution, only the walls are still missing. 


The Embassy 


The street scene seems less lively than before: there are many fewer news- 
paper vendors and car washers. The streets are remarkably clean, even in 
front of the former United States embassy. You can no longer look inside 
through the fence; it is screened off by big steel plates. On inquiring, 
we are told that the student occupiers are still living in the building. 
They are working very hard,'' and that can be seen if you see the first ten 
volumes of "top secret papers" lying in the bookstores. It is the corres- 
pondence of the American ambassador and of CIA agents with Washington from 
before, during and after the revolution. Immediately before the storming, 
a number of documents were cut into very narrow strips by a shredder. The 
students have been busy since then searching strip by strip and putting the 
whole sheets back together. It provides us with very interesting reading for 
the evenings. 
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After dinner at the top floor of the hotel, the former discotheque, there is 
nothing else to do. On the television screen one speaker after another 
reports the accomplishments of the revolution. 


Everyday food is available in limited quantity. Fruit is in good supply, but 
the most necessary goods, such as rice, milk, butter, meat, cooking oil, 
cloth, soap and detergent are distributed, like gasoline, on a rationing 
system. Children up to 2 and 1/2 years old are entitled to a quarter liter 
of milk per day. A family of five people receives monthly rationing cards 
for the purchase of 2 kilograms of Iranian rice and 10 kilograms of foreign 
rice. Officially, everyone is entitled to 100 grams of meat per week, but 
since a disease broke out in the Iranian herds, this no longer seems to be 
attainable. As early as 0500 hours, groups of women stand in front of the 
shops, after sundown the lines are still there. The traditional food, bread 
and white cheese, the only thing that can still be bought on the open market, 
ensures that the people are not driven to unrest by hunger, at least as far 
as Teheran is conceined. The situation in other parts of the country is much 
more serious, as in the province of Kerman (in the southeast) and in the 
north. In Khuzistan, where the war is raging the most fiercely, there is a 
great shortage of food, and it is serious in Kurdistan, which is in revolt. 
"In those parts of the country there is not any massive famine yet," according 
to a foreign diplomat just back from a trip around the country. A speedy 
improvement of the economy is not to be expected. The Teheran Bazaar, the 
financier of the revolution, is filled like every other place in Iran with 
pictures of Khomeyni and other living and dead leaders. Most of the currency, 
though, still bears the portrait of the shah. 


As we were filming an old shoeshine boy at the tazaar, we were taken by a 
member of the Pasdaran, the Revolutionary Guards. With drawn gun he guided 
us to the local headquarters in a Mosque. "You filthy capitalists only want 
to show our poor abroad. You will have to give up the film." We refused and 
said that all of our material would, after all, have to pass through the 
State censor before it would be allowed to leave the country. 


Attacks 


Those diplomats still present fear attacks. During our stay, the West German 
ambassador survived an attempt to murder him. Many wonder who will be the 
next victim. Aside from fear, there is the growing concern about the restric- 
tion of their personal freedom. On the weekend, the foreigners go into the 
hills north of Teheran to go skiing together, if together is the word: On 
Khomeyni's orders, recently the men and women have had to ski on separate 
slopes, some distance apart. The women were assigned the most difficult slope. 
The result on one recent weekend was nine broken legs. 


On the eve of the third anniversary of the revolution, the radio and televi- 
sion make an appeal for everyone to go out on the roof or the balcony to show 
solidarity with the revolution by shouting at full voice "Allah-O- Aqgbar 

God is great," at 8-8:10 pm. At 8 pm, by which time it is dark outside, we 
open the window. The shout is deafening. The next day, a satisfied official 
of the Ministry of Islamic Guidance tells us: "As long as the great masses 
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are willing to go out into the street to show support for the revolution and 
for Immam Khomeyni, our revolution is not in any danger." 


The Medan Azadi, the Field of Freedom in Teheran, is the center for the cele- 
bration of the third anniversary of the Islamic Republic on 11 February. Last 
year, when President Bani-Sadr spoke, the place was black with people, about 
2 million of them. Now there are only a few hundred thousand on their feet. 
An aerial photograph for Iranian television is only shown once for a short 
time: the empty streets around the field show up too well. Our efforts to 
get a copy of this photograph are in vain. 


There is a lot for the audience to see: an endless parade from 9 am to 2 pn, 
with soldiers, from the national army and from the Revolutionary Guard, war 
wounded, school children, refugees from the war with Iraq and from Afghanis- 
tan, paratroopers, helicopter demonstrations and a flyby of four Phantoms. 


For hours the crowds scream out insults, primarily directed at the United 
States, but also at Israel and the Soviet Union. An American and a Soviet 
flag are spread out in the street in front of the reviewing stand. The 
soldiers march right across them, after which three Soviet military guests of 
honor leave the podium mad. The Soviet flag is immediately taken up and the 
Russians are later offered excuses. 


Today a competition is also held across the country: who can recite the most 
from the Koran. And in Teheran there is an arms demonstration intended for 
Iraq and the Mojahedin-i-Khalq, the most important opposition movement, which 
is now being prosecuted severely. There are two segments, one from the 
national army and one from the Pasdaran. We are not permitted to film the one 
from the army, but we are permitted to film the Pasdaran's. They consider 
themselves the "true soldiers of the revolution." 


' Tens of thousands of them are already lying in the Beheshte Zahra, an exten- 
sive graveyard south of Teheran along the way to the holy city of Qum. JHun- 
dreds of flags flap in the cold wind; behind each grave, there is a showcase 
with photographs of the departed. Most of them are youths. Wailing men and 
woman are kneeling at the graves. Many visitors go to the grave of Ayatollah 
Beheshti, the strategist of the Islamic Republican Party, now The Party. 
Beheshti was killed in June of last year with 71 other leading figures, many 
of whom were members of parliament, when his party's building was blown up. 
At the grave of President Rajai, who was killed last August by a bomb blast, 
many tears are also shed. "He was one of us, a man of the people," says a 
man. Then was his predecessor, Bani-Sadr, not the same? 'Bani-Sadr never 
really stood behind the revolution; he is a weakling; he cried with the 
Americans. He does not need to come back." That was a sound we were to hear 


frequently. 
At War 


The executed Mojahedin supporters lie buried on the other side of the road. 
They too were Moslems, they too fought the Shah. All of the gravestones were 
clean. A Revolutionary Guard forbid us to take pcitures here. At our request, 


58 














he goes to ask permission. Before he comes back, we have finished and are 
gone. Most of the dead in the main cemetary at Behshte Zahra fell either 
during the revolution or during the war with Iraq. According to Western 
observers, 100,000 Iranians have already died in this war. The number of 
victims on the Iraqi ‘side is estimated at 10,000. A young man of about 20, 
with his friends, is digging a grave for his brother. "My brother was killed 
by an Iraqi tank. I warned President Baddam Hussein, we were seven brothers, 
and the surviving six are ready to enter the battle. We will fight along, 
even if the war lasts 30 years. Iran is not fighting Iraq alone, but the 
whole world." 


A colonel from the prisoner of war camp: "Iran is not just fighting with 
weapons, but also with belief. Because of that, hundreds of young men are 
willing to run out in front of our tanks, into the mine fields. It is be- 
cause of that belief that a 10-year-old with two hand grenades tied to his 
body crawled under an enemy tank and then blew both the tank and himself up." 
The colonel is proud. I cautiously ask whether Iran is not on the way to 
becoming a country without a future in this way, because a country without 
children is a country without a future. The colonel looks at me dumbfounded. 
"That boy sacrificed himself for the Revolution. He is a martyr for Islam. 
He is now in heaven. 


The prisoner of war camp houses 4,000 of the tot: 1 of 8,000 Iraqi prisoners 
of war. They seem to be healthy and well cared fcr. They range in age from 
16 to 60. Those who were taken prisoner at the beginning of the war are 
younger than those from the latest levies. A number seem ready to be sent to 
the Golan by Iran to take up the fight with Isroel there. Scads of the men 
told us: "Long live our leader Immam Khomeyni. Death to Saddam of Iraq!" 
That last was in case their president surrendered. 


The security measures around the attorney general of Iran, Hojjat ol-eslam 
Mussavi Tabrizi are particularly strict. Outside there are Pasdaran behind 
sand bags, with machine guns at the ready. Inside, all apparatus is inspected 
down to its smallest components. This is not incomprehensible: Tabrizi's 
predecessor is one of the thousands of Irani leaders who have been killed 
since the revolution. 


We discuss Amnesty International's charges concerning the human rights viola- 
tions in Iran with Tabrizi. Tabrizi asks, "Where was the voice of Amnesty 
International during the time of the shah?"" When we say that Amnesty re- 
peatedly protested against the abominable actions of SAVAK in that time, 

that in 1977, Amnesty organized an Iran tribunal in Amsterdam, because of that 
the shah even threatened the Netherlands with an oil boycott, and that many 

of the current leaders of Iran were adopted by Amnesty, he said, "Amnesty 

is welcome in Iran if the prisoners are stamped as terrorists in advance." 


We also took up the position of the Bahais in Iran with him. The question is 
that of the 300,000 followers of this religion, which is not recognized in 
Iran, who are now being persecuted severely. The only thing Tabrizi will say 
about them is: "Bahais are Zionist agents; they live in sin and are trying 
to overthrow the current government." 
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The Evin prison is closely guarded. When we have passed all of the checks and 
are allowed into the prison area, the reception committee proves to be 
amazed. There is a certain amount of confusion. When the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs announced us, it was assumed that we were to be Syrian guests of the 
government. We make the acquaintance of Lajvardi, the director of Evin, and 
at the same time the attorney general of Teheran. He has dressed himself in 

a nice suit, wears a dark pair of sunglasses and is unshaven. He is partial- 
ly responsible for the hundreds of executions which have taken place here 
over the past months, often without any form of process. 


Two timorous men about 40 years old are leaning against a wall. They are 
captured Mojahedin. In honor of our visit, each of them has been given two 
of his children to hold. "I have been here in Evin about 6 months. I used 
to be a sympathizer of the Mojahedin. By Allah, I hope that they set me free 
soon. I am properly repentent and see the error of my ways." 


Lajvardi is listening too. The second man talks softly, he does not even 
look at me for a second, he makes a weak impression. While he is talking, 

he stares over his chilren's heads. "They treat us very well here. The 
director of the prison often eats at our table." Have you already been 
tried? Long silence. "I have been questioned." When do you think that your 
case will come up? Silence, dumb look in the eyes. Then, whispering: "I 
do not know; it depends on how busy they are; things are very unsettled 
outside. And finally, they have to investigate my case, and that is not all 
accomplished in one day." 


There are 20 youths about 18 years of age sitting on the ground in a room. 

I ask the first one on the right why they are sitting here. "We used to 

be Mojahedin sympathizers. We thought that we were right because we wanted 
to do away with the government, but all right....When I was taken prisoner 
they gave me books, I became aware of my mistake, I have recognized my 
error....We were confronted with our errors primarily through talks with 
the director....You cannot call this a prison, it is a university." 


After that, the youths stand up and shout in chorus: "Death to the 
Mojahedin, death to Radjavi" (the leader of the Mojahedin who fled to Paris). 
Then we speak with the prison doctor and the big boss himself. 


"Mr Lajvardi, there is much criticism abroad concerning the course of 
trials here in Iran. For instance, why are no lawyers permitted here?" 


Lajvardi: "Perhaps it is not completely clear to many people that there is 
very little chance that a lawyer would defend someone who had fought against 
the Islamic Republic. For that would mean that he supported armed opposition 
and that he was against the established order." Lajvardi's followers are 
visibly becoming disturbed. A heated discussion begins. 


Our interpreter reports that it would be sensible to leave as soon as pos- 
sible. With our precious material--after all, there has not been any filming 
in the Evin for two years--we ride to the laboratory to have the films 
developed. It is Friday, the day off in Iran, but we have found one of the 
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censors willing to take a look at our material this afternoon. Fortunately, 
the man is in a hurry and rushes our material across the mounting table. No 
attention at all is paid to the sound tapes, while it is they, in fact, 
which contain the most highly charged material. Film cans and sound tapes 
are packed together in a cardboard box. The box is wrapped tight in tape 
and provided with stamps and signatures. The censor is satisfied and so are 
we. He is home in time for the evening meal, and we are an important step 
further along. 


Searches 


The first checkpoint is a kilometer away from the airport. All baggage must 
come cut of the car and tickets are checked by the soldiers. This happens 
another two times before we come to the terminal building. A long line of 
passengers is already standing outside. You have to be there at least 4 hours 
before departure. It is now close to 6 am and the plane leaves at 10 am. 
There'is a passport check at the entrance, 10 meters further along ticket 
check, and 10 meter: further another passport check. 


But then it is just beginning. All baggage must be laid out on long tables, 
ready for inspection. Everything, but that means really everything, is 
inspected: including the contents of toothpaste tubes, which are squeezed 
out. Only the box of film and recording tapes, wiich is covered with stamps, 
signatures and accompanying letters, arouses res;ect. I receive a warning 
when a pack of playing cards is discovered: "Strictly forbidden." I offer 
my apologies, but the cards are gone. Film casettes, microphones, bulbs, 
batteries and tape recorders are opened and unscrewed. 


When the last of our 12 suitcases is provided with a signature, there is 
another passport check and the wait begins at tue check-in gate. The air- 
plane is three-quarters full and together we receive the use of three 

seats. Before our boarding passes are given ot, a number of forms have to 
be filled in. After another passport check, we are officially written out of 
Iran. Money check: all of the money is counted, ad the difference between 
the total and the entry total must be covered by an exchange letter from the 
Bank of Iran. 


Another passport check, followed by a complete body search in a separate 

room; another thorough inspection of the hand baggage, and we are in the wait- 
ing room. Now it is 9 am. Towards 11 am, our airplane is announced. Tickets 
are inspected thoroughly md naturally there is another passport check. In 

the pouring rain beneath the boarding hatch, we have to wait another 15 
minutes: passport check. 


Finally aboard the plane, the commander reports: "We have a problem with one 
of the engines." At 4:30 pm we are cordially invited to leave the plane 
again. "We will try again tomorrow evening." 


Now the problems really begin: the airport personnel, like the Revolutionary 
Guards, have left in the meantime. So we have to wait for hours for them to 
come back, and then there is the whole procedure of entering Iran again. 
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Panic breaks out in the hotel when we appear. This evening the family members 
of the "martyrs" have left, and the hotel is as good as empty. But practical- 
ly all of the personnel have been sent home. Still, we receive a room, nap a 
few hours, and get up in the middle of the night to go back to the airport. 
Yesterday's whole procedure is repeated. 


Finally, though, we do depart a few hours later in the midst of a heavy snow- 
storm. 
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RENEWED SPIRITUAL SIGNIFICANCE OF QOM DESCRIBED 
London ARABIA: THE ISLAMIC WORLD REVIEW in English No 5, Jan 82 p 62 


[Article by Mariam Emamy] 





[Text ] & Sttesically placed on the edge of the 


Great Salt Desert, at ihe junction of the 
main highways crossing Iran, the city of Qum 
has developed both as a pilgrimage centre for 
followers of Shiism and 2s a> important trading 
point. These two roles are completely inter- 
woven and their mutual support makes Qum 
all the more fascinating to the observer. 

Some of the most important Shia shrines are 
to be found here, the most prominent being 
that of Fatima al-Masuma, sister of Imam Riza, 
the eighth Imam of Shia Islam. Fatima fell ill on 
a journey from Mesopotamia to visit her 
brother in Khurassan. She managed to reach 
Qum, where she died and was buried in 
816CE. 

Though people paid homage at her tomb, it 
was not until] the 15th century, when the 
Safavids declared Shiism the official religion of 
Iran, that Fatima’s shrine really came to prom- 
inence. Now thousands of pilgrims a year 
come to Qum to pray to her and seek her 
intercession. 

Construction of the shrine was begun by 
order of Shah Begum Beg), wife of Shah Ismail 
The original coffin was placed in a splendid 
sarcophagus and the northern Iwan built. The 
shrine was then enlarged and embellished by 
successive Safavid kings who donated Jand 
and money for its upkeep. Three of the kings, 
their wives and some of the princes are 
buried within the complex. 

The Qajars, with their love of glitter, added 
further decoration, including the golden 
dome. Mirror-work, marble pillars and most of 
the tiles were incorporated in the 19th cen- 
tury 

The desire to be a pilgrim is deeply rooted 
in the Iranian character ana the Shia shrines 


are designed to enhance the spiritual exper- 
ence of those visiting them Their splendour 
and beauty dazzles those who approach, leav- 
ing 2 lasting impression on the mind. 

The shrine of Fatima al-Masuma manifestly 
achieves this aim Its complex structure of 
1wans, courtyards, tombs and mosques is a 
magnificent synthe is of Persian and Islamic 
styles. Its golden dome shimmers in the 
morning light. Its tude work in rose, blue, navy 
and yellow, gleams under the sun's rays. Its 
shining mirror-werk catches and reflects the 
light of the heavy :rystal chandeliers. 

Awestruck pilgrims pass through the solid 
gold doors and u.io the sanctuary. There they 
circle the polis'ed silver gnll guarding the 
holy sarcophagus, touching it, kissing it and 
talking to it The stunning contrast between 
the shrine, and the barren desert through 
which they have travelled to reach it, only 
intensifies its umpact 

The shrine has brought more than spiritual 
benefit to the people of Qum Many of its 
residents earn their living by feeding, housing 


and taking care of the pilgrims bkverythina 
from religious relics to shrouds, candles, spe 
Cially written prayers, clay prayer tablets 
beads, sandwiches and soft drinks are sold in 
the shops and stalls that surround the tomb 

The merchants of Qum a! prosper be- 
cause of the major highways passing through 
the city which bring a flow of trade and 
customers. The Qum bazaar ts piled high with 
top quality carpets from Nain, Kerman. 
Kashan, Isfatan ar * Yazd. There are fresh 
fruits and vegetables from Khuzistan; dried 
fruits, rice, wheat, herbs and spices from the 
Caspian provinces, Khurassan and Azarbaijan. 
Qum itself produces fine carpets and an 
attractive blue-qlazed pottery. 


63 





A cynical Qum once remarked that the 
city'S main imports consist of corpses and 
pilgrims, and its exports of sohan (a speciality 
sweet) and mullahs. Though exaggerated, the 
remark emphasises the unportance of Qum as 
2 pilgrimage and theological centre. 

The city has more than 400 mausoleums, 
imamzadeh, shrines and tomb towers to house 
the thousands who wished to be buried there. 
Some of these, especially the tomb towers 
near the Kashan gates, are supremely 
beautiful 

As a theological centre, Qum has occupied 
a unique place in Iran's history. Even during 
the time of the Pahlavi dynasty, when the Shah 
was trying to promote the expansion of secular 
schools, there were many thousands of theolo- 
gy students in the city's medrassa 

The schools exist on a vast income donated 
by the public and private sectors. The 
prosperous merchants of Qum give one fifth of 
their annual net profit to the religious leaders 
who, in turn. distribute the proceeds to 
schools and to the living-in students who re- 
ceive a small stipend during their studies. 

There 1s no educational grading system, so 
nobody can fail Students are placed accord- 
ing to their capacity and inclination. Courses 
last between two and 1] years depending on 
the students intelligence and aspirations. It is 
they who choose their teacher and what they 
want to study. Apart from the Quran there are 
courses 1n Islamic law and philosophy and in 
some cases, foreign languages. For a city of its 
size and population, Qum has the largest 
number of bookshops and hbraries in the 
world 

While there are a number of important 
schools in Qum, the most prominent is the 
Hawzi-! Iimia Qum (Qum Academic Institu- 
tion) which was reopened in 1920 after a 
century of disuse. The Avatollah Khomeini 
was both a student and teacher at this instw#tu- 
t. wruch today has a leading voice in the 
poliucal, religious and socio-economic events 

axing place in the country 

Virtually no westem traveller has set foot in 
the city. Although it has received consider- 
able attention as a political centre since the 
lranmian revolution, Qum remains a place for 
the true believers. Qumis are proud of their 
city and heritage. they feel it has a special 
place in the eyes of God. where ‘’:y and 
others can feel closer to Hum 


CSO: 4600/357 











LRAN 


ISLAMIC STUDENTS MOVEMENT PROCLAIMS POLICIES 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 14 Feb 82 p 3 


[Speech by President Khameneh'i: "The President: 'Be in Line With the People 
and Enlighten and Guide Them With Your Deeds. Open the Koran and Learn all 
Its Principles and Its Deeds'"] 


[Text] The first session of the Convention of the Asso- 
ciation of the Islamic Students Movement was opened Fri- 
day morning with a message from the Pres‘dent. 


The first convention of the Association «f the Islamic 
Students Movement will continue until 16 February. 
Sixty students from 25 countries will participate in 
the festivities of 12 February and student representa- 
tives and Islamic societies from throughout the country 
will meet in Hotel Esteghlal in Tehran. 


This convention was officially opened by readinys from the Holy Korén by one 
of the brothers from Senegal. The message of the president was read by one 
of the brothers from the Office of National Unity. Parts of the president's 
message addressed to the participants of this convention said: "You are the 
essence of the Islamic societies and the good messengers of the new course 
of Islam throughout this vast territory from the Far East to Europe and 
Africa. Certainly, you have studied about Islam and the Islamic revolution 
of Iran and have been able to get acquainted closely with the facts here. 
You have heard the cries of millions of the Islamic nation and have heard the 
roaring of "God is Great" for the abolution of the oppressors of Allah's 
Party and have seen with your own eyes the luminous and heavenly face of the 
people's Imam accompanied by his affable and life-giving words. What seemed 
fables in tales has become reality here. 


"Thus now the weight of conveyance of the message of a nation which is deter- 
mined to verify Islam, attain independence, defeat the oppressors, and protect 
the freedom and human dignity has been entrusted to you and is felt by you. 
The most fundamental basis that Iran's revolution is confined upon is Islam, 
and faith is imprinted in the heart of the nation of Iran and has shaped the 
ideas of our fundamentalist intellectuals, society's challenging clergy and 
all the people of our nation. Islam as the religion of our revolution intends 
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to change the standards, basis and values of the social and individual orders 
and is a new worthy order, an expanded interpretation to guide the movements 
of the revolutionary society to the extent of its perfection, meaning, may 
God's light enlighten the earth and expand justice. Our revolution is the 
rebirth and renewal of the life of Islam and its social identity is like the 
cry of Seyyed Jamaleddin during the decline of Islam under the clouds of 
western colonization. After his cry, then his writing, and then the blood 
of the reformers and hundreds of intellectuals and thousands of believing 
Martyrs and suddenly the young tree of Islam sprouted." 


In another part of the president's message it says: "In the Islamic Republic 
is God and by His side are people and therefore the Islamic government is the 
government of Allah for the people, or it is the government of the people for 
the people. [Arabic from the Koran] 


"We are exempt from the West's democracy which is carelessness, irresponsibil- 
ity and dictatorship and the Eastern countries which are one hundred percent 
dominated by the government. The present form of government is a visible 
example of a real Islamic Republic, which belongs to Islam, and with the 
guidance of Islam, makes decisions. Therefore, two principles, freedom and 
independence, are the fundamental basis of our revolution. None of the 
powers or systems of the world can take these orders as their own and come to 
terms with them. Therefore, the revolution has sprouted from its real land 
and its real people and we know that the Islamic revolution of Iran is only 
one of the young trees which has grown in the territory of Islam. Thus, the 
ascetic delightful words of 'there is no God but one God' marks the basis of 
the creation of history and the destiny of man, and with regard to its growth 
and blossoming, which is similar to the laws of nature and calls for elements 
of human determination and movement and is the basis and pillar of our move- 
ments, thoughts, and responsibilities. The responsibility for the blossoming 
of the tree of Islam throughout the Islamic lands and its expansion through- 
out the world is an unavoidable necessity. | 


"IT close my speech with a few comments and recommendations in order to help 
you fulfill the above responsibilities: 


i. Open the Koran and learn all its principles and its deeds and learn the 
Arabic language as the Islamic international language. 


2. Revive the mosques and give the mosque its principle role which it had as 
the site of Islam and realize that the mosques are entrenchments, and altars 
are the battlegrounds against the fight with the inner Satan and world 
oppressors. 


3. Recognize Islam entirely from all sides and shape and yourself according 
to its basis and learn it free from pursuing eastern or western disguises. 
Avoid the abstract and frivolous Islam and follow humanistic Islam. 


4. Avoid severely the imported western and eastern culture, restore and 


sustain yourself, rise and rely on yourself to respect the genuine tribal and 
Islamic traditions free from bigotry. 
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5. Be in line with the people, feel their pains and suffering, and serve 
them and try to awaken them with your actions and guidance. 


6. Respect society's opinion and public standards. 


7. Be in touch with clergy and religious jurisprudence societies and centers 
inside and outside the country. 


8. Establish contact with each other especially with Iranian students and 
the political news of the Islamic world and follow Iran's news particularly 
and persistently. 


9. Learn well from the experiences of the Islamic revolution of Iran, and 
categorize them, especially on the basis of political groups as the calamity 
of the Islamic revolution, and study ways to confront them. 


10. While conveying the news and experiences, always remember the special 
conditions of your country and involve them. 


11. Improve yourself and try to propagate Islam actively. 


12. Get help from all propaganda means and especially do not neglect the most 
delicate and genuine of them, art. 


13. Try to organize student congresses at short intervals and consider ex- 
changing opinions and experiences in the agendas. 


14. Plan for a congress next year or sooner. 
"I wish you all success in the Unity of Islam and Muslims from exalted God." 
Then the proclamation of the Office of National Unity was read. 


Part of the proclamation mentioned: "You dear students who contrary to all 
the problems and difficulties which have been caused you by Satanic powers 

and their protoges in the Islamic countries and malicious people, have 

stepped in the bloody land of Islamic Iran. You arethe pioneers of this 

noble act in the contemporary young generations in Islamic societies and are 
responsible for its fruitfulness. The responsibilities of flying the honored 
flag of ‘there is one God and Mohammad is the prophet' throughout the world 

is entrusted to all Muslims, especially the knowledgeable and learned masses, 
meaning the fundamental and fighting clergymen and Muslim humanistic intellec- 
tuals." It is also mentioned in this proclamation: 


"We hope this convention has fruitful and resolving results in serving Islam 
and will benefit all Muslims." Then the statement of the Union o£ Societies 
of Islamic Students in Europe was read. Part of this statement says: "Today 
you beloved, with organizing the world student convention in the land of the 
prophet, have infused a new spirit in the body of the young Muslim generation 
who are living in the era of the rule of felonious Satans followed by the 
Islamic revolution of Iran and the heroic people of Ruhalah [spirit of God] 
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and other Muslim nations and the oppressed. Thus, that you, in front of the 
eyes of 1 billion Muslims throughout the world have followed the objectives 
of the holy Koran and the holy family of ascetic prophets, have started a 
world Islamic student movement in the land of the messenger of God. We hope 
the cry of the greatest call of the century and the brilliant rays of the 
revolution's beloved people's Imam Khomeyni's which has said: ‘Iran is 
united and with the united hand of its 35 million population with a single 
voice is standing against all the powers,' play the title role of this world 
convention and for all the dear Muslims who have participated in this conven- 
tion." 


9815 
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WAYS TO COMBAT COUNTERFEITING EXPLAINED 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 2 Mar 82 p 6 


[Text] In today's societies, one of the most important 

crimes committed against the ownership, wealth, and property 
of people and by means of which the criminal is provided with 
illegitimate priviledges and the possiblility of misusing 
documents and papers is counterfeiting, making false documents 
and papers. 


With the progress of industry and science, count rfeiters obtain precise, 
scientific information on counterfeiting methods and engage daily in new 
innovations in this area. In this way, they hara the peace of mind of the 
people of the society and obt.in unearned wealth. 


Under such circumstances, one of the important duties of the police is to 
protect the security of the society. For this reason, the Iranian police 
try to neutralize the actions of professional counterfeiters through 
scientific means and through the vast physical, chemical, and microscopic 
resources. 


Examination of Suspicious Documents and Papers 


In the identification office and the international police, a special branch 
called the "Examination of Suspicious Documents and Papers" has been 
established for this purpose and is engaged in widespread, continuous 
activities. 


This section has at its disposal the best experts who employ the knowledge 
and laboratory equipment as well as physical, chemical, and microscopic 
examinations and their own experiences to neutralize the activities of 
professional counterfeiters. In the laboratory section for the examination 
of suspicious and forged documents and papers, in addition to regular 
affairs, research in the discovery of "counterfeiting" through scientific 
and experimental methods continues. Thusfar, the experts have achieved 
significant successes and in many cases, they have proven through decisive 
scientific opinions that individuals had been victimized by counterfeiters. 
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The Counterfeiter's Method of Work 


Captain Mohammad Taqi Entezari, the director of the section for examining 
suspicious and forged documents and papers, said in regards to the work of 
the laboratory for examining suspicious documents: The cases which are often 
taken advantage of by counterfeiters and are investigated in this laboratcry 
concern checks, bank drafts, savings and revolving account booklets, driver's 
licenses, passports, birth certificates, educational degrees, suicide notes, 
printed and typewriten scripts, bank notes, and stamps. Last year, counter- 
feiters were also interested in gasoline coupons. 


Captain Entezari believes that there is so much diversity in his work and 
that he deals with so many kinds of documents and papers that he does not 
have time to enumerate them all. 


The Awareness of the People Obstructs Counterfeiters 


In the opinion of Captain Entezari, the importance of police work lies in 
preventing rather than in investigating crimes. In this regard, he said: 
With the he p of the people, by making them aware of the various methods of 
counterfeiters and noting the points that would stop forgery, the possibility 
of crime is reduced to a minimum and professional counterfeiters will not be 
able to further violate the rights of other people. 


The chief of the laboratory for investigating suspicious and forged documents 
and papers emphasized the need to enlighten the people concerning counter- 
feiters' methods and requested the assistance of tne mass media in this 
regard, adding: In the past regime, despite the fact that this office 

worked for the people, it had become a closed system, alienated from the 
people. Visits were made to this office mostly for show and involved certain 
special authorities. The people and even the police personnel had only a 
faint understanding of the operation of this office, even though the activi- 
ties and the usefulness of this section are extraordinarily important. 


The Need to Pay Attention to Police Messages 


C.ptain Entezari, in response to the question of what suggestions and recom- 
mendations he had for the people to prevent counterfeiters, said: The 
scientific and technical identification of counterfeiting is a responsibility 
of the experts and the people can rest assured that the actions of counter- 
feiters will be discovered and neutralized and the violators of the rights of 
the people and the society will answer to justice. However, the people can 
help prevent such crimes, which is even more important. 


Paying attention to police messages and suggestions, which have no objective 
other than to serve the people, is absolutely necessary, because the 
attention of the people in various cases and their following the suggestions 
of the police protects them against counterfeiters and the unpleasant conse- 
quences they bring about. 
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A Few Important Recommendations to Prevent Counterfeiting 


In regards to writing checks, signing bank drafts and documents, and similar 
items which can be forged, Captain Entezari has specific recommendations. He 
believes that if the people take into consideration these points, they will 
never be subjected to counterfeiters. He said: The more complicated the 
signature and the faster it is written, the better. Still better is to 
include the name and date in the signature, because in this case, forgery is 
very difficult and often impossible. 


To write the text and sign checks or other documents, use a single pen which 
writes cleanly and clearly. 


The text and the signature of checks, bank drafts, and other documents must 
be written in the presence of both parties, in their own handwriting, and, as 
far as possible, the signing of blank checks must be avoided. 


The illiterate or semi-literate and those who have simple signatures should 
use fingerprints. Fingerprints must be clear and a "stamp pad" must be used. 
The first joint of the index finger must be rolled on the "stamp pad" from 
right to left and then similarly on paper. The print on the paper must be 
done calmly and in one move. Avoid twisting, too much pressure, or pausing 
while printing. 


If a mistake is made in writing a check, instead of giving explanations, it 
would be better to destroy that check and issue another one, avoiding an 
undesirable signature on the reverse side of the check. It is extremely 
important that the people avoid signing the back of checks. 


Do not entrust your checks to strangers and un*rustworthy persons whose 
address and identification you do not know, because there is a strong possi- 
bility of misuse and forging of signatures. 


Do not trust every institution to obtain educational admission and be 
cautious regarding the protection of your educational documents. 


If you lose documents or papers, put an advertisement in a newspaper and 
inform the legal authorities. 


Since you will be unable to recognize counterfeit money, purchase foreign 
currency only from a bank. 


In writing ordinary documents, use witnesses and, if possible, print the 
amount of the check in "perforation." 


In order to avoid problems, do not buy coupons from individuals. 
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Counterfeit Notes and How to Recognize Them 


In response to the question of how counterfeit notes can be recognized, 
Captain Entezari said: Bank employees who have been dealing with money for 
years can, to a certain extent, recognize counterfeit notes by feeling the 
writing on the top of the notes and the kind of paper used. Of course, this 
requires experience. However, since the writing on top of notes is usually 
raised, by feeling the notes, counterfeit notes can be recognized. He added: 
The experts of this section can easily recognize counterfeit notes, even if 
extra care has been taken in printing them. The experts can find the 
counterfeits by means of various tests. In this connection, some time ago, 

a French counterfeiter had printed $100 bills with amazing care and precision 
and you could not easily tell that these $100 bills were counterfeit. How- 
ever, with the chemical tests done in this section, it became known that the 
counterfeiter, despite his knowledge and care, had not used the same 
material used in making the special paper, the percentage of which is a 
secret for each series and is a "code'' for the notes. As a result, the 
counterfeit note turned pale in chemical tests, signifying that it was 
counterfeit. 


The Importance of Individual Characteristics and Writing Habits 


Captain Entezari, who is himself an expert in examining suspicious documents 
and papers, believes that the smallest mistake in identification can distort 
the truth and cause disaster. 


He said: Sufficient care must be taken in choosing experts. Experts must 
be tested in their knowledge of scientific and technical aspects of counter- 
feiting, examining suspicious documents, and making handwriting comparisons. 
It should be mentioned that an expert in this field cannot offer quality 
work except in a scientifically equipped laboratory in which we can do all 
sorts of physical, chemical, and microscopic examinations. 


ln the opinion of this expert, no significant differences should exist in 

the expertise of analyzing forged Persian or Latin script handwriting and 
Signatures, because in comparing ho ‘writing, the apparent shape, ornamenta- 
tion, and size of letters is not what the expert looks for, but, rather, to 
find out the individual idiosyncracies and writing habits of the writer. 
lhese characteristics and habits cannot be easily changed and are preserved 
even when one's handwriting and style are changed, regardless of whether 
these characteristics are in Persian or Latin script. On the other hand, 
could an expert be successful in comparing handwriting and signatures without 
being familiar with all the physical and chemical aspects of counterfeiting? 


~~ 


Q594 


CSO: 4640/199 
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COTTON ORGANIZATION ISSUES PROGRESS REPORT 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 5 Mar 82 p 6 


[Text] Cotton is one of the country's most important 
industrial plants, providing raw material for textiles and 
0il extraction industries and which can play a sensitive 
role in bringing about relative independence in the areas 
of clothing, seed oil, and oil cakes for livestock. The 
most suitable regions for planting cotton in Iran are 
Gorgan, Gonbad, eastern Mazandaran, Khorasan, Fars, Moghan, 
Kerman, Central Province, and Esfahan rvspectively. 


The production of this agricultural product under ordinary 
conditions, cultivating 300,000 hectares, yeilds about 
600,000 tons of unginned cotton, which can produce 230,000 
tons of fibers and 360,000 tons of cotton seeds. Cotton 
fibers play a significant role in the operation of the 
country's textile factories, which make up the largest 
proportion of the nation's industries. Cotton seed is 

the raw material for oil extraction factories. In addition 
to the fact that it yeilds a high quality oil, its oil cake 
is rich in protein, a proper food for livestock, which yeild 
meat, milk, and animal husbandry products. 


Goals : 
’ 

To increase the production and improve the quality of cotton and "soy" 
beans in order to provide high quality raw material for textile industries 
and domestic oil extraction industries, consequently providing clothing, 
edible oil, and feed for livestock and poultry necessary for domestic 
consumption; to utilize land, water, agricultural equipment, and human 
resources; and to export surplus products abroad in order to increase 
national revenues in such a way as not to interfere with other national 


agricultural products. 


73 











Duties 


The cotton organization lends its overall support to cotton planters and 
farmers and is responsible for providing technical guidance in agricultural 
matters from the time of planting to harvesting; for the continual supervision 
over factories for refining unginned cotton and categorizing the bales; and 
for the payment of wages and issuance of certificates of export abroad. Also, 
it has been quite active in research, studying the characteristics of cotton 
fibers, such as the length of the fiber, fineness, resistance, and flexibi- 
lity, and in making standard cotton boxes. Also, it has enjoyed the overall 
cooperation of the institution for improving and providing sapplings and 

seeds in regards to improved seeds and high quality cotton sowing and their 
distribution among farmers. 


Implementary Policies and Methods 


The Iranian organization for cotton and oil-producing seeds has thusfar 
implemented the following policies toward increasing domestic cotton 
production, resulting in the increased income of planters and providing 
national revenues. 


1, Guiding and directing planters and farmers by means of educational 
programs through the mass media of radio and television. 


2. Informing farmers through newspapers. 


3. Experts of the organization for cotton and oil-producing seeds contacting 
farmers in cultivated areas and guiding them in regards to planting and 
harvesting techniques as well as instructing them in the use of weed-killing 
chemicals. 


4, Granting loans for the purchase of improved seeds. 


5. Technological laboratory studies of the characteristics of cotton 
produced in various areas. 


6. Guiding the supervision of cotton refining factories and eliminating 
their deficiencies and problems. 


7. Providing the necessary customs facilities for cotton exports and 
competition in the international market. 


8. Membership in the global consulting committee for cotton. 


9. In addition to its main activities, the national organization for cotton 
and oil-producing seeds has begun planting soy beans and familiarizing 
farmers with this product in order to provide oil as a raw material as well 
as to sever the dependence of the country and has also begun to revitalize 
the planting of hemp to produce sackcloth and gunnysacks. 


74 








Activities of the Cotton Organization during the 1978-1979 Agricultural 
Year, the First Year of the Revolution 


1. During the agricultural year of 1978-1979, the cotton organization 
included 129,447 hectares of land in the cotton project. Of this figure,‘ 
29,679 hectares were set aside for the cotton planting program and 99,768 
hectares for the program to change over the kinds of seeds planted in various 
areas of the country. In implementing these activities, 9,600 tons of 
certified and high quality cotton seeds and 4,189 tons of fertilizers were 
distributed among farmers and planters. 


2. The amount of cotton refined by factories amounted to 122,332 tons. 
3. The amount of exported cotton was 73,447 tons. 
4. Permits were issued for about 360,000 bales of export cotton. 


5. Continual supervision over and visits to 102 cotton ginning factories 
and eliminating the deficiencies of these factories to improve the refining 
of cotton. 


6. Technological studies of the characteristics of about 2,500 samples of 
cotton in the laboratories of Varamin and Gorgan 


Also, the organization has been able to implement the plan for the improve- 
ment of soy bean cultivation to provide raw material for oil extraction 
factories on 5,700 hectares of arable lands in appropriate areas of the 
country. In order to encourage farmers, the organization has exempted them 
from paying 50 percent of the price of seeds in the implementation of this 
plan. As a result of this plan, 94,558 tons of soy beans have been produced. 


Activities of the National Organization of Cotton and 0il-Producing 
Seeds in the 1979-1980 Agricultural Year, the Second Year of the 
Revolution 


1. In the agricultural year of 1979-1980, the organization implemented the 
plan for increasing the production and improving the quality of cotton on 
125,000 hectares by distributing 6,500 tons of certified seeds. 


2. Providing about 7,500 tons of cotton seeds needed for planting in the 
agricultural year beginning in 1981, with the cooperation of the institute 
for the improvement and provision of sapplings and seeds. 


3. Supervision over the ginning of 15,000 tons of cotton remaining from the 
1979 harvest and 172,000 tons of unginned cotton harvested in 1980 in the 
cotton refining factories. 


4. The sorting of 300,000 bales of cotton in factories. 


5. The technical study of 3,980 samples of cotton from various areas of the 
country. 
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6. Implementation involving 42,512 hectares of soy bean plantati:n through 
the distribution of 2,555 tons of certified seeds to provide raw material 
for the oil extraction industries of the country. 


The Activities of the Cotton Organization from March 21, 1981- 
December 21, 1981, the Third Year of the Revolution 


1. The implementation of the plan to increase production and improve the 

quality of cotton on 189,239 hectares of agriculturally improved lands and 
the change over of seeds with the distribution of 8,685 tons of improved, 

high quality seeds. 


2. Supervision over the refining and catagorization of about 204,056 bales 
of cotton, weighing 41,282 tons, in 62 cotton ginning factories from the 
production of the current year. 


3. To support the cotton planters of the country, of the 180 million rials 
in loans allocated to planters, the amount of 107,868,000 rials was used and 
distributed among the planting farmers. 


4. Supervision over and cooperation in the implementation of the soy bean 
cultivation project on 43,150 hectares, with the distribution of 2,157 tons 
of seeds to provide the raw material for the oil extraction factories of the 
country. 


5. The revitalization of the cultivation of hemp to provide fibers in an 
experimental demonstration in various areas of the country and the develom- 
ment of this cultivation to provide future raw material for the gunnysack and 
sackcloth industry, projecting the future cultivation of cotton and programs 
underway in the organization of cotton and oil-producing seeds. 


As our dear readers understand, the amount of land under cotton cultivation 
in the country decreased during the first year of the revolution and has 
gradually increased during the following years. The causes for the decrease 
in the amount of land under cotton cultivation must be gleaned from the 
following points. 


1. The indecisive situation concerning the ownership of arable lands, 
especially in the north of the country, which caused a decrease in cottor 
plantation. 


2. The high cost of cotton cultivation during the period between sowing 
and harvesting as compared to the cultivation of wheat and the lack of 
strict agricultural care of cotton compared to wheat. 


3. The breakdown in the management of private agricultural organizations and 
the present mismanagement. 


4. The interest of farmers in planting wheat to provide the main foodstuff 
of the people in connection with ending food dependence and the replacement 
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of wheat cultivation in some of the cotton producing areas of the country, 
especially the northern regions. 


S. Dividing and separating large arable lands into small plots and comparing 
cotton production costs on large and small scales and its economic 
feasibility. 


6. The breakdown of motor pumps and disuse of deep wells on most farms, 
which have caused shortages of production on an overall scale. 


Of course, the economic importance of cotton production from the standpoint 
of providing currency, increasing national revenues, and moving the indus- 
trial wheels of the country is clear to everyone. Considering the economic 
and social importance of the issue, the organization for cotton and oil- 
producing seeds has begun its overall support of cotton planters, of which the \ 
allocation of 180 million rials to this cultivation can be mentioned. In 
addition to providing funds to work towards the goal of self-sufficiency and 
achieving the desired amount to provide the needs of the country for fibers 
for industries and cultivate oil-producing seeds, the organization has taken 
serious, continuing steps to increase the amount of land under cultivation 
for this product. 


Encouraging policies of providing financial fund: for farmers and providing 
agricultural needs, such as fertilizer, seeds, aid poisons, can be mentioned. 


Simultaneous with the provision of these facilities, five-year, medium-range 
plans for cotton, oil-producing seeds, and hemp are being drawn up, which will 
significantly increase the areas cultivating cotton, oil-producing seeds, and 
hemp in the next five years. ses 


Areas under Cultivation and Levels of Production of Cotton and Othcr 
0il-Producing Seeds 


Year Year Year Year Year Notations 





21 Mar 77- 21 Mar 78- 21 Mar 79- 21 Mar 80- 21 Mar 81- 
20 Mar 78 20 Mar 79 20 Mar 80 20 Mar 81 20 Mar 82 





Area of 

entire 

country 316,000 280,000 215,000 145,900 191,500 
under cotton 

cultivation 

in hectares 

Production of 








ung inned 

cotton 556,600 426,738 321,617 190,000 160,000 up to the 
in tons above date 
Production of 

carded up to the 
cotton 177,706 132,646 98,126 57,500 41,200 date of the 
in tons preparation 


of the chart 
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Production of 
cotton 

seeds 

in tons 


320,000 


238,000 


176,000 


117,000 


90,000 


harvesting 
underway 





Area under 
soy bean 

cultivation 
in hectares 


41,991 


59,819 


57,000 


31,179 


43,149 





Production of 
soy beans 
in tons 


85,743 


113,310 


94,558 


51, 00U 


64,000 


harvesting 
underway 





Area under 
sunflower 

cultivation 
in hectares 


37,367 


34,736 


21,900 


6,508 


30,080 





Production 


of seeds 19,296 


12,596 


4,055 


2,310 


7,600 


harvesting 
underway 





Provincial Distribution of Areas under Cotton Cultivation during the 


Agricultural Years 1977-1982 









































Regional Areas Year Year Year Year Year 
under Cultivation 21 Mar 77- 21 Mar 78- 21 Mar 79- 21 Mar 80- 21 Mar 81- 
in Hectares 20 Mar 78 20 Mar 79 =20 Mar 80 20 Mar 81 20 Mar 82 
Gorgan and 
Gonbad 165,000 150,000 115,000 50,000 75,000 
Mazandaran 50,000 41,000 40,000 35,000 41,000 
Khorasan 43,000 36,000 30,000 32,500 36,500 
Fars 19,000 15,000 13,700 12,500 18,500 
Eastern Azarbaijan 
(Moghan) 8,000 10,800 1,100 2,470 2,900 
Tehran Province 
(Varamin, Rey, 14,000 12,000 4,700 4,030 4,850 
Karaj) 
Central Province ---- ---- ---- ---- 2,590 
Kerman 10,000 10,000 7,000 5,000 7,000 
Esfahan and 
Kashan 3,000 2,100 2,000 2,000 2,000 
Semnan and Garmsar ---- ---- ---- ---- 800 
(Zanjan-Kermanshahan) 4,000 3,100 1,500 1,500 100 
Total 316,000 280,000 215,000 145,000 191,500 
9593 
CSO: 460/200 
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JORDAN 


BRIEFS 


NUCLEAR REACTOR FOR NEW UNIVERSITY--Engineer Ra'if Nijm, the director of the 
Al-Yarmuk University project stated that the plan for the main location of 
the university will include designation of a site for setting up a nuclear 
reactor. In an interview published by the magazine AL-MUHANDIS AL-URDUNI, 
he said that the plan will include two locations. The first will cover four 
faculties: the school of engineering, the school of sciences and medical 
science, the school of liberal arts and the school of agriculture and 
veterinary medicine. There will be a totil of 35 departments. The second 
section will be called the Center for Social Affairs and will include a 
cultural center, a museum, a hotel, a computer and facilities for other 
activities. [Text] [4:mman AL-DUSTUR in Arabic 11 Mar 82 p 5] 


cso: 5100/4711 
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KUWAIT 


CONDITIONS FOR EXISTENCE OF LOYAL OPPOSITION DISCUSSED 
Kuwait AL-TALI'AH in Arabic No 731, 17 Feb 82 pp 4-5 
[Article: "The Opposition and the Democratic System"] 


[Text] In a recent press conference, the crown prince posed the question: 
Who is stopping the existence of an opposition in the National Assembly? 

This query came in response to a question as to whether the political leader- 
ship would agree to have a political opposition in Kuwait and to what extent. 


The crown prince's reply implies a denial that tere is anyone preventing the 
opposition from existing. According to his view the government does not 
believe in pursuing the approach of stifling freedoms and practicing a 

policy of intimidation because it is inconsistent with our values, morals 

and principles. 


However, there are destructive oppositions and there are loyal oppositions 
that can help the government in its domestic and foreign policy and he is 
against the former and for the latter. 


We can clearly perceive from this brief response that the government in 
Kuwait: ; 


1. Is not stopping an opposition from existing in the National Assembly. 
2. Does not practice suppression of freedoms and a policy of intimidation. 


3. Is opposed to a destructive opposition that would implement schemes 
incompatibdle with the best interests of Kuwait. 


Questions that can be raised about this issue involve two aspects. First: 
Why did the crown prince confine the reference to an opposition to the 
National Assembly as if he feels that it is the only place political action 
can be exercised, eliminating all other popular organizations and federa- 
tions? 


Secondly: Why does he discuss a political opposition in isolation from 
the democratic system as a whole and its necessary legal prerequisites, as 
the discussion about destructive and loyal oppositions occurred in isolation 
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from the framework defined by legislation of the democratic system for public 
freedoms? 


We hold the belief, a belief shared by anyone who is conscious of what con- 
stitutes the democratic system, that the issue of a political opposition is 
not confined to the limits of the National Assembly but extends beyond it to 
the society as a whole. It is an expression of social forces whose social 
and economic demands crystallize into a given political line. 


In democratic systems, one of the first signs of democratic freedoms is 

the lifting of all restrictions over the establishment of political parties 
because they are what give the democratic system its meaning. Not barring 
the existence of an opposition means a natural permission legally to form 
parties and organizations able to propose their political programs, whether 
in opposition or not. Under the current system, legislation restricting 
freedoms, freedom of the press and of opinion and freedom of assembly and 
expression of views, have created an abnormal situation in which we cannot 
agree that we are experiencing a sound democratic situation. 


While we believe that the birth and evolution of a democratic system in Kuwait 
might be accompanied by defect which at times would be incompatible with 

it s bases, our desire is that society, as represented in its organizations, 
forces and press, should be able to overcome shortcomings and achieve a 
situation responsive to the basic constitutional principle that any new 
legislation must be aimed at expanding, not constricting, the area of 
freedoms. 


The experiment in "refining" and "amending" laws that spread in the National 
Aasembly proved that the situation is not proceeding in line with this 
principle but just the reverse. This means that the view of the government, 
which the crown prince expressed, more than anything else needs no practical 
steps. It is impossible to define the types of opposition in the absence or 
exclusion of the bases for its existence. It is not possible to reaffirm that 
there is no one or nothing standing in the way of an opposition except in a 
situation wherein there has been a full rounding out of the institutions and 
legislation of a democratic system, led by public freedoms, the freedom of 
the people to establish parties and organizations, freedom of the press and 
giving the National Assembly its legislative role, not just a supporting role. 


8389 
CSU: 4404/303 
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KUWAIT 


RECENT IMPORT, TRADE FIGURES ANALYZED 
Kuwait AL-SIYASAH in Arabic 6 Feb 82 p 8 


[Article by Sami al-Haddad: "At the End of 1981, the Market Showed Great Activity, 
Especially in Transits"] 


[Text] At the end of last November, a study was conducted by AL-SIYASAH into the 
state of the basic comaodities market. During that month, there was noteworthy 
activity in the basic commodities trade imported into the country, whereas the 
market clearly declined in the transit trade. Markt observers attributed this 
phenomenon to local merchants’ fear of rising price; of basic commodities, espe- 
cially consumer goods, and to the possibility of th: Iraqi-Iranian war ending, 
which would resuit in increased demand for building materials, whose prices might 
rising on the world level. We referred to a rise in inventories locally, which 
could be more advantageous than harmful, if the lecal construction activity con- 
tinues at its present level. 


In a comprehensive look at the basic commodities market during last December, in 
terms of imports and transits to neighboring markets, intensive activity was 
noted both on the imports level and regarding transit trade. The activity in im 
port business only increased over that of last November by 2.44 percent, whereas 
transit figures took an enormous leap to levels not previously noted in the mar- 
ket, since the transit imports increased by 105.85 percent over the figures of 
last November. 


Despite the fact that the current study relies only on statistics, without indi- 
cating their relationship with world price rates and the repercussions of that on 
the domestic level of each kind of basic commodity, market observers expect a sig- 
nificant change in several commodity prices on the international level, especially 
in the markets of the large industrial nations with the beginning of the year. 

In the majority of cases, this change will be accompanied by dissimilar price 
rises which will vary from nation to nation, because of differing inflation rates 
in each country, apart from other domestic factors that might have a greater in- 
fluence. Accordingly, the Kuwaiti market, in its capacity as a consumer and im- 
porting market, will be more affected by this change. 


This is what the consumer senses year after year. Therefore, economists call for 
the need to establish a year's strategic stockpile and a year's insurance stock- 
pile of basic commodities in general, which would settle this phenomenon to the 
consumer's benefit, if the necessity arose. 
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AL-SIYASAH has continued to study the state of the basic commodities market each 
month, because of its importance to the local business activity, as well as the 
transit trade in particular, since the studies indicate an increasing interest by 
local market merchants in the transit trade, despite last year's severe slowdown. 
However, the transit trade in general began to improve during the second half of 
it, with the exception of the downturn last November, which reached 29.55 percent. 


Regarding imports to the market, progress continued, indicating the correctness 

of the local merchants’ perception of their expectations for 1982, especially with 
regard to the building material market, since 99 percent of the increase occurring 
in imports to the country were represented by cement and wood. During last Novem- 
ber, the market saw an increase in imports of cement and iron, whereas we find in 
December a decrease in imports of iron, along with a major increase in imports of 
cement and wood. With regard to the transit trade, while November saw noteworthy 
activity with respect to iron, wood and live cattle, while neighboring markets 
were overstocked with frozen chickens and fish, fresh fruit, cement, live sheep 
and frozen meat, we find that in December there was significant activity in the 
transit trade, with regard to cement, iron, live sheep and cattle, frozen meat and 
fresh fruit, whereas the neighboring markets were satiated with frozen chickens 
and fish, as well as lumber. 


In general, the figures for commercial exchange with respect to the transit trade, 
reflccts the state of this market, as well as the importance of the neighboring 
markets with regard to the size of the local trade and upon which the local mer- 
chants depend to a great extent for significant expansion, especially with respect 
to the Iraqi and Saudi markets. AL-SIYASAH had to balance, even if indirectly, 
the importance of the changes which have suddenly occurred in imports to the coun- 
try as well as in the transit trade. 


State of the Market 


During December, the market received an increase in imports of basic commodities 
amounting to 6,068 tons over November's imports. This represents 2.44 percent, 
whereas the increase in October was 42.4 percent. If we compare what the country 
received in transit goods with the co: atry's total imports during this month, we 
fie? that they represent 28.29 percent, while they represented 14.08 percent for 
November, 28.47 percent in October and 17.67 percent in September. As for transit 
goods, we find that they increased considerably during December, since they reach- 
ed 105.85 percent over what they were in November, while the turndown in November 
amounted to 29.55 percent if we compare it to last October's figures. 


The increase in transit goods in December amounted to about 36,930 tons over what 
it had been in November. 


AL-SIYASAH has always been very careful to thoroughly investigate the facts of 
conditions within the local consumer market, particularly with respect to the 
consumer goods that reach it, since this is of concern to all the different sec- 
tors. This concern has also been extended to concentrate on sudden occurrences 
in the transit trade in view of its continual importance to domestic commerce, 
in addition to the good will it brings to Kuwait in the realm of international 
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relations. AL-SIYASAH has concentrated its interest on a group of basic commodi- 
ties, which in our economic point of view are considered to be the minimum for 
local requirements. Accordingly, we had to find out what commodities the country 
received, in order to explain to everyone interested in the matter the truth of 
what is happening in the domestic market and what changes that encompasses. When 
AL-SIYASAH reviewed what goods were imported into this country, it cited these 
figures as representing only the imports to the country through the port of al- 
Shuwaykh. Note that other amounts of imports, especially transit, arrive through 
the port of al-Shu'aybah as well as other land and air arrivals. 


Imported Goods 


If we compare what the country received in terms of basic commodities during last 
December with the similar category for November, we find that the country import- 
ed an increase of 27,367 tons of cement and 15,298 fewer tons of iron. As ‘vor 
lumber, this increased by 1,524 tons, while imports of live sheep declined by 
1,498 tons, as did li. e cattle imports by 117 tons. There was a reduction in the 
imports of frozen meat by 792 tons, as well as a 4,588 ton decline in imports of 
frozen chicken, while imports of frozen fish increased by 660 tons. Fruit imports 
declined by 1,190 tons. In terms of what these figures mean, we find that there 
is a clear decline in the imports of basic foodstu*fs, with the exception of fro- 
zen fish, whereas there was an increase in imports of cement and lumber. In gen- 
eral, imports of basic commodities into the countr:, amounted to 253,784 tons, 
whereas the figure in November was 247,716. 


Transit Goods 


If we compare the basic transit goods for last Devember with the similar category 
for November, in terms of percentage, we find tha- the ratio of transit cement to 
cement imported into the country was 29.4 perceni, whereas it was 12.68 percent; 
iron, 32.2 percent compared to 19.65 percent; lumber, 6.55 percent, compared to 
32.37 percent; live sheep, 6a.7 percent over 21.28 percent; live cattle, 4.48 per- 
cent compared to 1.28 percent. There were no frozen chickens in the transit trade 
for either month, and the same applies to frozen fish. This means that the neigh- 
boring markets were completely saturated in terms of their needs for frozen fish 
and chicken. Frozen meat was 15.6 percent, compared with 3.6 percent. 


In general, during the month of December, transit goods amounted to 71,816 tons, 
compared with 34,886 tons in November, an increase of 36,930 tons. 


An Observation Worthy of Note 


It is worth calling attention to the fact that commodities, like frozen meat, fish 
and chicken usually vary in quantities imported for transit from month to month, 
in accordance with the supplies on hand in the importing countries and also with 
consumption rates. However, our observation is that the transit trade, despite 
its downturn in November, has begun to make continual progress month after month. 
The large increases noted in December is the best evidence of that. This con- 
firms the truth of what AL-SIYASAH predicted through its previous analyses of the 
basic commodities market. Moreover, there is a firm opinion, which we try to 





clearly present, which usually applies to the frozen fish and chicken trade. That 
is that local conditions are governed by the support given to these two types of 
food, which is not consistent with the activity of moving them locally. Conse- 
quently, merchants of these two types frequently look for other markets, once the 
local needs are covered. That is clearly apparent with respect to frozen chicken, 
meat and fish. Fresh fruit was 4.94 percent, whereas it does not appear in the 
transit trade. There is also evidence of the return of neighboring markets to de- 
pendence once again on the local market to satisfy their requirements for fresh 
vegetables, if the demand for them is compared to the demand in the month of Novem 
ber. 


The country imported 153,795 head of live sheep, 545 head of cattle, and 4,802 head 
of live buffalo. This is an increase of 60,367 head of sheep, 495 head of cattle, 
and a decrease of 1,298 head of buffalo over what was imported into the country in 
November. As for the transit trade during December, it amounted to 74,000 head of 
live sheep, and 323 head of cattle. That was an increase of 44,000 sheep and 223 
head of live beef over November's figures. 


By analyzing the number of sheep coming into the country, we find that a transport 
company and the livestock trade have imported huge quantities of live sheep that 
surpassed the daily slaughtering rate, which usually gives an indication of the 
needs of the local market for fresh meat. This gives clear evidence of the concern 
of a transport company and the livestock business for covering local requirements, 
apart from their ability to accommodate any sudden increase in local consumption, 
even if at the expense of its cost. Moreover, its concern with the local market 
has not affected its concern with covering the needs of neighboring markets, espe- 
cially the Saudi market. 


Total Goods Imported to Kuwait, As Well As Transit Trade for December 


Imported to Kuwait 











Type of Commodity in tons Transit in Tons 
Cement 161,551 47,559 
Iron 61,067 19,678 
Lumber 5,280 346 
Live sheep 5,831 3,832 
Live cattle 2,519 113 
Frozen meat 596 93 
Frozen chicken 11,892 — 
Frozen fish 1,094 ~— 
Fruit 3,954 195 
Totals 253,784 71,816 
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LEBANON 


TRIPOLI CLASHES SAID TO BE LINKED WITH EVENTS IN HAM4H 
London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic No 1321, 26 Feb 82 p 5 
[Article: "Vibrations From the Open Borders From Hamah to Tripoli!"'] 


[Text] For about the past 2 months the Lebanese crisis with all the Arab involve- 
ment in it has appeared as if it were in a phase of labor pains in which the coun- 
try was emerging from a given international situation only to be entering a new, 
more complex and dangerous situation. One thing reinforcing the pessimism and 
apprehension are the difficulties emerging during tnis particular phase, difficul- 
ties that may last until 25 April. 


This waiting phase is not based on a vacuum since the revival of Phillip Habib's 
mission at a time when the Arab Follow-up Committee has failed to follow up its 
work, all the time while clashes are continuing ir Tripoli in a violent form that 
reminds one of the Zahlah events-~all these conditions have created suspicious 
climates very similar to those prevalent in 1975. 


There is one political view that holds that the Lebanese war is quite similar to 
children's diseases. In other words, they do not recur with the seasons but each 
disease appears in the form of a new disease. So, by this interpretation, the 
Tripoli clashes are a natural extension of the Hamah events and of everything that 
can occur through vibration of the open border with Syria, particularly since 
Tripoli in particular represents the “osmosis" border, that is, the organic inter- 
action through which ideas, social relations and even security situations perco- 
late. These violent, repeated clashes have taken on a political dimension of 
greater danger than thev used to assume in the past. In describing the manifesta- 
tions of ferocity which the Tripoli clashes had taken on, informed observers 
Stated that they are an attempt to transfer the battles outside the Syrian border 
as sort of a way to ease the situation and relieve the pressure and to get out of 
the spotlight, while observers in Beirut said that they were a sort of military 
involvement and a way of dragging the deterrent forces into an open fight in which 
the clashes would escalate to the point where the deterrent forces would have to 
deal with this city, a city with a Sunni majority, the way they had dealt with the 
city of Zahlah. 


As of today, it does not appear that the involvement will assume the size of a 
national disaster, going on to involve various Lebanese cities, because if this 
were to take place in the tense circumstances prevailing in the South, it might 
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be the justification Menachem Begin has been looking for to direct his blow at 
the Palestinian resistance, particularly since pressures of self-control the 
United States has been applying to him have removed all excuses from his hands 
and he has nothing left but the explosive Lebanese situation to use as an excuse 
tc intervene on the grounds of protecting his northern borders against the bad 
effects of the deteriorating security conditions on the Lebanese scene. 


When the Zahlah events exploded, the Israeli opposition warned the Begin govern- 
ment against the consequences of getting involved in the shifting Lebanese sands. 
Yitzak Rabin said at the time: "It is Damascus that is laying out the rules of 
the game. Even if it loses militarily, it will gain a lot politically, emerging 
from its Arab isolation and forcing the United States to agree to convene an in- 
ternational conference which the Soviet Union would attend." 


Faced with these facts, Menachem Begin last June had to back off, replacing his 
plan for a war of intervention with a plan for a limited blitzkrieg. Since America 
had barred him from striking at the Syrian missiles in al-Biqa', he proceeded to 
hit the Libyan missiles held by the Palestinian resistance. In other words, he 
struck the quarter where he could engage in his aggressions without upsetting 
Washington or stirring up the Soviet Union that had announced through Ambassador 
Soldatov at the time that the treaty of friendship with Syria did not commit Mos- 
cow in Lebanon. 


Observers say that President al-Asad's visit to Moscow which he announced recently, 
saying that it would take place next month, is to be viewed as a major visit and, 
in fact, will be similar to the significant visit which President Boumedienne made 
to Moscow when it accused it of being negligent in the required support of the Arab 
countries. 


In the same context, ‘Abd-al-Halim Khaddam, deputy prime minister and foreign m.n- 
ister, visited Moscow last month and held negotiations which were confined to per- 
suading the Soviets to expand their obligations in protecting the Syrian military 
presence in Lebanon. European newspapers stated that Minister Khaddam had paved 
the way for the visit to Moscow by President al-Asad with the goal of raising the 
treaty of friendship and cooperation signed at the end cf 1980 to the level of 
strategic cooperation. 


in the opinion of Syrian observers, any attack launched by Israeli forces against 
Syria would be launched from South Lebanon, not from Golan, even were Damascus to 
abrogate the disengagement agreement concluded in 1974. 


Abstaining getting involved in a broader war led all parties to get involved 
in Limited » battles. Israel strikes at the resistance because it is prohibit- 
d from striking at Syria and, in doing so, wishes to give the impression that the 
resistance is on its own with no help from the Arab parties which claim to be so 
solicitous toward it. This means that Syria, after Israel confronted it with the 
decision to annex Golan and with the repeated attacks on the Palestinian positions, 
feels more than at any time in the past that it needs to strengthen agreements on 
its relations with the Soviets by signing a military agreement also involving the 
Syrian forces in Lebanon so as to ward off dangers from them. 
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Observers feel that Moscow still appreciates Syria‘s position and that it is en- 
deavoring to strengthen its political position by supplying it with arms. How- 

ever, it will be difficult to tip the balance of power with Israel in its favor, 
even during the next 3 years. 


More than at any time in the past, Damascus feels that its role on the eastern 
front must not end with the Security Council decision to impose sanctions on Israel 
since the annexation of Golan demands a military step, even were that to cause the 
table to be tipped over on top of the players, as President al-Asad once put it. 
This means getting away from the wavering position upon which political comments 
have focussed when they say that Syria did not go to war after the annexation of 
Golan and will not go to peace after 25 April. 


Syria is apparently choosing the first solution on the condition thar ~.1e Soviet 
Union is persuaded that its secure borders are now at Golan and that it has genuine 
interests in expanding them this far. So far it does not appear that this possi- 
bility is in the cards for a multitude of reasons unless the Kremlin leaders were 
to feel that military action in Lebanon would lead to Washington accepting it as 

a fundamental partner in solving the Middle East crisis. 


However, Phillip Habib's mission always comes as a bidding competition for this 
strategic development. Accordingly, pressures are being applied to contain the 
hattles to the Lebanese playing field lest the equilibrium between the two giants 
break down, the equilibrium for which Lebanon has paid the price since the disen- 
gagement in Sinai in 1975. It would appear that its destiny during this difficult 
phase is to pay another price to save other countries in the area. 
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LEBANON 


LEBANESE ARMY'S ROLE IN SOUTH VIEWED 
London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic No 1320, 19 Feb 82 pp 75-77 
[Article by Sharbal Zaghib] 


[Text] Lebanese and Arab politicians are in agreement that next April will be 
decisive for the Middle East in general and for Lebanon in particular because 
everything depends on tne Israeli withdrawal from Sinai. Therefore, some regard 
the Israeli annexation of the Golan Heights as preparation for what may happen 
in April on the assumption that the Arabs, accordivs to Israeli logic, are dis- 
tracted by many side issues, disputes, and secondary wars, and that the United 
States is preoccupied with what is now going on in Poland. 


In addition to these factors, which are external to the Lebanese crisis, most 
prominent Lebanese now announce a relaxed securitv situation that may witness 
seme ebb and flow along the lines of contact as well as some distinct "heat" in 
certain areas where the Arab struggles over a particular region in Lebanon are 
intensifying and where inter-Arab relations in general are clashing as tensions 
rise. This is making Lebanon adopt a watchful and expectant attitude to ensure 
that the final situation be decided in its favor and in its interest. But when, 
how, and by whom? 


This is what all the predictions and information could not confirm or hint at.... 
Indeed, some say that if the state decides to take matters firmly in hand and 
regain its authority and prestige, the factional struggle for Lebanon will cease 
at once with all the groups beginning a struggle with the Lebanese state.... 

Some “legitimate” sources maintain that some commando elements of an Arab state 
have entered Lebanon through a party that is active in the Lebanese and Arab 
crises and are preparing to repel an attack to which the supporters of this state 
in Lebanon are exposed. This is pouring oil on the fire of some of the clashes 
and heating them up even more. 


This raises the question, and very clearly: Where is the Lebanese army? For 
what purpose is this missing role entrusted to it? And, consequently, why do not 
the legal authorities proceed to use the tools it is presumed to have to put an 
end to what is happening in the country? Is this due to weakness of the legal 
authorities or what? 
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There is a slogan current in every Lebanese political club "No to the army." Nay, 
more than that, some legitimate sources say the army will not have any role to 
play before the Middle East question is resolved, and all talk about harmony in 
Lebanon must Start with the army as government sources recently said even though 
harmony does exist between all the influential parties but with regard to prevent- 
ing the army from rising to restore normal life to Lebanon. In contrast, there 
are helpless people who cannot even request a role for the army, knowing that all 
the parties are seeking a role for the army that is subordinate to their own role 
or supportive of its policy. Naturally, the army cannot act this way. 


The army is rejected because it has chosen its own formula and rather than wait 
has defined its identity for which it is paying the price. In this respect, the 
state should either make policy for its army or make the army carry out its pol- 
ivty.... But since it is weak and unable to decide, it has become (like) a corp- 
oration working to settle disputes between stockholders amicably. 


A very important example given by the army to show its frustration between the 
policy of the state and what it must do is its presence in the South within the 
framework of the international emergency forces and what their existence and its 
existence have become as a false witness to what is happening in this hot area of 
Lebanon, rather, the hottest on the Arab-Israeli fronts. 


After the UN Security Council's resolutions 425 and 426 as a result of the March 
operation which led to the Israeli sweep into the South, the emergency forces en- 
tered the South on the condition that a Lebanese army battalion participate with 
them. When the UN forces entered, the issue was very simple. Nothing troubled 
the smoothness of their entry except the cold and winter. But when the Lebanese 
army began to move in, woes began to descend on its head as though it were an occupa- 
tion army that had come to seize a land that did not belong to it. The Lebanese 
still remember the dawn of 18 April 1979 after the well-known American withdrawal 
and when some troops came to the Qasimiyah area and how they were exposed to ar- 
tillery bombardment, the thing that made them travel another road to "Arzun." 

But they were also exposed to the bombardment of the command post, which made 

them halt and wait for new orders from the emergency forces command on the grounds 
that the Lebanese troops there are subordinate to the UN forces. 


Naturally, after a number of contacts that the emergency forces command made from 
al-Naqurah, the army settled in the town of Arzun and began slowly to spread out 
and, consequently, help the UN forces at the roadblocks and in an operation to 
facilitate its mission inside the sectors in which it was confined...until the 
Security Council itself intervened more than once to protect the consolidation 

of the Lebanese army and UN emergency forces at a certain point. That is what 

also happened at hill 808, a point contested betwecen Sa'd Haddad and the UN forces. 


The Lebanese army in the South performs humanitarian rather than military tasks 
because its military activities are subject to political control while the human- 
itarian work is influenced by faith in the land and man and Lebanon. These are 
the most important impressions that AL-HAWADITH brought back following its visit 
to Lebanese army positions in the South. In the vardariyah valley, for example, 
there is an army clinic that provides medical care for soldiers and civilians 
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alike and makes drugs available for civilians, also first aid for the wounded be- 
fore they are transported to hospitals. Likewise the hospital of Tibnin (the 
village of Nabih Barri, president of the Amal Movement, and where pictures of the 
two imams, al-Khomeyni and al-Sadr, are seen) is semiparalyzed as a result of the 
paralysis afflicting the state. Before the events it was considered the No 1 
hospital in the area and it provided for all the medical needs of soldiers and 
civilians alike.... But after the events the Ministry of Health took it over and 
further elaboration is not necessary. 


Recently a ministerial decree was issued ordering the return of the hospital to 
the army so that it could resume its previous normal activities, and in fact it 
has begun to produce its results. 


In addition to medical care, the army supplies the southerners with water from 
its tank trucks that travel to all the southern villages in which it is stationed. 
More important than all this is the fact that it acts as a "judge" in settling 
disputes that arise be tween the local population and the international emergency 
forces. Besides settiing disputes that arise between the locai inhabitants them- 
selves, they resort to army regulations to settle their own disputes. 


In every village that you visit in the South you hear only one wish "Would that 
the army return!" When you try to ask more questicis, the immediate answer is: 
"I don't want you to mention my name. I cannot tai: to you but I car only say 
that the army alone can save us and no one else." 


But where is the Lebanese army stationed in the South? 


It is stationed in an area from which Israel with~rew. It is in the central and 
western parts that are bounded on the north by the Litani River and on the west 
by an area called Jib sur. This area was not occupied by Israel. It is influ- 
enced by the Palestinian resistance and the nationalist movement, the "joint 
forces." It stretches along a line that passes through a few villages--Dayr 
Qanun al-nahr, Ra's al~'‘Ayn, ‘Ayn Ba‘'al, al-Bazuriyah--Tirdabah--al-'Abbasiyah-- 
Burj Rahhal. The zone is bounded on the South by the place where the Dutch bat- 
talion operates and on the east by the place where the Ghanian battalion operates. 


Finally, the eastern sector known as the Kawkabah sector was merged with the cen- 
tral sector to form a single sector called the Arzun-Kawkabah sector. 


The UN emergency foices are also known to be distributed in other parts of the 
south away from the Lebanese army because these zones of distribution are located 
either in the zones of influence of the joint forces or in the zones of influence 
of Major Sa'd Haddad within the border strip.... And in neither case can the 
Lebanese army come there, despite the fact that the number of Lebanese soldiers 
doubled in the South between April 1979 and today, not to mention the increase 

in number of supporting weapons that it had lacked. 


The military task of the army with the international emergency forces is confined 
to the common roadblocks, with surveillance and prevention of infiltration whether 
from the direction of Jib sur or the border strip. The vanguard of the army be- 
gins in the village of al-'Abbasiyah with the Senegalese hattalion and ends in the 
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illage of al-Qartarah with the Nigerian battalion. And opposite them is station- 


ed an army battalion with the Dutch battalion in the village of Haris and with 


c 
the Irish battalion in the village of Tibnin. 


, ry } . . ] - } T - 
tween the work oO the Lebanese a 


? 
with respect to both mission and mode of life. With respect to mission, the UN 


Anyone who visits the southern military positions can see the vast difference be- 
rmy and that of the international emergency forces 


emergency forces perform a political role more than a military one. They try to 


maintain the balance existing in the South and prevent the various sides from bde- 
coming embroiled and entangled with one another while protecting the special qual- 


ities ot each.... This is what is known in chemistry as a catalyst. As for the 


LeDanese army, however, 


it observes and works continuously to protect its posi- 
tions and not align itself 


with any party or faction knowing that the UN forces 


ire divided according to the policies cf the participating countries--some of them 
are loyal to the Palestinian resistance while others are loyal to Israel.... It 
does not try to prevent illegal militery machines from passine through or appre- 


hend any armed person from avoiding the roadblocks. Rather, it contents itself 
with recording the numbers on the vehicles that enter and leave the operational 
irea of every international battalion. 


Moreover, the Lebanese army arranged for all its elements in the South to live 
tent ir tin structures, whereas the emergency forces live in housing specially 
nstructed for their tasks.... Eventhe kitchen of the Lebanese soldier differs f1 
lat otf the UN army soldier. For example, you cannot at first see anything bex 
of the great amount of smoke and steam, although the cleanliness of the utensil 
ing food is irreproachable. A doctor regularly supervises the feeding of the 
ops in their military assignments, especially in the South.... The interna- 


lf out in preparing his food because everything comes to him ready to eat 
without effort and in a can! There are even differences in the methods of com 


inmication. Every international battalion is equipped with a powertul radio t 


in 


aust 


, . . . : ' : 
ional soldier, on the other hand, eats only in the new st » and he doesn't tire 


nable it to keep in touch with the state to which it belongs so that every bit- 


taiion leader can send daily reports to the Ministry of Defense in his country 


without effort or trouble, whereas the Lebanese soldier has difficulty ‘in keeping 
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ich with his companions in the rs ing village. 


. . 8 a ¢ hd ° ? * : 
ct, i .1er can be said to be leading a “bourgeois” life when c« 
t the tough life of the Lebanese soldier. Nevertheless, you can read in 


r Lebanon, unconcerned with all these trivialities. As one of the soldiers 
id to me while preparing food for his friends: “Because unless you work hard 


reserve your country you will not enjoy its blessings.... 


irmy prison camp in Arzun we asked a soldier about the way of life on the 
rs and he said: "As you see, the mud and filth are wearing us Out.... Ne 
thel , discipline is enforced for everyone.... Every morning we must shave, 
Lj our shoes, exercise, and perform without protest or slackness the milita 
issigned to every element.... Every Saturday morning the soidiers not on 
ignment gather together to raise the flag in time to the national anthem and 


irtial music. 
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w eyes of the native soldier all the valor of the fierce battles and sacrifices 
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The soldier on the borders goes home only once a week or every other week and 
then only after he has obtained permiss ‘on from his commanding officer allowing 
him to go home for 3 days and no longer, despite the fact that most of the Leba- 
nese army elements in the South come from villages in the North as well as from 
all other parts of Lebanon. You ask a soldier from the North about the secret of 
his existence and feelings in the South and he'll tell you: "A soldier does not 
ask to serve here or there. The important thing is that Lebanon survive and that 
the South return." 


There remains the final question: Will the South return? 


The question came to mind while I was standing with some Lebanese soldiers on a 
hill overlooking in one direction the Litani, which roars along in a deep valley, 
in ancther direction the village of al-Tayyibah where Sa'd Haddad's forces are 
stationed, in a third direction the fortress of al-Shaqif where the Palestinian 
resistance is located, and in a fourth direction the sky where Israeli airplanes 
keep making a din. 


You return t). Beirut wondering whether the South will return, and the answer come 
to you: Wait until next April to know the fate of the region as a whole becauss 
the South is the Arab gateway to Israel and vice versa. But what will happen fro 
now until April? Will the South remain master of the situation? 


A former head of state said: "We cannot turn back che hands of the clock, and 
every minute that passes without a unified Arab plan is like a nail driven into 
the cuttin of Arab solidarity." 


An important official followed these remarks on Arab solidarity, saying "Arab 
soiidarity is like an unreachable mirage. If the Arab situation remains the way 
it is now in Lebanon and the Lebanese situation remains the way it is in the 
eyes of tne Arabs, then Israel will change all the equations and play a game ol 
cat and mouse with the Arabs. If it withdraws fiom Sinai, it will retain the 
Golan Heights. And if strong pressure is applied, it will devastate the South 
once aga‘n in order to provoke a new crisis to make world public opinion forget 
the Golan crisis and put the Arabs in a permanent whirlpool...." 
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Text On Sunday, 21 February 1982, Lebanese Prime Minister Sunafiq al-Wazzan be- 


yan a limited Arab tour involving the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and the UAI 
Before going in to the reasons and circumstances that prompted Prime Minister al- 
izzan to make these visits, the first Arab tour he has made since taking office, 
t is necessary to take up an observation which over the past few days has been 
ie subject of interest and curiosity on the part of various political circles. 


ince the beginning of the Elias Sarkis era, Prime Minister al-Wazzan is the tTirst 


ajior Lebanese official to break the rule that has been in effect, that is, that 


banon's road to the Arab world has to pass through Damascus. The Syrian pital 
ilwa been the first stop, and at times the last stop on any Arab tour mad 
in’ ebanese tt ial, starting with President Elias Sarkis and on through the 
rmer prime minister, Salim al-Huss, and ending with Foreign Minister Fu'ad 
i t rule id been fut nd distinctive role played | Syri 
, whet rity r political, and it was this that made it necessar 
ilway e in the picture regarding any Lebanese thrust or movement o1 
Lé | to deal with the Lebanese crisis or some aspects ol it with the object 


maintaining the existing coordination on positions and points of view. 


rsons very close to Prime Minister al-Wazzan attribute his breaking this golden 

the fact that the prime minister, in their view, recognizes that he is a 

who is not acceptable to the Syrians and that from the beginning Damascus 

t viewed his positions with satisfaction because of the breakdown they have 
in some Lebanese balances, not to mention the fact that the overall behavior 
idministration in the era of the al-Wazzan government has generally not been 


ect of Arab satisfaction. 


ey tigures in the administration who do not agree with al-Wazzan in his Arab 
rs were surprised that his circles were spreading such justificativoais which 
imate] lo not serve the climate of friendship which currently prevails in of- 
icial relations between Damascus and Beirut. 
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In going back to the official consultations that preceded the decision for al- 
Wazzan to make this tour, it is clear that the prime minister felt that this tour 
of his would have goals with which Damascus had no connection since the primary 
goal would be to try to persuade Saudi Arabia and Kuwait that it was essential to 
reconsider their positions on the work of the Arab Follow-up Committee after infor- 
mation had been received from a number of sources that the meeting of the Arab 
Follow-up Committee scheduled in principle for early March could be cancelled or, 
at best, postponed and that this would be the first step for Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait to withdraw from membership on the committee or, at least, to freeze their 
role on it. The official information which the Lebanese officials had received 
was that Saudi Arabia anc Kuws't were placing responsibility on Syria and the 
Lebanese government for tix itering mission of the follow-up committee and the 
lack of any progress worth mentioning to date in untangling the complexities of 
the Lebanese crisis. 


This information gave no indication why Syria was apportioned a share of this re- 
sponsibility but, wit regard to the responsibility of the Lebanese state, the 
information said that Saudi Arabia and Kuwait had many points of criticism against 
it, mainly: 


l. \t no time had *' rovernment in Lebanon defined its final demands and at no 
time had stated what it did and did not want. 


2. The Lebanese government had not since the beginning dealt with the Arab par- 
ties on the Follow-up Committee on an equal footing but rather had always continued 
to devote primary attention to the Syrian role and position, viewing the other 
roles as secondary and complementary. 


3. When the Arab Deterrent Forces [ADF] entered !|.ebanon after the Riyadh and 
Cairo summit conferences in late 1976, these forces were composed of elements from 
a number of Arab armies. Although Syrian forces were in the majority, they also 
included troops from Saudi Arabia, Sudan, South Yemen and the UAE. A command coun- 
cil for the ADF on which all participating forces would be represented was sup- 
posed to have been formed but this council did not convene because the Lebaness 
government was content to make up for this by bilateral meetings and coordination 
between it and Damascus and this prompted the other participating countries to 

pull out one by one until the ADF was confined to Syrian troops. 


These clarifications prompted the Lebanese officials to study the situation from 
every angle. They wondered whether an attempt to justify the earlier pullout from 
the ADF at this particular time, 3 years having passed, was the forerunner of a 
justification for a future withdrawal from the Arab Follow-up Committee, and if 
this were to come about, what would be the result and into what climate would the 
Lebanese situation enter? 


[t was these official questions and apprehensions that caused the prime ministe1 
to make this Gulf tour in an attempt to find out the true Saudi-Kuwaiti points of 
view, to discuss them and to try to unearth the background and motives and then to 
clearly state to Saudi and Kuwaiti officials that Lebanon is adamant that this 
committee continue and is seeking help in getting it to become active and tu give 
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it new strength. If Prime Minister al-Wazzan finds that Saudi Arabia and Kuwait 
ire insistent on withdrawing from the Follow-up Committee, he will apprise them 

e official Lebanese position, namely, that they should not place the responsi- 
ility for their withdrawal on the Lebanese government because that would be an 
injustice to Lebanon and would bring new worries to add to its worries and prob- 
lems that it does not have strength to bear. 


rr? 
= 


here is still another objective of al-Wazzan's tour, that is, to get things moving 
with regard to the subject of Arab financial obligations toward Lebanon and to ad- 
vocate haste in implementing them because the Lebanese state treasury is experienc- 
ing a large deficit and is no longer able to meet all the demands on it. 


Accordingly, some people say that al-Wazzan thought it best to fly directly to 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and Abu Dhabi as this might help to alleviate Arab touchiness 
and probes about Lebanon's "special relationship” with Syria. 


ha’ teh) 


Lous 4404 /336 
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LIBYA 


AL-HUMAYDI O% NECESSITY CG CIVILIAN MOBILIZATION 
Tripoli AL-FAJR AL-JADID in Arabic 17 Jan 82 p 8 


[Article: “Maj al-Khuwaylidi al-Humaydi Says That the Lack of an Armed 


Popular Is the Reasacm for the Defeat of the Arab Natiqm”] 


iText] Yesterday m« ing Maj al-Khuwaylidi al-Humaydi, the commander in chara 
of mobilizatiagn of tly ities, met with the secretaries of the People's Cam 
mittees of the petroleum sector. The meeting was also attended by the ecre 
tary of petrole ; [fhe purpose ci the meeting wi, to study and ciscuss the sub 


ject of mabilization of the petroleum sector in a cordance with a well-planne 


Ss 
ae 
~ 


training program whicn would not affect the work ing done in the oi! 
and other oil installations. 


Ma} al-Humaydl exprsé ed his appreciation of the efforts which have been mad 

in this sector. He also urged all natiqmal elements to comtinue to put fort! 
effort and make sacrifices in order to deal with the challenges which are facing 
the Libyan Arab nation and it revolution. He asserted that the challeng: 

put forth by the imperialists have the objective of abstructing the course of 


’ 


t ne revolutiqn anc pu rsuinad a policy ( f starva+t coy ‘ f thy loyal Aral nati | 


In a speech which he gave during this meeting, he said: Our natiqn, with it 
conviction concerning, and it belief in, its revolution is capable of wel 
coming .nlis situation ana of breaking the siege which U.S. imperialist rele 
and their clients are striving to impose upon the Libyan people.” 


Ma} ai-Humayid asserted the necessity of Libyanizing the petroleum sector ar 
training qualified Libyan technical personnel. He said that this is the bi 
and guarantee for solving the problems which are being created by ! tile 
imperialist circle in the petroleum sector in a desperate effort t mpe] 
this nation to renounce it freedom, dignity, and achievement 


Maj} al-Humaydi also asserted the following: “The most important considerati 
is the dignity of our nation and its people. Our Arab nation ha 1 histor 
Civilization, and it is worthy of achieving victary rather than being defeat: 








He also said: “Those who see our nation as a helpless infant are the ones who 
are anxious to pramote the policy of capitulatiqm and neglect of the hmor 

and dignity [of our people]. The fact that the Arab world is split up has 
induced [cthers] to ignore the dignity of the Arab nation and desecrate its 
holy places.” The commander in charge of mobilization of the cities went on 
tc say that the reason for the Arab nation's defeat has been the lack of an 
armed populace. 


He said that the great 1 September revolutim is the target [of the aggressian 
of others] because of its rejection of submission [to them], treachery, capit- 
ulation, and apostasy, and because the revolution tock place for the sake of 
the Arab nation and its hmor. 


He concluded his speech by saying: “Let the motto of qur nation's masses be 
that of defending ourselves against all the wars which are being viciously 
waged against us om all the various frmts--political, econamic, and social. 
And let their motto always be: ‘Either we live life with honor, dignity, and 
freedom, or we will die for the sake of our hqmor, dignity, and freedom.'" 


9468 
O: 4504/199 
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Tripoli AL-JAMAHIRIYAH in Aral! Jan 


(Article: "A Life-and-Death Cons 
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with the drawings, specifications, and/a@ reports necessary for the completion 
of the projects. This has ceused Gelays and complications in the completion 

[of these projects], and these caomsultant firms have been doing this in order 
to gain time and thus achieve their greedy materialistic aims. 


A Dangerous Phenagnenm 

Under the heading “Important Remarks,” this government office made a remark 
which should be underlined a thausand times. Here is the remark which was made 
by the Central Office of Administrative Control: 


"Projects in Libya have came to cost more than they do in any other country.” 


The government office then quotes several examples in order to prove what it is 
Saying: 


‘l. The (Paul Service) Designing Cmsultant Firm. In some areas where this 
firm is operating, it has turned out that this firm did not take into consider- 
ation the locatiaqns of roads when designing roads and did not take into con- 
Sideration that they might be subject to being flooded. The firm cid not bear 
in mind the effect of flash-floods which often cause roads to collapse and 

cave in. Also, the firm did not take steps to correct the road level provided 
for in the project designing in sume areas where it turned aut that the level 
was generally too low. These mistakes led to the necessity to obtain orders 
to modify the project, and this cost enormous sums of mmey.” 


"2. The James (Kyubt) Cmsultant Firm. This fim did not inform the uni- 
versity of the deficiencies in [project] implementation which were the doing 
of the company implementing [the project]. In fact, the consultant firm took 
the side of this canpany in the implementation of the food technology project 
in the College of Agriculture!! The result was that there was a delay of 
more than 4 years in the putting into operation and utilization of this 


project.” 
The Howard Humphrey Consultant Firm. This consultant firm did not fully 
tudy the projects and diac not take into consideration the urban devel opment 
city of Benghazi. The firm also did not effect coordinatim and 


operation between the projects being implemented. This led to the necessity 
of carrying out a great deal of additional work, which cost billiaqms of 
[Libyan! dinars.” 


"4. The (Electrobel) Cmsultant Firm. This fim failed to meet its commit- 
nents to the People's Electricity Committee. The result of this failure to 
keep these commitments was the fire which broke out in the station south of 
Tripoli.” 


The (Cerebus White) and (Wolf Barry) and Associates Camsultant Firm. This 
firm did not offer sound and beneficial solutions a@ncerning the breakwater in 
the port of Tripoli. This resulted in the collapse of the breakwater and in a 
great Geal of damage, the cost of which is estimated as totalling dozens of 
millions [fof dinars].”" 
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poiisti tace which the multinational corporations have arrivec at, 
ir nearly total daminaticon of the markets of the world, require them ¢t 
w anc Creative fomms to serve as intermediary means Detween the Capitaiist 
anc the nations which are being daminated by them. This is true ever 
these intermediary means are of a scientific nature and externally 
oO Be iMpartial and sources of scientific expertise In fact there is 
al connectian between them. The huge sums of money which the newly- 
lent nations set aside for their development process was enough tc 
tempt these conpanies to create a means by which they cauld grab the 
part Of these allocations for development, especially in the oil- 
ng countries, These nations lack highly-specialized experts who are 

f planning and implementing arge projects, anc the western nation: 
ch people. The result has been that such highly-qualified people hav« 
2 rare canmodity, exploited [by the Western nations] to bleed the poor 

} 

r tie orld as [the Western nations] respamd othe neecs of these 

to us® international consultant firms!! 
ing veve] rme nt 

sistant firms became the mear by which these ojective were pursvuec, 

) 
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ve af appropriate facade Dy means Of W ign they wid carry out their 
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‘ in the guise of development experts, and in addition to milliaor f 
they are tealing thousand of ecrets. 
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MAURITANIA 


MINISTER OF RURAL DEVELOPMEN LINES AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, DEVELOPMENT 
Nouakchott CHAAB in French ¥, 10, ll Feb 82 
|Report by Minister of Rural Development Mohamed Ould Amar at seminar of develop- 


ment offic‘als} 


[Text] At the seminar for development officials, a number of members 


of the CMSN |Nilitary Committee for National Salvation] and the govern- 
ment answeré the questions of participants Among them was Mohamed 


Ould Amar, minister of rural development, t e first part of whose 
report we are publishing. 
My answers will essentially deal with the priority granted to the rural sector, 
self-sufficiency in food and the obstacles to the cevelopment of agriculture in 
our country. Moreover, these problems are interreiated,. 


A note written for and at the request of the CMNS ‘n September 19/79 made an un- 
flinching diagnosis of the situation in the rural se~tor. 


| shall quote certain passages from it which clearly illustrate the analysis 
of the situation by the National Directorate: 


The rural sector is marked today by a deterioration in the environment, imbalances 
in the ecosystem, dissatisfaction with rural activities of farmers, who can n 
longer make a living from agriculture, a tendency toward parasitism, a worsening 
of the diet as a result of the drop in production and population growth and the 
rural exodus, 


rhe rural sector therefore poses a serious problem. We must find a suitable 


solution as soon as possible. 


[The situation depends first of all on the definition and execution of a coherent, 
realistic rural development policy based on a precise diagnosis of the current 
situation. 


The simultaneous development of regional potential is therefore essentiai in order 
to rapidly solve the food shortage and respond to the overall objectives of rural] 
development, which are: food self-sufficiency, rehabilitation of the natural 
environment and the fight against the rural exodus. 
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Selt-sufficiency constitutes a basic question from the economic as well as political] 


Stancpoints. 


the country cannot meet its own food needs, it will forced to be dependent on 
other countries, with all the problems this implies. 


Concerning the land ownership system, we need a policy of «encouragement to produc- 
tion, particularly through the promulgation of a oroperty law that will definitively 
free the land ownership systen. 


It is urgent that we have a legal framework mrking it possible to provide ansvers 
to the many social and technical problems posed by the development of land and the 
use of water. Only on this condition can the great development programs for the 
years to come be carried out under satisfactory conditions. 


The rural world must be motivated by remunerative prices and other measures having 
to do with: making the rural collectives responsible for being viable centers of 

decision-making and management; the organization of farmers and livestock breeders; 
health; education, meaning the opening of schools in the villages, which will be of 
ubstantial help in keeping the parents on the land. 


The criteria for opening schools must be ~*5e fleryible for rural collectives. 


in this field, Mauritania must take vigorous measur-r in order to arrive at a 
satisfactory annual rate of development. 


The program of the OMVS, which is being carried cut with our financial participation 
and funding, will not be profitable without such measures. 


it is also on this condition that the country will be able to meet its food needs, 
thanks to stable, diversified production. 


A hich rate of completion of agricultural water projects also implies large invest- 


Rural activities are grestly handicapped by the low income of thore who make their 


rin then. 


the present time, one developed hectare costs about 500,000 UM [monetary units] 
ind one can therefore measure the financial effort needed to develop our irrigable 


potential. 


rder to be able to develop their activity, the farmer and livestock breeders 
eriodically need liquidity. That is why seasonal and equipment credits are needed. 


epayment of loans by farmers is linked to the marketing of their products. A 
irantee is therefore needed in order to ensure the monetarization of agriculture. 


Marketing naturally implies the collection, processing and m -keting of agricul- 
tural products. 
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five dams and 36 dikes. These dikes were built outside the program in order to 
help collectives. 


Ten dams will be built in Erakna and the Corgol for a total of $8,900.00 [sic]. The 
agreement was signed in 1981. 


Fifteen dams and three streams will receive financing of $4.5 million, which has 
already been obtained. The agreement has also been signed. 


The government is seeking to revive the integrated Tagant development project. 
Continuous contact is being maintained with our partner for this project. 


In order to carry out locai projects, the government has decided to give the regions 
rural engineering brigades, with two or three regions per brigade. They will be 
organized as follows: a) the two Hodhs; b) Assaba, Guidimakha and the Gorgol; 
c) Brakna, Trarza and Tagant; and d) Adrar and Inchiri. 


These brigades will be based in Aioun, Kiffa, Aleg and Atar. 


The Aioun, Kiffa and Aleg brigades are totaily self-financed and the first elements 
for the Atar brigade are being ordered, The cases of Tagant and Guidimarkha will 
be studied because of the isolation of these two regions, whose material indepen- 
dence will be sought. 


[10 Feb 82 p 3] 


[Text] At the seminar for deveiopment officials, a number of members 
of the CMSN and the government answered the questions of participants. 
Among them was mohamed Ould Amar, minister of rural development, the 
first part of whose report we are pubiishing. 


ince 1980, the CMSN has decided to allocate some 100 million a year out of the 
sovernment's budget to finance projects in regions in the interior. Excluded are 
the district of Nouakchott and Dakhlet Nouadhibou. 


. 


Funds allocated in 1980 and 1981 went to finance 42 dikes, three rural trails, the 
icvelopment of five streams, the construction of fire breaks, the dredging of 
backwatcrs, the purchase of 300 plows and increased staffing for the execution 
these projects. Financing was granted at the request of the regions and in 
keeping with their priorities. 


Criteria for the allocation of these funds to the regions are as follows: 1) the 

economic and social benefit of projects; 2) priority to the most deprived com- 
nities; 3) feasibility and cost of the operation proposed; and 4) absence 

of duplication of other financing. 


(Il can tell you that since these funds have come from my ministry, there have never 
been any dealings with tribal chiefs for their allocation, contrary to what has 
been claimed here.) 

} -— Development of livestock raising has never been neglected. Systematic 
vaccination campaigns have been waged throughout the national territory for the 
main contagious diseases and parasites. 
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The following vaccinations were done in 1981: 542,311 vaccinations for cowpox; 

267,507 vaccinations for contagious bovine pleuropneumonia; 87,826 for symptomatic 
anthrax; 67,752 for anthrax bacillus; 86,847 for botulism; and 412,188 interventions 
for parasites. 


Ten veterinary clinics were built in the interior of the country and livestock 
ranches were restored in all regions in 1981. 


Offices of the livestock dixectora*e and the central veterinary pharmacy are being 
built in Nouakchott. 


Other veterinary pharmacies are planned for livestock-raising regions. 
All livestock inspectorships have been provided with a vehicle, except for Oualata, 
Two important livestock projects are being worked out. 


They are the southeast project, which will cover the two Hodhs, Assaba and Guidi- 
makha, whose iinancing of 206 million ouguiya is practically assured from our frien 
friends in the European Economic Community and which will have three phases: the 
organization of livestock hreeders; fire breaks; and animal health. 


A similar project is being worked out with the IBRD [International Bank for Re- 
construction and Development] for the southwest. This project will cover the 
Gorgol, Brakna, Trarza and Tagant. It will have the same phases as the southeast 
project. 


In the field of agriculture, I would mention the following projects now being 
carried out: overall development of Guidimakha; project to improve dry farmirg 
crops in the Gouraye area; the promotion of harness crops in Assaba and Guidi- 
makha; project for the integrated development of barkeol; project to improve 
oases in Assaba, 


In the field of nature conservation: Four nurseries have been set up with a 
capacity of 1.5 million plants, There are two projects for the stabilization of 
dunes. Some 8,5 million UM have been devoted to fire breaks in 1981-1982 and 
another 6 million will be spent next season. Some 6,000 kilometers of fire breaks 
have been set up in three regions, for which we have the results. The results 

of the other regions are expected. 


Finally, three projects linked to livestock raising are being presented for financ- 
ing to our Arab brothers. These are the Nouakchott slaughterhouse, a livestock 
feed plant with a capacity of 48,000 tons, and a dairy. The last two projects 

will cost an estimated 400 million and 200 million ouguiya respectively. 


Incentives in 198] 
These include: 2,500 tons of supplies free to producers; 16.6 million UM in 
phytosanitary products; field and market garden machinery and implements; and 


seed, 


The last two items will receive 24 million in 1982. 
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The enumeration of these projects and the financing already mobilized, representing 
some 8 billion ouguiya in 2 year3, eloquently illustrate the expression in action 
of the priority granted to the rural sector by the CMSN, 


[ would add that the rural sector alone receives 42 percent of the entire program 
of the Fifth EDF [European Development Fund]. This program is between 16 and 19 
million Ecu (60 UM = 1 Ecu). 


This represents some 478 million UM allocated for dams, rice growing perimeters 
and the establishment of acacia plantation-. 


The percentage granted to the sector will be similar to that of the next UNDP 
program, 


Finally, according to the preliminary development plan, the rural sector will re- 
ceive from 25.5 to 36.2 percent (depending on whether or not one includes financing 
of the Guelb project) of an overall package on the order of /6.6 billion ouguiya. 


These are proposals and the figures are given as an illustration until they are 
conf irmed by the CMSN. 


Certain participants in the seminar have emphasized the fact that budget credits 
allocated to the Ministry of Rural Development fail to take the priority granted 
to the rural sector into account, 


We must point out that the government budget has not been balanced for several 


yeaTs. 


It is the concern of the national directorate to correct the imbalance by reducing 
public expenditures. 


That is the austerity policy followed by our country since 1979, 


Under such conditions, it is not surprising that the credits of the ministries 
practically do not increase, 


antiness of the government's own resources and the many priorities must not 
ost sight of. 


National defense is a top priority because of the dangers facing our country. As 
long as we are threatened and as long as there are conflicts on our borders, we 
nust remain armed and vigilant. 


‘ional education needs credits to educate our children, only 25 percent of whom 
ire lucky enough to be accepted for admission. 


Health also must face urgent, enormous expenditures in order to care for the 
health of our people. 


Industry is another priority. You have deplored the fact that we consume more than 


we produce, In order to correct this situation, our manufacturers must be encour- 
aged through tax and customs privileges. This means that the Treasury must give 
up receipts and the budget is reduced by that same amount. 
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[Text] Today we are publishing the last part of the report 
given by Mohamed Ould Amar, minister of rural development, 
before the seminar of development officials. In the first 

part of his report, the minister clearly explained the govern- 
ment's rural development policy. In the second part, published 
yesterday, he talked of the financing of projects in regions of 
the interior. 


Today, Mohamed Ould Amar speaks of the limitations and diffi- 
culties of his ministry, as well as of its achievements. 


The priority given to the rural sector has not been expressed solely through the 
allocation of resources to that sector. It has also been aimed at eliminating 
obstacles hindering development, obstacles of three kinds: institutional limi- 
tations, financial limitations and legal limitations. 


Institutional Limitations 


Organization of the rural world requires increased efforts with respect to the 
training of high-, intermediate- and low-level perscnnel. 


The capacity of the Kaedi school is going to be incr :ased from 100 to 300 students 
through expansion of the establishment from financing already obtained. Every 
year, 100 trained agents will be ready to go into the departments awaiting them 
instead of the 30 at present. 


Between 1980 and 1990, the school will train 680 intermediate-level technicians 
and from 545 to 675 lower-level employees. 


Regarding high-level personnel, the government is seeking to orient more and more 
high school graduates to the sector. 


The cooperative movement will be encouraged. The department of cooperation and 
agricultural extension follows the activities of 21 cooperatives and 551 precoopera- 
tive groups. 


It is true that many of these organizations have not engaged in satisfactory 
activity. Nor is this the fault of the government. It is the responsibility of 
cooperative members. A cooperative is an enterprise by definition and the govern- 
ment is not to intervene in principle, 


Nevertheless, my ministry plans to revise the cooperative system in the rural area 
in order to breathe new life into it, looking to the imminent startup of the activ-< 
ities of the National Development Fund, 


Agricultural Credit 
An Agricultural Loan Bank was set up within the framework of the National Develop- 


mnt Fund, whose capital is 400 million ouguiya, for the purpose of responding to 
the financing needs of the rural world, The Fund's organs are already in place. 
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Providing the rural world with newcomers to agriculture is a weak point in our 
policy for the sector, a weakness recognized by the national leadership. 


A solution to the problem is being actively sought by the government. The search 
is limited to a certain contradiction between, on the one hand, the concern of the 
CMSN to solve this very real problem, and on the other, its desire not to increase 
the number of state companies. 


Farm Prices 
For the past 2 years, seasonal farm prices have been set by the government. For 
1981-1982, they are: 12.5 UM per kilogram for paddy and 24 UM per kilogram for 


milled rice. Millet and corn prices have been set, 


It should be noted that the OMC [Mauritanian Grain Office] and SONIMEX [expansion 


unknown] have been entrusted by the government with the responsibility of collecting 


and paying farmers for agricultural surpluses at official prices. 
Financial Limitations 
I have spoken of the financing of projects, which is satisfactory. 


We still have to solve the problem of financing recurrent charges for projects. 
[his is a sources of real difficulties known to all Third Worid countries. 


[t is being presented to our partners in the Club of the Friends of the Sahel, 
within the framework of the CILSS, in which our countries are trying to have 
financial backers accept the principle of including these charges in the cost of 
the projects, at least during the early years after work is completed. 


Legal Limitations 


For two years, our national leaders have sought to spell out the legal bases for 
their intervention in the rural sector. 


A proposed forestry code is being looked at by the government. It is aimed at 
ing the appropriation, classification and use of our forests. It is also 
med at intensifying the elimination and penalizing of violations and infringe- 
ents in this area. 


[ would remind you that the forestry code in force thus far was based on a French 
lecree from 1935, 


lhe government is seeking to reduce lumbering in our forests by substituting gas 
or charcoal, The price of gas will then be revised, as will that of furnaces. 


« hunting code is being revised in order to crack down on violations. The pro- 
posal will be presented to the government very soon. 


ame is disappearing in our country because of intense poaching. This is a rich 
patrimony that we must protect, My ministry is seeking financing from the FAO for 
the study of a grazing and water code, 





For several years, we have witnessed tensions or conflicts between collectives 
established near watering holes, on the one hand, and the nomadic livestock 
raisers, on the other. 


We wish to find a fair settlement to this problem that exists between these two 
categories of citizens. 


The result of the construction of water reservoirs on wadis has been to create 
increasingly frequent conflicts between citizens. Here also, national leaders 
are trying to find just solutions to such conflicts. 


Finally, land reform is being demanded by citizens. It is fought by others. 

The need to modernize agriculture by resorting to irrigation and the development 
of land, along with the existence of a large, landless farm labor force, make 

a review of the land problem in our country indispensable. 


The system of appropriating and working the land is very complex. 


National leaders have set up a committee made up of ulemas, engineers, sociologists, 
and so on, to study it. This committee has filed a report which, after analyzing 
the different a*pects of the question, makes recommendations to the CMSN. 


A study of the report is underway. The decision of “he CMSN on the matter will be 
expressed in a law. This law will be based on the teachings of our religion. 
Consequently, it must be fair for everyone, 


Food self-sufficiency has been taken up by participants in the seminar, It is 
naturally an important problem that is one of the objectives and the foundation of 
priority given to the rural sector. But I have had the feeling that the speaker: 
have underestimated its complexity. 


Some basic data should be mentioned here: 1) 1952 population: 1.6 million; 
2) population growth: 2.4 percent; 3) changes in makeup of our population in 
10 years (from 1968 to 1979): 


1968 1979 
Nomads 72% 36.5, 
Sedentary population, rural 152 38.5 
Urban 132 25 
Total 1007 100° 
There have been major upheavals in our way of life which will have effects on it 
needs in all fields: 4) consumption: 135 kilograms of grain a year, 565 kilograr 
of meat; 167 liters of milk; 5) grain production: 1979-1980, 21,000 tons; 


1980-1981, 45,000 tons; 1981-1982, 77,900 tons; 6) current and future grain 
needs: 1982, 216,000 tons; 1985, 292,000 tons; 1990, 354,000 tons; 2000, 410,000 
tons. 
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to be developed to cover our future needs (based on the following): 


ice 
rop intensity coefficien 1.6 
ield 3.5 tons per hectare 
aiddy milling yield 60 percent 
40,000 hectares in 1985 
48,000 hectares in 1990 
61,000 hectares in 2000 
Millet, Sorghum 
Yield $ tons per hectare 
Same crop intensity 
‘ rare a> 
Tes ’ a“ 
: ectares 10 
2.5 tons per hectaré 
. ectare in i¥s 
ectaré Lf I9 
t is i MU 
. 
ve therefore have an accumulative developed area of 94,000 hectares 
, or 5,000 hectares a year, 
ite f 500,000 UM per hectare, we shall have to mobilize 2.5 billio 


irrigation alone. 


ite f development also requires onsiderable organizational and 


t irrently within. our reach. 


irs t me, we hall thers re need food aid from other countrie 
essary < | that we shall have to accept on a temporary basis, 
for our financial and human capabilities to enable us to do without 


mn About SOMECOB 
sol leading the government to grant the livestock export monopoly 
lexpansion unknown] are: 1) the need to rebuild our herds. 


1969 and 1981, our livestock herds declined as follows: 


969 1981 


— = —— 


1,920,000 1,200,000 
its 7,000,000 5,000, 000 
700 ,000 750,000 


t he eed to meet the needs of our domestic market. 
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Our consumption represents 60,800 tons a year on the basis of 38 kilograms per year 
per person. 


However, we have only 49,400 tons of meat available, assuming rational slaughter 
based on the essential need to rebuild our herds. 


The fruitful debate we have heard thronghout these seminars have reassured us in 
our conviction that the Mauritanian peeple want to rebuild Mauritania. 


Your criticisms -- sometimes sharp and barbed -- and your positive suggestions seem 
to proceed from the same motivation: the desire to contribute and participate. 


Consequently, the mass education structures are particularly to the point. A frame- 
work for mobilization and action, they should be for us, as the poet said, "the 

high place of giving and receiving,” a place of communication, understanding and 
tolerance, Just as the palaver tree balanced the village, we must seek the equili- 
brium of our society through these structures, 


No government, even the most ingenious, can, except at the risk of going astray or 
becoming incoherent, manage the fantasies or hallucinations of its citizens. We 
must therefore try to make the mass education structwvures an arena in which our 
individual and collective choices confront one ancther, while leaving the regula- 
tion and mediation of vital matters to the highest 1 -vel, 


In this way, we shall move toward a society in which the decision of the highest 
government will effectively express the essence of our collective aspirations. 


We shall then promote the emergence of a system of cepresentation which creates 
a strongly felt bond between the collective effort and individual behavior. 


Through the organizational form of the mass education structures, we have tried 
to rationalize relations and institute realistic channels, inasmuch as we believe 
that Islam must be the sap that waters and injects life into our socioadministra- 
tive structures. 


Our Islam, the dominant parameter in our human and social equation, must remain 
a reference point and source of inspiration, We must ensure its purity, fight 
inconsistent exegetists and extirpate negative input. 


In this connection, I would assure you that the mass education structures are not 
a piece of fabric that one can cut to measure, They have an orientation and pro- 
gram of which I have already given the main lines. The conclusions of your work 

will assuredly constitute legitimate amendments. 


Establishment of the mass education structures, which will begin in the days to 
come, will permit the rapid setting up of suitable organs to ensure the amendment 
of the program by our people. 


To you officials from the development sector, and through you, those of the entire 
territory and the social sector, the time for sterile debate and evasiveness is 


long past. 
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The situation demands that we go beyond what is specifically ours and also, what is 
given to us by our environment. We must get out of our lethargy, break with the 
¢,irit of opportunism and futile and petty plans. 


Honest, patriotic, independent and aware officials, you who are the spiritual heirs 
of the movement of 10 July, you are the authors of change! You are the agents of 
deve lopment! 


Dare to react! Dare to express your opinion and participate! Break our of your 
chains and dare to say no to the intellectual terrorism that assails you from all 


sides! 
Stretch out your hands to defend and build your country, Mauritania. 


The mass education structures are yours! They will be for you the framework of 
emancipation within which you can fight the enemies of our people! 


I hereby declare the seminars on the mass education structures, organized for 
officials and employees of the Central Administration, officially closed. 


11,464 
CSO: 4519/140 
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IRANIAN BANK MERGES WITH LONDON BASED SIB 
London ARABIA in English No 6, Feb 82 p 8 
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EASTER® PROVINCE PROJECTS STREAMLINED 


Jiddah ARAB NEWS in English 18 Feb 82 p 2 


[Text ] 


DAMMAM, Feb. 17 (SPA) — The East- 
ern Province branch of the Ministry of Public 
Works is supervising projects under 
implementation totaling SR77.46 million 

The »rojects provide for temporary 
asphalting in Dammam, Qatif, Safwa, 
Alkhobar and Neairiah; fencing of 
graveyards in Abgeg, Neainah, Anak and 
other villages; construction of seven 
lavatories in Alkhobar and the construction 
of buildings to house government depart- 
ments in Rahima, Khafji and Hafr-Al-Baten 
Recently, the branch handed over projects 
totaling SR4.45 million. These include a new 
building for the Social Education College in 
Ahsa; a telephone exchange for Dammam’'s 
Passport Department and the renovation of 
the Quality Control Laboratory in Dammam 
and the headquarters of the Red Crescent in 
Qatif 

In another development, Jafr rural com- 


plex has recently commissioned temporary 
surfacing projects for its villages totaling 
$R6.8 million. Other projects commissioned 
by the complex include the fencing of 
ravcyards in Taraf, Fodoul, Sabat and Jafr 
lor a total value of SR2,496,456 

A spokesman for the complex said that it ts 
implementing other projects which call for 
the construction of four shades for wholesal- 
ers markets in Jafr, Taraf and Qara, amount- 
ing to SR1,529,340. It is also building four 
new markets for Fodoul, Markaz, Taraf and 
Jasha villages at an estimated cost of 
SRi 409,182 

Between March 13 and 14, the complex 
will be opening bids for the construction of a 
rural complex in Jafr and the fencing of a 
number of graveyards in Ahsa villages 

Meanwhile, Abhsa’s Technical Coordina- 
thon and Follow-Up Committee met Wed- 
nesday under Abdul Rahman Al-Naim, head 


4400/180 


of the municipality's technical division and 
chairmar, of the committee. The mecting was 
attended by representatives of Ahsa's 
mumicipalities the wngation and drainage 
project, the Water and Sewage Department, 
and other government departments 

The meeting discussed, among other 
things, the granting of construction licenses 
by the various government departments and 
means to ensure coordination among such 
projects. It also took up the facilitation of 
procedures in granting standard permits for 
all types of activities for the sake of harmony 
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AGRICULTURE MINISTEK APPROVES 


SAUDI ARABIA 


$ PROJECTS 


Jiddah ARAB NEWS in English 28 Feb 82 p 2 


[Text ] 


RIYADIi, Feb. 2° (SPA) — Agriculture 
and Water Minister Dr Atx‘ul Rahman 
Al-Sheikh has awarded sce nses for the estab- 
lishment of three agrcultura! and animal 
husbandry projects at an estemated cost of 
SR1S millon 

The first project relates to the production 
of wheet with an ar >To tecuve capacity 
of 350 tons. It will be sct up im a 15-hectare 
area in Oasim at a cost of over SR5.88 mil- 
hon 

A sheep-breeding project will be set up in 
Washem at a cost of over SR4 million with es 
productive capacity pf 3.534 head of sheep 
The third project is connected with rabbit 
breeding in Unaizah, with a productive cape- 
city of 103,880 rabbits costing more than 
SRS millon 


All the three projects are to be implemen- 
ted by the private sector with financing from 
the Agncultural Bank 

Meanwhile, Dr. Al-Sheikh, who is also 
chairman of the board of directors of the 
National Agricultural Development Comp- 
any. Saturday signed a contract with a local 
firm for the drilling of 10 artesian wells im 
Haradh for the irngation of 800 hectares, in 
which wheat and fodder will be 5: »duced by 
the beginning of the next season: @ 59 overall 
cost SR7.43 million. With this addition, the 
total cultivated area in the Haradh project 
will become 5.200 hectares, good for the cult- 
vation of wheat and fodder 

The Haradh project also includes a large 
dairy farm which NADCO has expanded by 
recently importing 170 high-yield cows from 
the United States. More imports of the same 
varicty will arrive in due course of time 
Additionally, the company has planted wheat 
in an area of 500 hectares in Wa 4 Dawasser, 
and plans to increase the are to nearly 2,000 
hectares by the beginning of the new crop 
<asomn 


in Hail, the company has drilled two water 
wells on an experimental basis. As the results 
were quite encouraging, more wells are plan- 
ned to give a boost to the next agricultural 
season. Besides, the company will set up a 
poultry project in Hail with an annual produ- 
ctive capacity of cight million chickens. The 
project will be put under implementation as 
soon as specificatior « and plans are comple- 
ted 

In another develo, ment, the Eastern Pro- 
vince Water and Sewage Department has all- 
ocated a site at zone 71] in Dammam for pub- 
lic service installations, in cooperation with 
the city’s municipality 

The site has ber» handed over to the depa- 
rtment for digging an artesian well with a 
capacity of 60,00. gallons of water per hour 
Highly effective. hlonne-based water purifi- 
cation equipment will be installed at the site, 
im addition to a power generation room now 
under installation 

The department has completed studies and 
designs for a $0-meter water tower A contr 
act for the 3.000-cubic meter water tower will 
be awarded shori!v. Studies and designs for 
the zone’s water network and house connec 
tion have been completed and work will 
begin soon 


Abdullah Al-Babtain, the department s 
director general, said Saturday that « study 
for sewage and drainage networks for zonc 
71 has been completed. Funds will be allo 
cated during the next fiscal year. he added 


Two sites have been allocated for publi 
works at zone 91, Babtain said. An artesian 
well will be dug at one site with a capacity of 
1.44 million gallons of water daily Studies 
and designes for comprehensive water, sew 
age and drainage networks have been comp! 


eted and will be commissioned soon. he 
added 





The total length of water nctworks at 
Dammam's zone 71 and 91 reached 156 kil- 
ometers. Babtain said that 1,300 taps and 
140 hydrants for the civil defense and 9,400 
house connections have been installed. He 
4 added that the department has also dug ar 
| artesian well with a productive capacity of 
1 000 gallons per minute at zone $5. Studies 
hawe heen prepared for a comprehensive 
water network at the zone. Preliminary stud- 
xcs for sewage and drainage nctworks for 
zone 55 have been completed with the assist- 
ance of a consulting firm. Final studies will be 
carned out soon. he said 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


AGRICULTURAL COOPERATION PLANS WITH VIENNA DRAWN UP 


Jiddah ARAS NEWS in English 18 Feb 82 p 3 


[Article by Habib Rah<man) 


[Text } 


CSO: 


JEDDAH, Feb. 17 — Austria’ s Minister of 
Agriculture and Forestry Guenter Haiden's 
recent visit to Saudi Arabia has set the ball 
rolling mm the direction of a long-term cooper- 
ation in a number of agricultural fields, said 
Austrian Ambassador Dr. Franz Josef 
Schmid 

He said a group of farm experts are expec- 
ted to arrive sometime next month, to ident- 
ify the areas where cooperation could be pos- 
sible, and added that an agreement on 
horse- breeding 1s under consideration beca- 
use Austria is well-known in this field, espe- 
cially in the breeding of Arabian horses. In 


this regard, he particularly mentioned a rid- 
ing school in Vienna where horse breeding 
takes place. Saudi Arebia is running « 
horse-breeding center near Riyadh. The 
other possible areas of cooperation are cattle 
raising projects, green houses, poultry farms 
and seeds 

The Austrian minister also visited a num- 
Ber of agricultural projects in Hofuf and cat- 
the farms around Riyadh, besides soil resea- 
rch laboratory and veterinary institutions 

Haiden visited the Kingdom at the imvita- 
tion of Dr. Abdul Rahman Al-Sheikh, minis- 
ter of agriculture and water, who visited Aus- 
tria last May to inspect the progress rade in 
agricultural fields 


Saudi Arabia has taken a number of steps 
to umprove agricultural oviput. It has estabir- 
shed an ag icultural bank with branches all 
over the Kingdom, to give loans and to 
finance agricultural projects. A number of 
Saud: Aratnan studenis have been sent to the 
United States for further studies in agricult- 
wre. Farmers are being encouraged to use 
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modern methods of cultivation and high- 
yield seeds are supplied at reasonable prices 


Green houses also have sprung up all over the 
Kingdom for producing larger quantities of 
vegetables 


Schmid said Austria's import of oil from 
the Kingdom went up by 112 percent last 
year. It unported oil worth 5.9 billion Austr- 
ian shilling during 1980, while its imports in 
1981 shot up to 12.4 billion shilling, register- 
ing @ || 2-percent rise. But the exports to the 
Kingdom have also imcreased correspond- 
ingly. In 1980, « exported | .3 billion worth of 
goods while its exports in 1981 showed 2.6 
billion shillings, an increase of 100 percent 
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TUNISIA-FRANCE COOPERATION NOTED 


TUNISIA 


Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English No 9, 1 Mar 82 p 6 


[Text ] 


France hasagreed to the creation of a jomt Tunisian-Qat- 
ar+French imvestment bank as part of a drive to boost 
French investment in the Tunisian economy, it was ann- 
ounced in Tunis last week at the end of a visit there by 
French Premier Pierre Maur’, Othcr French ventures 
according to a report from the Tunisian capital, include 
an assembly plant for Peugeot cars and construction of 
a 300 Megawatt thermalelectric generating plant at 
Rades, on the outskirts of Tunis, by France's Alsthom 
company. France will also help finance development in 
southern Tunisia but the report did not specify which 
projects were involved. 

The power station is scheduled to cost FF 900 mill- 
ion ($150 million) and 40 per cent of this will be covered 
by French government loans. The remainder of the cost 
will be met by private loans guaranteed by France. 

The joint investment bank venture is a holdover 
from a previous visit to Tunisia by former Premier Ray- 
mond Barre in October 1980 (An-Nahar Arab Report 
& MEMO, November 3, 1980). With a capital of $100 
million, the bank will be a slimmed-down version of the 
project promoted by Mr Barre, which envisaged a capital 
of $250 million. France will hold 30 per cent of the shares, 
Tunisia 40 per cent and Qatar the remaining 30 per cent 
The bank is to be set up at a meeting in Qatar in March, 
the report said. It is seen by the French as a keystone of 
what Mr Mauroy described as “exemplary and privileged 
cooperation” which will concentrate on projects for Tun- 
isia’s 1982-87 development plans. 

France is also secking to promote its culture and a 
joint committee is to meet in Paris in mid-March to discuss 
the establishment of a French-language television service 


CSO: 4500/126 


in Tunisia. France has likewise a.seed to »pen a cultural 
centre in Tunis due to bec: mpleted by 1% 5. The centre 
is to be in a building at the entrance of the cap. ‘als medina 
(old city) known historically as the Funauk al-Fransaw: 
(French Hotel), which was ihe first building put up by 
the French in 1 unis in the 17th Century. 
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TUNISIA 


GENERAL AMNESTY PETITION 


[Editorial Report] Tunis AL-RA'Y in Arabic 19 March 1982 carries on pages 1-2 
an appeal to the readers to sign a petition calling for a general amnesty for 
political prisoners and refugees. The petition includes the following: ‘We 
the signatories request from the President, the House of Representatives and 
the government the issuing of a general amnesty to free political prisoners, 
to permit the return of political refugees living abroad, and to allow every 
citizen who might have lost his political and civil rights, for political 
reasons, to recover them. Furthermore, we call upon all free individuals in 
this country, from their respective area of residence, to use their moral 
influence to achieve this popular and legal request. Finally, we are convinced 
that our call for a general amnesty constitutes the crucial step that will 
provide the necessary psychological factors to achieve national unity and a 
sound democratic life." This petition is a part of an overall campaign con- 
ducted by AL-RA'Y to win a general amnesty for political prisoners and refugees. 


CSO: 4504/252 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


SHODDY PRACTICES IN SEA SHIPPING BUSINESS CITED 
Dubayy AL-BAYAN in Arabic 22 Feb 82 p 5 


[Article by kamal Jaburah: “Official Quarters Should Get Involved to Define 
Operation of Services Offices and the Obligations of Their Owners Regarding 
Schedules" } 


[Text] In a few months the vacation season will start as will the problems 
of airplane reserv-tions and shipment. Since the prices for air shipment to 
the Arab countries have doubled in recent years, many people have begun to 
turn to sea shipment as a better way at the right price. Therefore, in recent 
years, sea shipment has experienced an increase i.. activity because of the 
opening of a number of specialized offices which operate as middlemen in 
reaching agreement with the shipowners and shippers to perform their job and 
make the appropriate profit. 


Very unfortunately, the successful experiment of some shipping offices has 
encouraged many people to open this sort of office to make a profit but be- 
cause they lack sufficient knowhow, they have caused passengers’ goods to be 
damaged, lost or excessively delayed. The problem doesn't just end here but 
goes on to involve the opening of offices without obtaining licenses and ad- 
vertising for shipment without having reached any agreement with the ship- 
owning companies that have fixed trips on maritime lines and the line holds 
back and waits to get large quantities of goods and vehicles so a small ship 
can be reserved to transport them to a given area. 


Tales...And Cases 


There are a lot of stories told by those who have gotten involved in the sea 
shipping experience. Most of them were attracted by the ads for ships pub- 
lished in the daily papers, the ad defining precisely the date the ship would 
leave. Based on this, they would hasten off to deliver their baggage and 
automobiles to the sea shipping companies and would arrange their vacations 
to suit the dates scheduled for the ships to arrive in given ports. So, 
they would then leave, days would pass and no ship. When they would return 
after their vacation was over, they would be surprised to find that their 
things were still there waiting for the ship to leave. 


in brief, the story involves a certain amount of deception because the agency 
owners do not ship small quantities, rather they wait until they get the 
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appropriate quantities which will make a profit and until they get ship at a 
reasonable charge not to exceed half the amount they charge for the shipping. 
As a result, the shipper suffers from these conditions imposed on him; his 
things have left his control and, at the same time, he has paid the shipping 
cost but nonetheless has no choice but to wait or take back his things, if 
he can. 


To put it more succinctly, the issue involves the lack of any controls on 
engaging in the pubilc services field. Anyone who opens an office anywhere 
can get a public services license. Public services involve several types 

of professions which rely on public relations and information but, at the 
same time, require no capital because their capital is their engaging appear- 
ance. 


We certainly do not want to say that the prcblem involves everyone because 
there are in fact some reputable companies that respect themselves and re- 
spect those who deal with them. However, even these companies have been 
tarred with the throng of problems and distrust which has arisen because of 
constant misdealings. To restore free operations to this sector, the 
municipalities and chambers of commerce must define professional controls 
before giving authorization to engage in business. At least they must confirm 
that anyone wishing to engage in sea transportation has gotten a commission 
for that from the ship owners or agents of international shipping lines. 


Nevertheless, the business practices still lack any professional controls. 

[The office owner still advertises his trips and, at the same time, is trving 
to reach agreement with the shipowners on the lines he wants. In this manner, 
the problems with sea transport continue and in so continuing, travelers will 
begin to revert to air transport, the fastest and most secure means, despite 
the high costs. 


Before painting a completely black picture, we have to open up a dialogue with 
the quarters concerned so that we may ascertain the facts that might not be 
available to some and, at the same time, learn exactly which direction to go 
if we need to use the sea shipping ~ystem. 


At the Safiyah Shipping and Clearance Company, we talked with Ahmad Adlabi, 
the director of the company, who said: The fact is that people no longer 
have any confidence in sea shipping because they have had bad experiences 
with ficticious companies which have caused numerous problems. Unfortunately, 
public services offices have expanded their scope, beginning with general 
maintenance, bringing nursemaids, customs clearance, transport, dealing in 
stocks, and so on and so forth through the list of professional occuoations 
that function in a middleman role. This expansion in business has resulted 





in serious shortfalls in operations. The reason for this is the lack of 
specialization. He cited a number of examples, one of which we will give 
here: "When one ficticious company advertised its upcoming trips, it got 


large quantities of goods and vehicles; it, however, was unable to ship 
them because of a major financial deficit in the company. Although it had 
gotten the fee for the ship, it was unable to fulfill its contracts for 
shipment to Suez and Port Sudan. In the end, we took over the shipment and 
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the shippers had to pay the shipping costs again because the company itself 
had closed its doors and its owners had fled." 


He discussed the work of sea shipping agencies, saying: "This type of work 
is extremely sensitive because most shippers are tying in their shipment with 
scheduled vacations and are arranging their affairs on the basis that they 
will get their vacation at the time at which the ship will arrive at a given 
port. Consequently, they assume they will get their things at a scheduled 
time or close to it. So that we do not have problems with the agents, we have 
set up our operations on the following system: 


"First: We advertise the ship in the papers as soon as agreement is reached 
with its owners or its agents. The agreement defines the approximate date 
the ship will arrive, its route, its tonnage and the time for which the 

ship will renain in Dubayy. On the basis of this, we make up the advertise- 
ment. Usually the dates are valid and if there is some delay, it will not be 
for more than a few days which will not affect the shipper. What happens in 
the agencies that lack experience is that they publish the advertisement be- 
fore having reached agreement with the ship and ultimately are surprised to 
find that there is no ship or that the departing ships already have agree- 
ments and so the waitin, period gets extended." 


We asked about the policy on setting prices for s.ipment and he said: "As 
for us, we have made a study of sea shipment and, based on it, have been 
able to establish appropriate prices. Our prices are 30-40 percent below 
market prices. In fact, we make small profits but they are sizeable if we 
measure them against volume because our low prof it margin brings us a 
large volume of work. We used to ship a sedan tc Suez or Port Sudan for 
2,800 dirhams and now charge only 2,290 dirhams A minibus has gone down 
from 4,000 to 3,090 and a pickup from 4,600 to 3,600 dirhams while we have 
dropped the price per cubic meter from $65 to $59." 


He went on to say: "It is the volume of work that determines the shipping 
price. Whenever volume increases, shipping costs go down and the volume 
cannot increase unless the companies are able to win the confidence of the 
shippers." 


He indicated that the signs of lack of confidence had prompted them not 
to take advance payment from the shippers so as to reassure them that the 
company was in earnest. We do not receive the payment for the shipment 
until after the invoices are issued, confirming to the shipper thai his 
shipment has actually been completed. 


We asked about insurance for sea shipping, particularly since there have been 
incidents in which some ships have sunk and the shippers lost their right to 
compensation because there was no insurance. He said: "We now carry full 
insurance on all goods for breakage, loss, damage and fire. No goods are 
shipped unless we have made a valuation of them with their owner so that we 
can avoid problems in the event of damage." 
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We asked him: How can the problem of ficticious companies be avoided? He 


stated: “The municipalities must tighten up arrangements for getting 
commerciai iicenses. ine shipper must also be cautious in his deaiings 


with the shipping companies. It often happens that the shipper will reach 
agreement with a given firm and ultimately is surprised to find that his 
invoice has been issued from another quarter; this means that there has been 


a doubling up in the middleman role.’ 


At the al-Qadi Shipping and Clearance Firm, ‘Abdullah Sa‘id al-Qadi talked 
with us, saying: "Problems have arisen because of the large number of offices 
and the lack of any controls in granting commercial licenses. This huge 
number of offices has caused many problems in shipping and in clearance. 
Everyone talks about business and in the process of getting business, ser- 
vices deteriorate.” 


What is the solution? 


The solution then is that the municipalities and chambers of commerce must 
set a given number of licenses for each sector; otherwise, the market will 
be crowded with companies and firms that can't find work. The danger is 
that some companies that can't get business through legal channels do not 
close their doors but continue to look for business through legai or illegal 
means. 


We asked al-Qadi about the nature of their busitess and he said: “In the 
field of sea shipping, we deal in seasonal shipping which involves moving 
baggage and vehicles of persons residing in the country to Suez and Port 
Sudan. We regularly deal in commercial shipping to Somalia, Yemen, Suez 

and anywhere else. This activity is handled through our connections with 
navigation agents and monitoring ship traffic. When a contract is concluded 
with a maritime line, we advertise a trip so that people can ready their goods 
and then the shipment is made at the advertised prices.” 


He referred to the phenomenon of the brokers who have begun to fill the mar- 
ket, saying: “The brokers have higher profits than we do because they have 


no offices or business expenses. They get a comission without any expenses. 
The brokers carry on their business through their contacts in 
the field in which they are operating. The danger in this type of business 


is that the broker operates out of his home and has no specific office at 
which to contact him. Consequently, if any problem arises, it is difficult 
for the person dealing with him to get in touch with him or to obtain his 


rights." 


At another maritime transport firm, we talked with Miss Safiyah Muhammad 
» said: "I am in charge of issuing shipping invoices. Through my work, 


wii 


| have become acquainted with many persons. The fact is that they turned to 
sea shipment after the rise in prices of air shipment. Despite the problems 
which some have encountered with certain agents, sea shipment is now the only 
choice for many people of limited ocome who, if they use air shipment, pay 
more in shipping cos.is than the v » of the goods they wish to ship.” 


She said: “I do not believe that the risks that some people run into with 
the ficticious companies will affect the sea transport sector because the 
customer ultimately has to accept the fait accomplie, that is, to cope 
with the risks.” 


The fact is that what Miss Safiyah said represents the real situation of 
sea transport and the shipper has no solution but to take a chance and let 
what happens happen. 


This is not really a proper solution. As long as people realize that they 
are taking a gamble they will not feel reassured and reassurance will not 
come unless the municipalities and chambers of commerce set down certain 
controls and prerequisites which those persons who wish to get authorization 
must meet. These prerequisites will ensure certain positive things, that is 
first, they will put a stop to the haphazard opening of services offices 
and, secondly, they will ensure a new service to persons deaiing with those 
offices. 


, 


We turned our dialogue to the al-Sharigqah Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
and asked ‘Abd-al-'‘Aziz al-Hajiri, d‘rector of the chamber, his opinion 
about the lack of ‘trols on a type of business activity. He said: "Not 


just one-quarter issues a commercial license; it passes three departments con- 
cerned, the municipality, the economic departmen and the chamber of 

commerce. Their role is advisory as defined by l.w. Nevertheless, they do not 
stand idly by because we function as an alert mechanism against dangers 
through the statistics on the volume of commercial activity which are supplied 
to local and governmental departments.” 


He added: “If commercial licenses for a given sector increase beyond their 
limit, it is the municipality that halts issuing licenses and, in fact, 
issuance of commercial licenses has been halted in some sectors, such as 
licenses for supermarkets, contractors and maintenance, but they have re- 
sumed." He said that, in his opinion, the solution lay in planning cities 
into areas and sectors, defining for each area the type of commercial activity 
that should be carried on there. Not only this but there should be definition 
of its size so that it does not outstrip needs. This would be better than 
the haphazard granting of licenses; it is not logical for there to be more 
than one pharmacy on one street. Services should be allocated to cover all 
areas, not too many in one area and too few in another. 


We asked about licenses for public services, noting that the public service 
companies are proliferating in specialties. He said: "Public services 
licenses have been stopped fo. good. We are now requesting a precise 
definition of the type and specialty of the activity. There is no_ longer 
any place for open Licenses. With regard to the problems of sea transport, 
the number of unspecialized companies having increased, he said that this 
comes under the jurisdiction of the Ports Department because, before giving 
iuthorization, we request approval of the Ports Department, and presumedly, 
the department investigates such dealings, asking to see certificates that 
they are acting as agents for maritime transport ship so as to be certain 
that the person who will engage in the profession has the necessary 


126 





experience and skill for this business. It is also necessary that the port 
authorities make 2 periodic examination of these offices to confirm that 
they are engaging in business in a legal manner. The same slippage occurred 
in airline agencies but the situation has now completely stabilized because 
of effective supervision.” 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


ABU DHABI CHAMBER OF COMMERCE RECOMMENDS TRADE LAW CHANGES 
Dubai AL=-BAYAN in Arabic 18 Jan 8&2 e 2 


[Text] The Abu Dhabi Chamber of Cemmerce and Industry has decided to submit 
a note to the state Federation of Chambers of Commerce requesting changes in 
some provisions of che draft trade law prepared by the federaion. 


The chamber feels that the law in its present form would cause confusion in 
the trade market and harm the interests of the state. 


In its recent meeting under the leadership of Sa'id al-‘Utaybah, the chamber's 
board of directors approved a note drafted by the chamber‘s economic studies 
committee containing observations on the draft law recently published in 
AL~BAYAN. It was decided to submit these observations to the Federation of 
Chambers of Commerce in the following form: 


Article 18 of the draft law stipulates that the pursuit of trade-related 
business shall be restricted to citizens with the exception of non- 
citizens who conducted trade prior to the time che law goes into effect 
provided that a citizen hold a 51 percent share in the business. The 
article itself requires that the non-citizen's share be transferred to 
citizens upon his death in accordance with the legal measures pertaining 
to sale, 


The committee teels that such a law would cause confusicn in the trade market 
and would harm the interests of the state. Moreover, it feels that the law 
is prejudicial to the rights of the heirs of the deceased non-citizen 
partner. The committee has decided that the text of the article should 

be amended to read as follows: 


“Beginning from the date on which this law goes into effect, the pursuit 
of trade activities shall be limited to domestic companies which have at 
least 51 percent native capital. Existing foreign companies which conduct 
their affairs on the basis of the sponsorship of a citizen shall be 
required to adjust their statuses so that native capital holds a 5l- 
percent share in the enterprise. This shall be done within a period of 

2 years from the date this law goes into effect." 
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The committee feels that the responsibility of applying and implementing 
the law should be assigned to the departments of the mmicipalities and 

the chambers of commerce in the emirates rather than to the Ministry of 
Economy and Trade. It also feels that along with the Council of Ministers, 
the local authorities should also be given the right to make exceptions 

to the condition requiring companies to meet their needs through the local 
market. The draft law limits this right solely to the Council of Ministers. 


The committee feels that Article 39 should be eliminated. This article 
gives the government employees charged with enforcing the provisions of 
the law the right to examine the records, papers, and books of the 
businessmen. The committee feels that Paragraph 2 of Article 24 should 
be changed. This paragraph requires a storeowner who wishes to sell his 
store to announce this in the daily papers 2 weeks before the sale is 
concluded. The committee recommends that this paragraph read as follows: 


“Before the store is transferred by sale to the buyer and after the signing 
of the sale contract, an announcement declaring the storeowner's intention 
to sell his store shall be published in at least two daily newspapers 
provided that this is stipulated in the sale contract." 


The committee feels that the deadline for existing companies to alter 
their statuses to accord with the provisions of the law should be 
extended to 2 years rather than 1 year. 


The board of directors also approved a memorandum from the committee 
listing recommended rules to deal with the phenomenon of dummy companies. 
These are considered basic conditions for companies to obtain membership 
or establish their membership. The memorandum included the following 
rules: 


--The capital of the company should be specified clearly, with the 
provision that, with regard to contracting companies, the specification 
should adhere to the category in which this company will be classified 
within the contractors’ classification systen, 


.e company siioulc attach certification from the bank proving that 
the two partners have deposited the capital of the company in the 
stipulated percentages, namely, 51 percent for the citizen and 49 
percent for the non-citizen partner, 


--The company should attach certification from the bank showing that 
the activation of the company's account is valid and in effect only 
for both partners jointly. 


--The company should attach certification from the account examiners 
Stating that the management is jointly held by the two partners and 
this certificate should be presented each time membership is renewed. 
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--The previous provisions should be stipulated in the pertnership 
contract. 


~-The partnership contract should stipulate that each partner sust 
bear any loss that might occur in proportion to his capital. 


--Existing companies should be required to alter their contracts to 
conform to the principles above and should submit their balance sheets 
certified by the authorized accounts examiner. 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


DEVELOPMENT OF ADNOC ANALYZED 
Dubai AL-BAYAN in Arabic 19 Jan 82 p 3 


[Article by Khalil ‘Aylabuni: "Participation Agreements and National 
Control Over the Stete's Gil Fields Step by Step”) 


[Text] The important question that must be asked 10 years after the 
establishment of the Abu Dhabi National Oil Company (ADNOC) is this: 
Has ADNOC been able to be a real and active partner in the participation 
agreements or has the government had only a nomin-l role in these 
agreements? 


Returning to the end of 1972 when the first participation agreement 
between the government and the largest two companies working in the 
emirate of Abu Dhabi--ADMA and ADPC-—-was signed, we find that ADNOC, 
which had taken over 25 percent of the shares oi these two companies, 
had not yet succeeded in forming a technical manpower organization 
capable of putting participation into effect at even a 10-percent 
level. Thus, in its early phase, participation was more nominal or 
theoretical than practical. 


A Second Participation Agreement 


Even in 1974, when the second participation agreement was signed and 
ADNOC acquired 60 percent of the shares of these two companies, the 
participation was still not real. This is because the company still 
had not built a rich manpower organization that was really capable 

of putting participation iuto effect and thus taking over the initiative 
in the plans pertaining to production, exploration, drilling, etc. 


In that year, there were only 62 employees in the company. This number 
included all the administrative specialties. As of this year, however, 
with the participation agreement in full effect, the number of employees 


has jumped to 220. 


Even in the field of petroleum sales, ADNOC was able to sell only 10.8 


percent of the total production in 1975, the year in which participation was 
put into practical effect on a 60-percent basis. In the following year, it 


sold approximately 30 percent of the total production. In other words, in 


the early years of implementation of the participation agreement, ADNOC was 


unable to play a full role in this participation. 
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This was a natural state of affairs. The petroleum industry is not 60 
simple that an organization can move into it immediately. However, the 
officials in the company had a systematic plan to reach this goal in the 
shortest possible time. 


Measures To Gain Control Over the Oil 


Dr Karuha, ADNOC's general director, had the following comment about 
this particular aspect: 


“First, we endeavored to form a strong technical organization capable 

of studying the complex technical matters pertaining to the oil industry, 
especially in the areas of geology and oil field engineering. Secondly, 
we conducted thorough and detailed studies of the best plans to develop 
the oil fields. We then carried these plans to our partners, who did not 
accept them readily. However, a series of heated and exhaustive 
discussions enabled us to convince them to change the plans they had 
made in 1973 and 1974." 


Dr Karuha gave the following example to clarify this situation: 


“The Abu Dhabi Petroleum Company, Ltd, (ADPC) had drafted plans to 
raise the production of the inland oil fields at Bab, Buhsa, and ‘Asab 
to 1.8 million barrels per day. This would have meant a detrimental 
and destructive depletion of our oil resources in these fields, We 
proved with detailed studies the danger of these plans and after sharp 
discussions with the company we succeeded in halting the plans and 
rolling back production to 540,000 barrels per day.” 


Dr Karuha assessed this achievement as follows: 


"This vital achievement attained by the company within recent years is 
the mos: important action it has carried out and the most important 
responsibility it has exercised." 


Limiting Production: The Most Important Achievement 
But when did the company succeed in realizing this achievement? 


Did this take place in 1975, the year in which participation began with 
a 60 percent share for ADNOC and a 40 percent share for the foreign 
companies? 


“The answer is no. This was not achieved in 1975 nor in the 4 years 
following. However, the Abu Dhabi Petroleum Office effectively nullified 
the foreign companies’ plans by setting the production of dach field and 
each deposit. They were not permitted to exceed the figure set by the 
office. The purpose of this was to give the national partner (ADNOC) 
sufficient time to prepare comprehensive studies and plans pertaining 

to the development of the producing fields. This occurred in 1976, 

1977, and 1979." 
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1980: A Decisive Year 


The general director of ADNOC said: “Beginning in 1979, our plans to 
develop all the offshore and inland oil fields were gradually fulfilled. 
We drafted comprehensive development plans and transition plans. We 
were able to convince the partners to apply our plans and begin 
implementing them starting at the first of 1980." 


The ADNOC development plans include the drilling of a large number of 
wells in the fields for water injection in oider to increase the degree 
of extractica from the reserves and maintain the proper level of pressure 
in the fields. As an example of this, Dr Karuha mentioned that the new 
plans approved for the Bab, Buhsa, and ‘Asab inland fields call for the 
use of 22 working drilling rigs through the end of 1981 versus only four 
rigs in use in 1979. 


In both inland and cffishore fields, the activity represented by the drilling 


of producing wells -r water injection wells confirms that ADNOC, the 
government instrument in the partnership, has succeeded in getting its 
plans implemented-—-plans which aim above all at maiataining the soundness 
of these fields and extending their lives. 


The number of drilling rigs in operation in inlan. and offshore areas 
during the first half of 1981 rose to more than 4( 


The scale of this activity is indicated clearly by the total number of 
wells drilled during the ({irst half of 1981. This figure was 165 wells 
versus 49 wells during the first half of 1980. 


Participation Was Nominal at First 


But was the task easy? And if not, then how wes ADNOC able to accomplish 
it? 


ADNOC's general director answers: “Our efforts would not have succeeded 
without the real and direct support of officials as well as the complete 
cooperation of all the officials in the oil sector, particularly those 
from the Ministry of Petroleum and the Abu Dhabi Oil Office." 


Thus it becomes clear that, “The participation process was initially 
theoretical and nominal «nd then evolved into real participation after 
ADNOC succeeded in creating qualified Arab cadres capable of breaking the 
monopoly imposed on this industry by the foreign companies.” 


Marketing 


ADNOC's 60-percent partnership did not consist solely of control over 
development and production operations. It also extended to all the 
other aspects, particularly the marketing of ADNOC's share of production. 


ADNOC's share of the total volume of ofl exports, which was marketed 
independently by the company during 1981, averaged 670,500 barrels per 
day, or 62.2 percent of all exports. 
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Transformation Into Service Companies 


Faced with ADNOC's positive and active role in the participation agreement, 
the old companies developed into service companies that managed oil 
operations on behalf of the partners who held the concession under the 
direct and active supervision of the national company, which achieved a 
high degree of representation even in the management of operations. While 
this degree of representation has not yet matched the degree of partici- 
pation in the concession, active control over all the actions and 
activities of the service companies assures that these companies are on 
the right course as mapped out by ADNOC in its role as the state's 
instrirment in participation and control over the petroleum industry. 


ADMA developed from an owning company into a services company and its name 
became ADMA Operating Company or the Abu Dhabi Company Operating in the 
Marine Areas. ADPC, the Abu Dhabi Petroleum Company, Ltd, became the Abu 
Dhabi Inland Petroleum Operations Company after it evolved into a services 
company directing production and development operations on behalf of 

the partners in accordance with the plans of ADNOC, the active national 
partner. 


A similar situation aeveloped with ZADCO, which is also a services company 
that oversees the development of the Zakm al-‘Alawi field on behalf of 

the partners, these partners being ADNOC with 88 percent and JODCO with 

12 percent. However, ADNOC even has a 50-percent participation in this 
services company with the French Petroleum Company holding the other 
50-percent share. 


ZADCO's situation also applies to YODICO with one slight difference, 
namely, that the pariner in the management of operations in this case 
is JODICO, a consortium of Japanese companies. 


Participation Has Become Real 


Participation has now become a reality. Through ADNOC, the state has 
gained the ability to manage and rur all production and development 
operations on its ow if the government wished to nationalize the oil 
industry complecely or if the foreign companies were to contemplate 
sithdrawing from this partnership. 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


BRIEFS 


WATER, ELECTRICITY EXPENDITURES--Some 239.6 million dirhams was spent to 
complete projects of the Ministry of Electricity and Water last year. Of 
this amount, 189.6 million dirhams was spent on electricity projects, 
representing an increase of 16 percent over last year's expenditures. The 
remaining 50 million dirhams was spent on water projects, representing 

an increase of 46 percent in this area, Concerning the continuation of 
federal projects from last year, a study prepared by the statistics 
section of the Ministry of Water and Electricity reported the completion 
of six electricity contracts including the supply and installation of 
village electrification equipment in Dubai, the supply of electricity 
distribution equipment to augment the electric power capacity in the 
northern emirates, the replacement of fire-fighting pipelines in the 
ministry's electric power stations, the upgrading of the power system in 
‘Ajman from 11 kilovolts to 23 kilovolts, and the rerouting of the 33- 
kilovolt overhead transmission line on the state's eastern coast, The 
study added that four water contracts were completed including the laying 
of pipelines and installation of associated equipment in the northern 
emirates, the construction of an additional water system in ‘Ajman, and 
the supply and installation of elevated storage tanks. [Text] [Dubai 
AL-BAYAN in Arabic 17 Jan 82 p 4] 8591 
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